4-H/FFA BOTTLE LAMB & GOAT PROJECT GUIDE
Basic information for raising bottle lambs and goats
I. Colostrum – the sooner the better. Soon after birth a lamb/kid needs colostrum (ewe or doe’s first milk) if possible. This milk should some from its mother, or another newly lambed ewe. Some producers will keep a supply of colostrum frozen. The next best substitutes are powdered colostrum available from veterinarians, cow or goat colostrum. Colostrum should be fed for a minimum of the first 16 hours. 

II. Milk Replacer – Use only milk replacer especially made of lambs/goats respectively. Don’t use calf milk replacer, as it is too low in fat and protein for lambs/goats. Milk replacer is sold under several brand names, and comes in 25 or 50 pound bags. Most feed dealers handle it. Follow the label and mixing directions on the bag closely. 

III. Feed Schedule (this is suggested, but can be adjusted according to lamb/goat size and veterinarian recommendations) – 
Day 1 - Preferably feed goat/lamb colostrum only for the first 24 hours.  A newborn   
  should consume 4 to 6 oz, 4 times over the first 24 hours. 
Days 2 & 3 – Goat/Lamb Colostrum is the ideal feed for the first 3 days of life.  Feed 6 
  to 8 oz, 4 times daily to achieve an intake of 24 to 32 oz per day.
Days 4-7 - Feed 8 to 10 oz of replacer 4 times a day.  You want to remember to 
  increase the volume of replacer gradually.  Be careful not to overfeed.   They 
  should consume between 32 and 40 oz per day.
Week 1 through Week 2 - Feed 12 to 16 oz replacer, 3 times per day, or you 
  can feed between 9 to 12 oz, 4 times per day.    At one week of age you can offer small 
  amounts of creep feed and good quality hay or alfalfa for babies to nibble   
  on.  Babies must also have access to fresh clean water, salt, & minerals.
Weeks 3-8 - By 3 weeks of age, babies are eating grain and hay free choice.  Be 
  careful that all food and hay are kept clean and mold free.   By now, babies are 
  drinking around 48 ozs a day.  You can gradually increase this to a total of 64 oz by the 
  time they are 8 wks old.  Once you see that babies are eating grain and hay, you can cut 
  the number of feedings to twice a day but stay with the total quantity fed.  So by 
  8 wks they are drinking two 32 oz bottles a day and have free choice grain and 
  hay. 
2-4 Months - At two months of age, all babies should receive their regular 
  vaccinations and worming as suggested by your veterinarian.  They are now eating 64 oz per 
  day given in 2 or 3 feedings a day.  They may be weaned any time after 8 weeks.  You can 
  begin weaning at 8 weeks by cutting out the morning feeding for 1 to 2 weeks 
  depending on how baby is doing.  The goal is to have them weaned by 10 to 12 
  weeks old.  Many people choose to wean much later than that.  It is simply a 
  matter of finance and preference.
Make changes in feeds and amounts slowly and always have fresh water available. Weaning may occur after (this is only a suggestion, a veterinarian can provide better instructions for your lamb/goat in particular):
1. Lambs/Goats have reached 4 weeks of age
2. Weigh over 35-40 pounds
3. Eating lamb/goat starter well

IV. Housing – Orphan lambs/goats need to be kept warm, dry, and draft free. They will need enough space to move around freely.

V. Health – Lambs will need to have their tails docked usually within the first three days. Contact your local veterinarian for suggested vaccinations as there are several specific to lambs and goats respectively. 



4-H & FFA BOTTLE LAMB/GOAT WORKSHEET
DUE TO THE MAHASKA COUNTY EXTENSION OFFICE BY 4:30 P.M. ON FRIDAY, JULY 5.

Member Name:_____________________________________  circle one: Goat / Lamb

Club:_____________________________________ Grade (as of 9/01/2018):________  
4-H Tag or Tattoo #: ________________________  Ear Tagged (LE/RE/BE): ________
[bookmark: _GoBack]Scrapie Tag # (scrapie required for auction animals): ______________________________________________

Lamb/Goat Date of Birth:__________________________  Home Raised:	YES	NO

If Answered Above as “NO”, Date of Purchase:________________________________

Cost, if purchased:_______________________________________________________ 

Breed if Known:____________________________________ Gender:______________ 

Color of Animal:___________________________ Name of Animal:________________ 

Estimated weight on July 5th, deadline day:____________________________________

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
Describe the facilities where you housed your lamb/goat.




Describe the feeding program you followed the first week that you had your lamb/goat. Include the amount of milk, number of feedings, etc. 



After one month of caring for you lamb/goat, describe the feeding and management changes, including when and how did you wean?



Did your lamb/goat have any health problems? Describe what and how they were treated, if any.



What steps did you take to prevent health problems?



What other animal quality care practices have you followed to help your lamb/goat to be healthy and grow? How might those practices help? Examples might be cleanliness, stall cleaning, deworming, castrating, dehorning, tail docking, hoof trimming, etc.




Estimated hours spent on care each week.



What have you enjoyed and learned through this project?




What was the biggest problem you had and how did you solve it?
COST OF RAISING A BUCKET BOTTLE LAMB OR GOAT

	COST DESCRIPTION 
	POUNDS
	COST/POUND
	TOTAL COST

	Milk Replacer
	
	
	

	Starter Feed
	
	
	

	Hay
	
	
	

	Other Feeds
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Veterinary Charges/Medications (list types given)
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Bedding
	
	
	

	Other Costs
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Value or Purchase Cost of Lamb/Goat at Start
	

	Total Invested
	




Please tell us a story about you and your project and attach to this packet. 
No more than 3 pages in length. (Photos are optional).




This packet plus 2 additional black & white copies are due to the Mahaska County Extension office by 4:30 P.M. ON FRIDAY, JULY 5TH.  Any packets turned in after the deadline will result in the lowering of one ribbon placing.


