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 Hello Families!  

As we are getting closer to Fair, I want to bring to your 

attention to an important document if you plan to bring 

Food & Nutrition items to the fair.  

 

Did you know there are certain guidelines for canning 

and baked goods? When canning, there are a few 

approved sources that are accepted for Iowa 4-H. 

Please make sure to use one of those sources. 

Frosting is another item that has to be watched 

closely. Please take the time to look over this 

document when bringing a prepared food item.  

 

Here is the link to download that guide: https://

store.extension.iastate.edu/product/6434  

 

 

 March  
3  Youth Committee Meeting  
9 Horse Mandatory Meeting– Opt1 
11 Extension Council Meeting  
28/29 Junior Fun Night/Lock In 
23 Dog Informational Meeting 
23 Junior County Council  
23  County Council   
30 Horse Mandatory Meeting– opt 2 
 
April 
4/5 Junior Zoo Trip  
8 Extension Council Meeting 
10  Foundation Meeting  
12/13 Overnight Horse Experience  
13 Livestock Showmanship Clinic 
27 YQCA Training 
27 Jr. County Council Meeting  
27 County Council Meeting  
 
May 
3 Sheep & Meat Goat Weigh-in  
13 Extension Council Meeting  
15  Animal ID’s Due on 4-H Online 
25 Jr County Council Meeting 
25 County Council Meeting  
26 Extension Office Closed  
 
 

https://store.extension.iastate.edu/product/6434
https://store.extension.iastate.edu/product/6434


2024 Marion 4-H Trips  

4-H Trips  
Junior Trip 

 

 Friday, April 4th 4:00pm to April 5th 5:00pm. 
Leave from Newton  

 Sleeping in the Aquarium for the night.  

 Take night and morning Tours 

 Register on 4-H online now 

 Only 6 spots left  for Marion County  

 

 

Intermediate & Senior Trip 

 Friday, April 4th 4:00pm to April 5th 9:00pm.  

 Drop Off and Pick Up from Newton  

 Staying Overnight at the Zoo  

 Travel to Air and Space Museum, Urban Air and 

the pedestrian bridge.  

 Register on 4-H online now 

 Only 8 spots left for Marion County  

 



4-H Information 

Garden in a Glove Workshop  

• Open to youth in grades K-12th  

• Youth will  go home with seeds started in a 

glove and a 6 seed staring tray to use to 

transplant their seeds from their glove.  

• Cost is $5 per youth  

• This is held in conjunction with the Seed 

Starting Workshop 

Junior Fun Night Lock In  
• Friday, March 28th—Saturday, March 29th at the Marion County 

Extension Office.   

• Open to youth in grades 4th-7th.  

• Youth in 4-H can bring one junior friend not in 4-H.   

• Non-members will create a participant account and sign 

up under events on 4-H online.  

• There will be basketball, tag, hide and seek, games and snacks, Movie and more!  

• Sleeping in the classroom, pancakes for breakfast and more.  

• Youth have the option to spend the night or be picked up below are the times:  

• If staying Over night: 9pm-8:30am  

• If only coming for the night: 9pm-10:30pm 

REGISTRATION:  

Registration is now open via 4-H online. Registration will close March 24th. Non 4-H friends will also register 

via 4-H online. They will create a profile to register.  



4-H Information  

 April 13th at the Marion County Fairgrounds 

will be the Showmanship clinic.  

 Each Species will have a time dedicated to 

learning.  

 No animals are required to attend.  

 It is free to attend.  

 Please email ashtinw@iastate.edu to let us 

know that you will be attending.  

 You can attend as many sessions as you wish!  

• Conference and Animal Science Round Up will be June 24th-26th in Ames 

at Iowa State University.  

• Open to youth in grades 8th-12th grade: Don’t have to be in 4-H to attend.  

• Speakers, workshops, teambuilding and more!  

• Youth stay in residence hall and eat at dinning centers.  

• Registration will open in April ; Cost is $250 

• Scholarships through Marion County 4-H Foundation and the Iowa 4-H 

Foundation.  

 

 

Livestock Showmanship Clinic 

Iowa 4-H Youth Conference  



4-H Information  

 April 12th & 13th at the Marion County Fair-

grounds  

 Youth can bring their horses and stay overnight 

or haul in each day or attend sessions without a 

horse.  

 Horses can arrive starting at 10am on Saturday 

and must depart by 2pm on Sunday.  

 Saturday starting at 1pm our presenters will 

start. Grooming/Trimming and Horsemanship 

will take place on Sunday.  

 Cost to attend is: $10 per person attending to 

cover cost of supplies.  

 Youth will be required to bring their own bed-

ding for the stalls. Youth will also need to clean 

out stalls on Sunday. 

 If wishing to camp, please indicate on 4-H 

online registration.  

 Questions please call 641-842-2014 or email 

ashtinw@iastate.edu 

 Registration is now open and will close April 1st.  

Overnight Equine Experience  

Marion County 4-H Basketball 
 Basketball Tournament is at Melcher-Dallas High School 

 Saturday, March 22nd 

 Information on rules, roster and more has been sent to club leaders 

 Brackets will be done early next week.  

 We ask that families bring one or more desserts to be sold at the tournament  



Pancake Breakfast and Egg Hunt 

4-H  

 April 12th 11am @ the Marion County 

Extension Office.  

 Hosted by Marion County Council  

 Open to the public 

 Bring your own basket  

 They will be packaging over 4000 eggs 

 There will be different areas for age 

groups.  

 County Council is looking for plastic 

egg donations as well!  

 April 12th 9am-11am Pancake Break-

fast! 

 Free-will donation  

 Open to everyone!  

 Easter Egg Hunt will following break-

fast at 11am.  

 Located at the Extension Office!   

 Hosted by Marion County Youth 

Council.  



Marion Co Cattleman Showmanship Clinic 

4-H  

 Marion County Cattleman are putting on a Showmanship, 

Daily Care and feeding clinic.  

 April 27th at the Marion County Fairgrounds.  

 Youth will learn daily care, feeding and about showman-

ship ending the day with a showmanship Show!  

 Contact Wendy Carlson or Colton Metcalf with questions!  

Barnyard Buddies 

 New at the Fair County Council will be doing a Barnyard 

Buddies Show on July 13th starting at 2:00pm.  

 Youth with Special needs will have the opportunity to 

work with a 4-H or FFA Mentor to show Swine, Sheep 

or Goat!  

 We are looking for both Youth mentors and your partic-

ipants for this event.  

 Youth mentors will work with a youth to go into the 

ring and show an that animal.  

 4-H/FFA Sign Up: https://forms.gle/

ofEbpSmnWgxSuc2N7 

 Youth Sign Up: : https://forms.gle/KLj5mzUYoEjd3NJr5 

https://forms.gle/ofEbpSmnWgxSuc2N7
https://forms.gle/ofEbpSmnWgxSuc2N7
https://forms.gle/KLj5mzUYoEjd3NJr5


Scrapie Tags 
 Are you showing ewe lambs or does at the 2025 Marion County Fair?  

 If so, each sexually intact sheep or goat needs to have a scrapie tag. It is a simple process to obtain a 

“flock of origin” number for your farm and get free official ear tags.  

 Call 1866-USDA-TAG (873-2824)  to order your tag!  

Premise Identification Number 
 If you are showing swine at the Marion County Fair you are required to have a premise ID number. Each 

farm will have their own unique number. If you don’t have a number yet, please apply for one. The pro-

cess is simple and free. 

 Stop by the Extension Office for an application or print one from : https://iowaagriculture.gov/animal-

disease-traceability 

  

Animal & Fair Information 

May 15th Deadline  
 I know it seems May 15th is  still a ways out but it will be here before we know it! Please don’t forget this 

deadline, if you are showing any type of  animal!  

 All animals except Poultry will need to be ID’d on 4-H online by May 15th!  

 Poultry will have a separate ID Day on June 10th or 12th. They will also be PT tested on this date.  

 Please reach out with any questions!  

Informational Dog Meeting  
 Mandatory Informational Dog Meeting on March 23rd 6pm  at the Marion County Extension Office. 

Please let Chris or Ashtin know if you can’t make it.  

 Come meet your superintendent, review rules for classes and ask any questions you may have!  

 Please do not bring your dog to this meeting.  

 Let us know if you have any questions. Email ashtinw@iastate.edu or call 641-842-2014 

 As a reminder you must present rabies certificate in order to attend practices.   

https://iowaagriculture.gov/animal-disease-traceability
https://iowaagriculture.gov/animal-disease-traceability


4-H INFORMATION  

 If you plan to show Swine, Beef, Sheep, Dairy, Poultry, Rabbit or Goat at County and/or State Fair, you will 

need to be YQCA certified.  

 Youth have two options to become certified:  

 Option1: Attend the in person training on April 27th 1pm-2:30pm at the Extension Office($3 per 

youth).  

 Option 2: Complete online training ($12 per youth).  

 How to register for online:  

 1. Visit https://yqcaprogram.org/ 

 2. Login in with your information you used to create an account. If you have not created an ac-

count you will need to do  so and add your youth to the account.  

 3. Select the course for the 4-H member based on their age as of 1/1/25 

 4. Choose the Web-based training.  

 5. Complete registration by purchasing the course—$12/member for Web-based training.  

 How to register for in-person training:  

 1. Visit https://yqcaprogram.org/ 

 2. Login in with your information you used to create an account. If you have not created an ac-

count you will need to do  so and add your youth to the account 

 3. Select the course for the 4-H member based on their age as of 1/1/25 

  4. Choose the Instructor-Led training, select “Iowa” and find the Marion County training scheduled 

for 04/27/25 

 5. Complete registration by purchasing the course—$3/member for face-to-face training.  

 

YQCA Certification  



This institution is an equal opportunity provider. 

For the full non-discrimination statement or 

accommodation inquiries, go to 

www.extension.iastate.edu//legal 

CONTACT US! 

ADDRESS  
210 N. Iowa Street 

Knoxville, IA 50138 
 

PHONE  
641-842-2014 
 

HOURS 
Monday-Thursday  

8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

Friday– 8am-1pm 
 

EMAIL  
marion4h@iastate.edu 
 

Ashtin Wells 

County Youth Coordinator 

ashtinw@iastate.edu 

Lydia Dingeman 

Education Coordinator 

dingeman@iastate.edu 

Tanya Michener 

Regional Director  

Michener@iastate.edu 

Hannah Offenburger 

Office Manager 

Program Assistant 

hoffen@iastate.edu 

Logan Chambers 

Youth Program Specialist 

loganch@iastate.edu 

Marion County 

210 North Iowa St.  

Knoxville, IA  50138 
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