Master Gardener

Plant sales are a great opportunity for local Master
Gardener groups to carry out the mission of using research-
based horticulture and gardening knowledge and practices
to educate people and coordinator projects that promote
healthy communities. These events provide multiple
touchpoints for Master Gardeners to educate and inspire
the public.

This document provides best practices, things to consider,
and state licensing information to help Master Gardeners in
organizing their plant sales.

This document is a resource, not a mandate.

General Fundraising Considerations

Plant sales and other educational events can provide great opportunities for local fundraising for Master Gardener programming.
However, these fundraisers are not a primary focus of the Master Gardener program and should not compete with local businesses.
Below are a few questions to consider before deciding to host a fundraiser, whether plant sale or other event:

= Why do we need to fundraise?

= What projects will be funded with the money raised?

= Are these projects appropriate for the local community and do they align with county Extension and Outreach priorities?

Do not raise money for the sole purpose of raising money. There should be a cause behind any good fundraiser.



https://hortnews.extension.iastate.edu/how-clean-and-disinfect-plant-containers
https://hortnews.extension.iastate.edu/faq/how-do-i-sanitize-my-pruners-prevent-spread-disease
https://www.bhg.com/what-is-a-plant-patent-6823149
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/chapter/317.pdf
https://naturalresources.extension.iastate.edu/invasives
https://www.mipn.org/plantlist/
https://admin.go.iastate.edu/
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Special Consideration: Jumping Worms
To minimize the risk of jumping worms, follow the included
precautions:

e Do’s
¢ Consider selling cuttings in water or bare root.
*  Root washing is appropriate for ornamentals.
Check all potted plants prior to transportation for worm
castings or active worms.
Collect and destroy any jumping worms if you see them.
Brush off boots/shoes after being in areas of potential or
known contamination.
e Do Not's
¢ Do not bring in plants from known or suspected infested
gardens.

Do not use compost or potting media that has not been
sanitized or solarized.

www.extension.iastate.edu/mastergardener



https://iowaagriculture.gov/entomology-plant-science-bureau/plants
https://iowaagriculture.gov/entomology-plant-science-bureau/plants
https://iowaagriculture.gov/sites/default/files/department-forms/Application%20for%20Nursery%20Dealer%20Certificate%202019.pdf
https://iowaagriculture.gov/sites/default/files/ent/Request%20for%20Iowa%20Nursery%20Grower%20Inspection%20.pdf
https://hortnews.extension.iastate.edu/jumping-worms-iowa
https://www.finegardening.com/article/root-washing-why-and-how-to-wash-roots

