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December 2018 

Muscatine County 

 

 

Come Join the Celebration! 

Muscatine Master Gardeners Annual 

Meeting and Recognition 

*    Welcome New Intern 

*    Recognitions and Awards 

*    Door Prizzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzes ! 

¶ Excellent Meal & Fellowship 

¶ Vision for Muscatine MMG 2019 

 

6:00 pm Tuesday; December 11, 2018 

New Hope Church, 3215 Tipton Road, Muscatine 

Bring a dish to share, a guest, and your appetite! 
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Upcoming Meeting & Event Highlights 
  Coordinated by Jane Hodge, Master Gardener 
 

MG Annual Meeting τ Dec 11, 6:00 pm  at New Hope Church 

This event always creates a good time for all who can attend.  We encour-
age Master Gardeners to bring a spouse or other guest.  It will be a time 
ŦƻǊ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘǎΦ  hǳǊ aŀǎǘŜǊ 
Gardener Board of Directors has been busy setting new goals and provid-
ing opportunities for our members and interns to get involved in meaning-
ful education as well as volunteer activities in and around Muscatine. 
 

Conservation Planting (and Planning) τ January 10 - 10am ς 1pm at Cedar ISU Exten-

sion and Outreach, Tipton, IA.  Stay up to date on the best methods for tree planting, native 
prairies, pollinator habitats and more.  

Winter Gardening Fair ð Saturday, February 16 - 9:00am.  Save the Date for the Linn 

County Winter Gardening Fair in Cedar Rapids:  https://www.extension.iastate.edu/linn/ 

Shade Tree Short Course ð Wednesday, February 20 - 8:00am to Thursday, February 21, 

- 5:00pm  at ISU Ames.  Join gardeners and arborists from around Iowa for the 60th anniver-

sary Shade Tree Short Course. Find out more here:  

https://www.hort.iastate.edu/event/2019-shade-tree-short-course/ 

Dig Deeper: Soil Health & Nutrient Management τ  February 21 - 10am ς 2pm at 

aǳǎŎŀǘƛƴŜ L{¦ 9ȄǘŜƴǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ hǳǘǊŜŀŎƘΣ aǳǎŎŀǘƛƴŜΣ L!Φ  ¸ƻǳΩǾŜ ƘŜŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎƛŎǎΣ ƴƻǿ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ 
to dig deeper into soil health and nutrient management. Soil health improvements link to bet-
ter corn, soybean and cattle production. 

Cover Crop Conference τ March 1 ς 9am ς 3pm at Durant Community Center, Durant, IA 

This day will be part conference part field day (weather permitting). The day will focus on the 
benefits and challenges of cover crops, especially focused on soil health impacts and fiscal 
sustainability.  

Art of Gardening τ Muscatine τ Plan to attend the March 9 ART OF GARDENING at 

Muscatine Community College.  Check with Susan Cradick or other Muscatine Master Garden-
ers on her AOG planning team to see if you can help τ Plan to attend and earn 5 educational 
hours for 2019!  

Bug University τ April 9 ς 1pm ς 4pm at Muscatine Environmental Learning Center, 

Muscatine, IA Tired of trying to figure out insects with your phone apps? Donald Lewis, pro-
fessor and extension entomologist with Iowa State University will provide insight into insect 
identification, beneficial insect diversity, and how to deal with the bad bugs.   

https://www.extension.iastate.edu/linn/


 

Dear Muscatine Master Gardeners: 

 

The Muscatine County Master Gardener 2018 Annual Meeting is fast 
approaching.  It will be at the New Hope Church, 3215 Tipton Rd., on 
December 11th beginning at 6:30pm.   

 

Please bring family and friends, as it will be a nice evening of fun, 
friendship, and community service acknowledgement. 

 

Feel free to bring a side dish, casserole or dessert, and a neat little item for the item as a door 
prize.  Chicken from Pizza Ranch, drinks and table service will be provided. 

 

I wish to thank you all for the    
support to our organization this 
year!  I have continued to grow   
and develop with the Board and    
members and am looking forward 
to powerfully completing our      
accomplishments at the annual 
meeting. 

 

Respectfully, 

 

Ed Moreno 

 

 

         Photo:  Future Master Gardeners from   

         the West Liberty Youth Dream Catcher   

         program, who helped with the Donation  

         Garden Project this summer 

Remarks from the Chair  
 

By Ed Moreno, Master Gardener, Chair 
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Hello Master Garden-
ers! 
  
If you have attended a 
Master Gardener gen-
eral meeting recently 
you have heard me talk 
about our exciting 
news!  The Muscatine 
County Extension Office 
will be moving in Sep-

tember 2019.  The Extension Council pur-
chased a property and we are currently fund-
raising to help with the renovations.  The 
building will offer a large meeting room for 
Master Gardener meetings and events.  
Watch your mailbox for more information on 
how you can support this exciting project! 
  
If you need an few more hours of Education 
here are a few quick resources: 
·         Pollinators and Growing Herbs: Growing 
 Season Webinar 

·         Water in the Garden: Growing Season 
 Webinar 

·         Design from Yard to Trough: Master 
 Gardener Webcast 

·         Growing Season 2018 Webcast 

·         Growing Season 2017 Webcasts 

·         Or Check out Horticulture Friday from 
 IPR 

5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΩǎ LƴǇǳǘ 
By Krista Regennitter 

Muscatine County Extension Director, Iowa 
State University Extension and Outreach     

     Telephone 563-263-5701 
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As of November 28, 33 Master Gardeners 
have reported their hours, for a total of 
2,571 volunteer hours.  You can enter 
hours through December 31 so please 
keep reporting. 
  https://mastergardenerhours.hort.iastate.
edu/  If you need help please let Mary 
Danner or me know. 

The Growing Together mini grants are due 
in January to Iowa Master Gardeners. If 
anyone is interested in joining this project, 
aimed to increase fruit and vegetable con-
sumption by low resource families, please 
let me know.  (Kristar@iastate.edu, 563-
263-5701).  

The Muscatine County Master Gar-
dener scholarship application is now avail-
able.  High School seniors who reside in 
Muscatine County are eligible to apply.  
Application deadline is April 1, 2019.  
Please share this opportunity with any 
High School seniors in your life! 

5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘΣ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŀǇǇƭȅ ŦƻǊ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ 
from the Muscatine County Master Gar-
dener Association for your project.  Project 
Grant Applications will be reviewed by the 
board.     

See you on December 11 at New Hope 
Church for our annual meeting! 

Krista 

 
Weed management in the gar-
den & landscape: Understanding 
herbicides (webinar) 
Monday, December 17, 2018 - 1:00pm 
https://learn.extension.org/events/3501 
Understanding how herbicides work, how 
to choose the 'right' herbicide, debunking 
myths, and sharing safe application tech-
niques. 

https://www.extension.iastate.edu/mastergardener/pollinators-and-growing-herbs-growing-season-webinar
https://www.extension.iastate.edu/mastergardener/pollinators-and-growing-herbs-growing-season-webinar
https://www.extension.iastate.edu/mastergardener/water-garden-growing-season-webinar
https://www.extension.iastate.edu/mastergardener/water-garden-growing-season-webinar
https://www.extension.iastate.edu/mastergardener/design-yard-trough-master-gardener-webcast
https://www.extension.iastate.edu/mastergardener/design-yard-trough-master-gardener-webcast
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g6RRZv4kR0A&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p390KmoFKzI&feature=youtu.be
http://www.iowapublicradio.org/term/horticulture#stream/0
https://mastergardenerhours.hort.iastate.edu/
https://mastergardenerhours.hort.iastate.edu/
mailto:Kristar@iastate.edu
https://www.extension.iastate.edu/muscatine/sites/www.extension.iastate.edu/files/muscatine/Muscatine%20County%20Master%20Gardener%20Scholarship%20Application%202019.pdf
https://www.extension.iastate.edu/muscatine/yard-gardenhorticulture
https://www.extension.iastate.edu/muscatine/yard-gardenhorticulture


PAGE  5           D EC 20 18 WORTH WH ILE D IRT  

There is a wealth of information on  

ISU Yard & Garden News 
You can find timely gardening information and tips by going to the ISU Horticulture web-
site:  https://hortnews.extension.iastate.edu/ 

Here are a few examples of recent articles that are available for your perusal:   

 

 

 Keeping Fall Garden Produce Vegetable gardens may close down for the winter in Iowa, 

but gardeners can still enjoy the vegetables they have grown. Many vegetables keep for 

months in cold storage when provided the right conditions.  

 Forcing Paperwhite Narcissus Paperwhite narcissus is a type of narcissus flowering bulb 

that makes for great home decoration during the holidays. Iowa State University Extension 

and Outreach horticulturists share information on paperwhite narcissus to help brighten 

homes this winter.   

 Storing Garden Supplies and Tools  Store garden supplies and tools for over-winter be-

fore cold winter weather arrives. Start the new year with protected supplies ς and perhaps 

a 2019 garden calendar.  

 Germinating Tree Seeds  There are two ways to start tree seeds ς the natural way, which 

often includes sowing the seeds in the fall, or through forced or assisted germination. Horti-

culturists with Iowa State University Extension and Outreach detail assisted germination of 

several common Iowa tree seeds.  

 2019 Garden Calendar Showcases Garden Beauty through the Seasons  The 2019 

Iowa State University Extension and Outreach Garden Calendar showcases the beauty that 

can be found in gardens in backyards and public spaces. This annual favorite is now avail-

able.  

 Protect Trees and Shrubs from Rabbits  Winter brings food scarcity, which makes the 

home landscape a target for rabbits. Rabbits can severely damage trees and shrubs unless 

homeowners are proactive, which makes protecting them before winter arrives a major pri-

ority.  

Yard and Garden: Forcing Tulips to Bloom Indoors  Bulb forcing can bring the bright 

colors and fragrances of spring indoors during winter. Tulips can be forced indoors from De-
cember through March, if steps are taken in the fall to prepare the bulbs.  

https://www.extension.iastate.edu/news/yard-and-garden-keeping-fall-garden-produce
https://www.extension.iastate.edu/news/yard-and-garden-forcing-paperwhite-narcissus
https://www.extension.iastate.edu/news/yard-and-garden-storing-garden-supplies-and-tools
https://www.extension.iastate.edu/news/yard-and-garden-germinating-tree-seeds
https://www.extension.iastate.edu/news/2019-garden-calendar-showcases-garden-beauty-through-seasons
https://www.extension.iastate.edu/news/yard-and-garden-protect-trees-and-shrubs-rabbits
https://www.extension.iastate.edu/news/yard-and-garden-forcing-tulips-bloom-indoors


2019 Gardening Calendar 
 

The 2019 ISU Extension and Outreach Garden 
Calendar is available in our office.  This year 
the calendar, titled άGardens Through the 
{Ŝŀǎƻƴǎέ, uses stunning photography to 
showcase gardens throughout the year.  You 
can purchase the calendar online (click on 
the link) or in our office for $7.  The calendar 
has a large grid with space to create a gar-
dening journal to record the progress of your 
own garden. Monthly tips provide timely cul-
tural information for fruits and vegetables, 
lawn care recommendations, tree and shrub 
guidance, and other information. 

Pantry Pests (webinar) 

https://learn.extension.org/events/3264 

December 7, 1:00pm 

Kitchen pantries tend to stay full over the 
holidays with company passing through and 
more baking! Don't let pantry pests get the 
best of you! Join Dr. Dan Suiter, Extension En-
tomologist, UGA Extension  as he discusses 
the identification and biology of pantry pests 
to make control easier.   
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2019 Art of Gardening  

  
Planning for the March 9, 2019 Art of Gar-
dening is nearly complete.  A group of 6-10 
Master Gardeners led by Susan Cradick 
met several times during October and No-
vember to put together an interesting and 
educational program.  Committee mem-
bers have individually made contacts to po-
tential guest speakers and now the pro-
gram is nearly complete. 
 
Cindy Kress of MCC has been very suppor-
tive in this effort.  We are hoping to have 
seven classrooms available and four 1-hour 
sessions for a total of 28 classes from 
which our guests can choose.  Our tradi-
ǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ά{ǘǳƳǇ ǘƘŜ 9ȄǇŜǊǘέ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ Ŏƻƴπ
tinue to allow a total of 5 educational 
hours for our participants.  We also expect 
several exhibitors offering gardening sup-
plies and ideas for the home garden. 
 
Please mark your calendar for Saturday, 
March 9, 2019 at Muscatine Community 
College. 
 

Reducing Tree Damage During 
Construction (webinar) 
 

https://learn.extension.org/events/3499 
 

December 13, 2018, 1:00pm  
As the pace of urban development in-
creases, urban greenspaces and in particu-
larly urban trees come in direct conflict 
with bulldozers and backhoes. 

With careful early planning and an under-
standing of how tree damage occurs, 
strategies can be implemented for trees to 
coexist within the built urban environment. 

https://store.extension.iastate.edu/product/4127
https://store.extension.iastate.edu/product/4127
http://extension.uga.edu/
http://extension.uga.edu/
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Muscatine Master Gardeners 
Board Meeting  
November 13, 2018  

Board Members Present: Mary Danner, Kathy 
Haltmeyer, Heather Harroun, Jane Hodge, Ed 
Moreno, Maryrose Peterschmidt; Intern: Rachel 
Horner Bracket; Extension Liaison: Krista Regen-
nitter  

1. Meeting called to order by President Ed Mo-
reno 6:30pm  

2. Treasurers report ς Krista. Balance as of 11-
13-18 $7832.98. No new bills. Only 2 scholar-
ships have been paid out so far. Suggested that 
scholarship committee look at giving a time limit 
on using scholarships going forward. Motion to 
approve report by Mary Danner, second by 
Kathy Haltmeyer. Motion approved.  

3. Reviewed minutes of last meeting 9-11-2018. 
Motion to approve by Kathy Haltmeyer, second 
by Maryrose Peterschmidt. Motion approved.  

4. General meeting programs 2018. 10-9 Prairie 
renovation with Tami Schmidt. Good meeting. 
12-11 Annual meeting at New Hope Church. 

Kathy made a motion for Krista to purchase ta-
ble service second by Maryrose. Board bring 2 
liter sodas, other drinks, Kathy Haltmeyer bring 
ice.  

5. Member program recommendations and sur-
vey report ς Jane. Suggested to pare down pro-
gram selections. Require sign up and some sort 
of commitment to attend. Education committee 
meeting in January. Glitch in survey report. Will 
look at again at January Board meeting.  

6. New programming ς Krista and Kathy. Webi-
nar in December from flipped learning. Possibil-
ity to combine with Louisa County for MG train-

Ing.  Alternate years for Master Gardener 
and Master Conservationist training.  

7. MMG Mini-grant 2019 ς Krista. Applica-
tions due in January.  

8. New board members ς nominating com-
mittee. Candi Whitmer is stepping down. 
Need to approve renewing members and re-
place Candi. Rachel Horner Brackett has vol-
ǳƴǘŜŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ /ŀƴŘƛΩǎ ǇƭŀŎŜΦ 

9. Master Conservationist Program ς Krista. 
Will be offered every other year.  

10. Enhancing Committee/Board Relation-
ships ς plan of action ς Ed.  

¶ Master calendar (flesh out at January 
board meeting). Calendar to cover April-
September. Publish in newsletter to assist 
planning. Provides place to track hours. 
Introduce concept at December general 
meeting?  

¶ Add short committee presentations to 
general meetings.  

11. Other items ς  
¶ Motion to approve revised scholarship 

application by Kathy Haltmeyer. Second 
by Maryrose Peterschmidt. Motion ap-
proved.  

¶ Review award system at January board 
meeting.  

¶ T-shirt order information in January 
newsletter. Take orders at February gen-
eral meeting.  

¶ Suggestion to do a Farmers Market set up 
demo at a general meeting.  

Mary Danner made motion to adjourn, sec-
ond by Jane Hodge. Meeting adjourned at 
8pm.  

Respectfully submitted, Heather Harroun  
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From Muscatine Pollinator Project Facebook Page 

 

The two faces of      
November:   

Nov. 2  

and  

Nov. 26 

 

Looking for a fun stocking stuffer? 
Buy a Muscatine Pollinator Project 
shirt! We have all sizes now from 
small to 3 xl! $20 each  

IŜǊŜΩǎ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ǎŜŜŘƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
Muscatine Pollinator Park! Over 50 
species of native forbes and grasses 
were included!  

https://www.facebook.com/nd/?groups%2F257098324636125%2F&aref=1543613180717172&medium=email&mid=57be829b8a5a2G46646b41G57be8734ea874G96&bcode=2.1543613208.Abx1kVe1WiIMUbDcIVA&n_m=pruitt.lynn%40gmail.com


 

I was asked to put up a display for 
the Zoo Garden at the Laurel 
Building.  Was really surprised to 
find out they wanted me to use the entire front facing 
window.  So what I thought was going to be a easy pro-
ject to do was more involved.  Krista was able to help me 
by providing some posters to fill in.  If you are down, 
stop and take a look.  It turned out to be good marketing 
for Master Gardeners. 
 

 What a beautiful fall it turned out to be.  Have enclosed 
some pictures from the Zoo Garden.  Many thanks to all 
involved for making the gardens look so good.  
 

 Maryrose 

 

Simple Tips for Gardening 

Written and Compiled by Rachel Quillin 
 

The earth laughs in flowers  

  ¹ Ralph Waldo Emerson 

Zoo Garden News  
 

By Maryrose Peterschmidt, Master Gardener 
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