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This institution is an equal opportunity provider. For the full non-discrimination statement or accommodation inquiries, go 
to www.extension.iastate.edu/diversity/ext. 

Mahaska County 4-H News 
November 2023 

From the CYC’s 
Corner!  

Introducing… Shannon Rabotski 

ISU Extension and Outreach   

Mahaska County 
212 North I Street 

Oskaloosa, IA 52577 

641-673-5841 

www.extension.iastate.edu/mahaska/ 

Shannon Rabotski has joined the Mahaska County Iowa State Extension and Outreach 

team as the new County Youth Coordinator. 

She is a proud 4-H alumna, having participated in the program for more than ten 

years as a youth. Her favorite projects included foods, shooting sports, house pets 

and clothing. The skills and hobbies developed during her 

time in 4-H have played an instrumental role in her 

growth as an individual. 

Her involvement in 4-H was a catalyst in Shannon’s ability 

to break out of her shell as a child and she looks forward 

to helping youth in Mahaska County gain the same 

valuable experiences that she had. 

Originally from Wisconsin, Shannon became an Iowa 

transplant after graduating from Drake University in 2020 

where she studied news and German. For a full year, she 

lived and studied in Tübingen, Germany. 

Upon graduation and her return to the States, Shannon began working as a journalist 

for her hometown’s newspaper, the Monroe Times. She has a passion for storytelling 

and loves to read and write at any opportunity.  

Today, she calls University Park home with her numerous pets. 

Contact Shannon at 641-676-9121 or rabotski@iastate.edu 

Laura Ayala 

Office Manager  

lkayala@iastate.edu 
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2023-2024 4-H Enrollment  

Enrollment is NOW OPEN!!! 

Enrollment opened September 1, 2023 via 4-H Online 2.0 Sign In (4honline.com)   

There are help sheets for enrollment online here: 4hOnline   Information for Families and Leaders | 
4-H Youth Development (iastate.edu) Click the link for “Family Enrollment Guide", or  if you have 
questions, contact the Extension Office by emailing mahaska4h@iastate.edu or call 641-673-5841. 

The annual program fee is $35 to enroll in 4-H. This is thanks to Mahaska County Farm Bureau! 

They are donating a $5 scholarship for each 4-H member and the Mahaska County Extension 

Council is providing a $5 scholarship for each 4-H member with funds from Iowa 4-H Foundation.  

We are STRONGLY ENCOURAGING all families to pay their enrollment fees online when they 

enroll. Information on how to pay online can be found on page 7 of Family Enrollment Guide linked 

above. 

If you feel that this fee would constitute an undue financial burden, financial aid is available from 

the Mahaska County 4-H Foundation. Please contact the Extension Office for assistance.  

In order to be eligible to exhibit at Southern Iowa Fair in 2024, enrollment in 4-H Online 2. 0 must 
be completed and program fee must be paid by January 1, 2024 for all previously enrolled 
Mahaska County 4-H members. New 4-H members have until May 15th, 2024. 

Calling all 4-H members and volunteers: If you have not yet enrolled in 4-H online yet, please do so 
as soon as possible!  

Closed for the Holidays  

As we start to get in the into the busy holiday season, please 

take note of the days the Extension office will be closed.  

November 23 & 24, 2023 (Thanksgiving) 

December 25 & 26 2023 (Christmas) 

January 1, 2024 (New Year’s Day)  

January 15, 2024 (MLK Day) 

https://v2.4honline.com/#/user/sign-in
https://www.extension.iastate.edu/4h/4honline-information-families-and-leaders
https://www.extension.iastate.edu/4h/4honline-information-families-and-leaders
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Annual Volunteer Training  

The Annual 4-H Leader Training and Fall Leaders meeting was held on Tuesday, October 3rd.  If 

you were unable to attend, the online version of the training will be available in January and details 

will be posted to our website and shared with all 4-H Leaders. This training will cover the annual 

requirement from Iowa 4-H. Shannon will be in contact with leaders in the coming weeks who still 

need to satisfy their training. If you have any questions please reach out to Shannon at 641-673-

5841 or rabotski@iastate.edu.  

Congratulations to the 2023-2024 Honor Council– Mason Beane, Addison Beane, Arianna 

Jackson, Sydney Bruxvoort,  Andrew Stodghill, Sarah Van Zante, Eden Van Zante, Eliza Van Zante, 

Evan Tague, Kora Kruid and Charlie Ferree. At our first meeting we set goals, set expectations and 

planned out our meetings for the year!   

The next meeting will be at 11:30 p.m. Sunday, November 5th (before the awards celebration) at 

the Extension Office.  We will discus the Lighted Christmas Parade and set up for the Awards Event. 

A lunch of pizza will be provided. 

Honor Council  

2023 Beef Weigh-in 

Beef weigh in will be Saturday, December 9th  8:00AM -10:30 AM  

Fairgrounds Scale. (The beef superintendents have scheduled an inclement 

weather date which is Saturday December 16th from 8:00AM -10:30 AM. 

This date will only be used if there is inclement weather.)   

All calves coming to the weigh-in must have some type of halter on for 

safety purposes. Full details will be in the December newsletter. 

December 9, 2023 from 8:00-10:30am 

Sunday November 5, 2023 at 1 p.m.  

Please join us for our Annual 4-H Awards Program. The Honor 

Council and Extension staff can not wait to share the  

accomplishments of our winners! Pie and cheesecake will be 

served! See you there!  

4-H Awards Celebration    
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Women in Agriculture Exhibition Fair 

Club Fundraiser Approval 

If your 4-H Club plans to complete a fundraiser 

this year, please be sure to submit the Iowa 4-H 

Fundraiser Request Form which can be found at 

the following link: https://

www.extension.iastate.edu/cerrogordo/files/

documents/Fundraiser-Request-Form.pdf 

All fundraisers need to be approved by the 

Extension Office and Extension Council. The 

Council only meets once each month. Please 

submit all fundraising requests to Shannon. This 

is to comply with the Iowa 4-H Club Financial 

Policy. If you have any questions contact 

Shannon at 641-673-5841 or 

rabotski@iastate.edu.  

**The photo to the left is the 4-H Club Fundraiser 

form. This is the form you will need to complete.  

4-H Club Attendance Policy  

Mahaska County has a 75% attendance policy in place for 4-H members of community and special-

interest clubs. Members attending at least 75% of their clubs’ meetings, activities, and/or 

preapproved 4-H experiences will have eligibility to exhibit at the county fair.   

Clubs can set their own parameters within the 75% policy.  We recommend if members are part of 

an additional special interest club, like Honor Council, that their attendance is combined for both to 

count toward the 75%. 

November 4, 2023 from 9–11:00 am 

Central College Graham Annex 

812 University Street 

Pella, IA 50219 

Mahaska & Marion County Women, Land & Legacy 

presents a free event. Connect and network with 

other women, share resources and experiences, 

and learn more about different business ventures in 

agriculture. Exhibitors include Whippoorwill Farms, 

Prairie Lake Acres, Barnswallow Flowers, and 

more! 
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Leaders and parents, would you like to be more confident in helping your 4-H’er with 
communications? Parents, leaders, 4-H members, and community members are invited to learn 
about all types of communications: Educational Presentations, Extemporaneous Speaking, Working 
exhibits and Share the Fun exhibits. This will be a fun-filled and educational night of learning the 
difference between all types of presentations within the communications project area. We encourage 
everyone to join us, even if you aren’t sure about the communications area. This event will be very 
helpful and informative to everyone.  
We look forward to seeing you! 
RSVP is not required, but strongly recommended.  
For more information/RSVP: text, call, or email your communications superintendents; Abby Drost: 
641-670-7375 or abbydrost@gmail.com |  Karen Adams: 641-295-6633 or adams4cy@gmail.com 

Iowa 4-H Camera Corps 

Iowa 4-H Camera Corps is a program for all 4-H 

youth, designed to support photographers that 

plan on participating in the photography project 

area at county fairs.  

Youth can sign up to participate by filling out 

the form on the Camera Corps webpage. Each 

month, a photography theme is provided with a 

different focus. October’s theme was “Magnifying 

the Movement” with the goal of mastering the 

Principle of Design: Movement. To learn more 

about Camera Corps or sign-up for their month 

programs visit their website at 

www.extension.iastate.edu/4h/projects/iowa-4-h-camera-corps. 

Club Officer Tool Kits & Materials 

Congratulations to our newly elected club officers!! To help you through out 

the year with your new office, the NEWLY updated So You’re The Club… 

(President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, Reporter, etc.) guides are 

available at the Extension office and online from the Extension Store. To 

access these resources use the following link: 

www.extension.iastate.edu/4h/club-officer-resources At this website you 

will find videos for each officer position as well as downloadable PDF 

guides. To request copies, please contact Shannon or Laura Ayala at 641-673-5841.  

 Communications Workshop Dec. 11 from 6:30—8:15 p.m. 

mailto:abbydrost@gmail.com
mailto:adams4cy@gmail.com
https://www.extension.iastate.edu/4h/projects/iowa-4-h-camera-corps
https://www.extension.iastate.edu/4h/club-officer-resources
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Reasonable Accommodation Practice  

REASONABLE ACCOMMODATION PRACTICES As part of its duties under the Americans with Disabilities 

Amendments Act of 2008 (“ADAAA”) and the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Iowa State University Extension and Outreach 

will provide reasonable accommodations to its “policies, practices, or procedures” when the accommodations are 

necessary to provide equal access to programming to participants with a qualifying disability. It will also provide auxiliary 

aids and services when they are necessary to provide equal access. The process has the following five stages: (1) 

completion of the Reasonable Accommodation Request and Healthcare Provider Disability Documentation forms, (2) 

participants and parents are sent an agenda for the eligibility team meeting, (3) the eligibility meeting is conducted, (4) a 

determination letter is sent to participants, and (5) possible reassessment for future events. To access forms or learn 

more visit the Iowa State University Diversity and Civil Rights website.  

Clover Kids 

6 Clover Kid groups will start the year with the first meeting in November. None of the clubs 

are at maximum capacity, so if you know any K-3rd graders, encourage them to sign up! 

Oskaloosa Christian Clover Kids  
Meeting Time/Date: 2nd Thursday of each month at 3:15  

Location: Oskaloosa Christian School 

Oskaloosa Clover Kids  
Meeting Time/Date: 2nd Tuesday of each month at 4:30 pm.  

Location: Extension Office in Oskaloosa 

 

North Mahaska Clover Kids  
Meeting Time/Date: 1st Tuesday of each month at 4:00 

Location: Friends Church in New Sharon 

 

Eddyville Clover Kids  
Meeting Time/Date: 1st Thursday of each month at 3:15 pm.  

Location: Eddyville Elementary School 

Cedar Livestock Clover Kids  
Meeting Time/Date: 2nd Sunday of each month at 2:15 

Location: Fremont Community Church 

Harrison Hustlers Clover Kids  
Meeting Time/Date: 2nd Monday of each month at 7:00 pm.  

Location: EBF High School 

https://www.extension.iastate.edu/diversity/reasonable-accommodation-practices
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November December 

• November 5 (1 p.m. - 2 p.m.): Annual 4-H Awards 

Program held in the Extension Office Auditorium  

• December 2: Christmas Parade (honor council) 

• December 9 (8:00 a.m. -10:30 a.m.): Beef Weigh-

in at the Southern Iowa Fairgrounds 

January February 

• January 1: Annual Enrollment DUE for Returning 

Members to be eligible to exhibit at the 2024 

Southern Iowa Fair  

• January 15: office closed 

• February 1: Market Heifers and Market Steers 

must be identified in 4-H online  

March April 

• TBD Swine Weigh-in at the Southern Iowa Fair 

Grounds 

 

May June 

• TBD  Sheep/Meat Goat Weigh-in at the Southern 

Iowa Fair Grounds 

• TBD: Animals must be entered in 4-H online to be 

eligible for the 2024 Southern Iowa Fair 

• TBD: Clothing Review/Show  

• June 22: Horse Pre Fair Show 

 

 

July August 

• July 1-3 Carcass Contest—Sully Locker 

• July 1: ALL Southern Iowa Fair Registrations are 

due via Fair Entry. Iowa State Fair Registration 

due 

• July 15-20: Southern Iowa Fair 

• August 8-18: Iowa State Fair  

CALENDAR  
MAHASKA COUNTY CALENDAR  ║Nov. 2023 - AUGUST 2024 

The below calendar showcases the 2023-24 4-H Year for Mahaska County. The calendar is not all-

inclusive, but does list some of our important events and deadlines. This calendar will be updated each 

month when new dates are added. Please check every month to stay on top of upcoming due dates and 

meetings.   
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Helping make 4-H possible  

in Mahaska County. 
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