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Happy New Year from the Mahaska County 4-H Family! 
Thank you to all of our families for completing enrollment 
before the Jan. 1 deadline. We look forward to another 
great year of 4-H in Mahaska County!
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Office Closed

ENROLLMENT DUE JANUARY 1 - NO EXCEPTIONS!
Enrollment opened on September 1, 2023 and must be completed by January 1, 2024. Enrollment can be completed on 
4-H Online (4honline.com). If you have any questions, feel free to contact Shannon at 641-676-9121 or rabotski@iastate.
edu.

• All previously enrolled Mahaska County 4-H members MUST enroll in 4-H Online and have all program fees paid 
by JANUARY 1, 2024 in order to be eligible to exhibit at the 2024 Southern Iowa Fair. New 4-H members have until 
May 15, 2024 to enroll.
• The annual program fee is $35 to enroll in 4-H. This is thanks to Mahaska County Farm Bureau! They are 
donating a $5 scholarship for each 4-H member and the Mahaska County Extension Council is providing a $5 
scholarship for each 4-H member with funds from Iowa 4-H Foundation. If this fee presents an undue financial 
burden, financial aid is available from the Mahaska County 4-H Foundation. Please contact the Extension Office for 
assistance. 
• All families are strongly encouraged to pay their enrollment fees online when they enroll. Go to  
extension.iastate.edu/4h/4honline-information-families-and-leaders for family enrollment help sheets.

The office will be closed to the public on Monday, January 15 in 
observance of Martin Luther King Day.

We apologize for any inconvenience this may cause. Thank you! 

FEBRUARY 1 DUE DATE FOR MARKET BEEF IDENTIFICATION

• Market Beef MUST be entered BY FAMILIES by February 1, 2024
• Families will enter the animal information in 4-H Online for 4-H members and on Google Forms 

for FFA members
• This will include putting in the registration numbers, breed information, ear tag, weights,  

birthdates, etc. ENTERING “PENDING” FOR THE REGISTRATION NUMBERS IS NOT  
ACCEPTABLE. Youth must be enrolled and approved in 4-H Online to enter your animal.

• This goes for both county and state fair animals.
• If you do not enter your animal into 4-H Online or the FFA Google Form by February 1, 

2024, it will not be eligible to be exhibited at county and/or state fair!
• Check out this help sheet for entering information into 4-H Online.
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Learn the basics of choosing and caring for backyard chickens at 
a one-hour workshop at 6:30 p.m. on Thursday January 25 in  
Oskaloosa. The workshop is sponsored by Mahaska County 
Extension and the ISU Extension and Outreach Small Farms 
program. 
The workshop will be held at the Mahaska County Extension 
office, 212 North I Street, Oskaloosa. It is open to the public, 
attendees of all ages are welcome. There is no cost to attend, but 
registration is requested. 
Instructor Christa Hartsook will cover how to order, care for, and 
protect your new flock. Topics include brooding chicks,  
appropriate feeders and waterers and coop construction tips. The 
workshop will also include showmanship concepts and tips for 
4-H’ers attending county fair.
For more information, contact Suzette Striegel, Mahaska County 
Extension.  
Call 641-673-5841 or email striegel@iastate.edu to register.

“Getting Started with Backyard Chickens” Workshop Set 
for January 25 in Oskaloosa

One-hour extension workshop covers ordering 
and caring for a new flock

YQCA stands for Youth for the Quality Care of Animals and is required for 4-H & FFA members exhibiting Poultry, Rabbits, Sheep, 
Beef, Dairy, Swine, Meat Goat, & Myotonic Goat. It is not required for Bucket/Bottle, Llama/Alpaca, or Horse project exhibitors.
YQCA is an online training that can be completed at home or at the Extension office (by appointment). Cost to take the online 
training is $12.00 each year. Those who complete a financial aid application at the Extension office will automatically receive a 
coupon code to use.
YQCA must be completed by JULY 1 for members to be eligible to exhibit livestock at the county and/or 
state fair. The YQCA online program includes three components for each topic (food safety, animal wellbeing, and character  
development): 1) knowledge building, 2) skills lab, 3) quiz for each content topic. The online program is very interactive, bright, 
colorful, relatable, and fun! 
To access YQCA please go to https://yqcaprogram.org/
Use this helpful guide to access the training and your certificate:  
https://yqcaprogram.org/local/pdf/YQCA_HelpDoc_GettingYourWBTCertification.pdf
Once you complete YQCA please send a copy of your certificate to the Extension Office. We will accept hard copies or digital 
copies of the certificate. Please email certificates to rabotski@iastate.edu. 

        YQCA for Livestock Exhibitors

Backyard Chickens eCourse: https://store.
extension.iastate.edu/product/15129

Small Farm Sustainability program: https://
www.extension.iastate.edu/smallfarms

Farm, Food and Enterprise Development 
program:
https://www.extension.iastate.edu/ffed
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 Clover Kids

Clubs and Meeting Times

Oskaloosa Clover Kids
Meeting Time/Date: Tuesday, January 9 
at 4:30-5:30 p.m.
Location: ISU Extension Auditorium

Oskaloosa Christian School
Meeting Time/Date: Thursday, January 
11 at 3:15-4:15 p.m.
Location: Christian School Music Room

Harrison Hustlers Clover Kids
Meeting Time/Date: Monday, January 8 
at 7-8 p.m.
Location: EBF High School

North Mahaska Clover Kids
Meeting Time/Date: Tuesday, January 
16 at 4-5 p.m.
Location: Friends Church

Eddyville Clover Kids
Meeting Time/Date: Thursday, January 4 
at 3:15-4:15 p.m.
Location: Eddyville Elementary School

Cedar Livestock Clover Kids
Meeting Time/Date: Sunday, January 14 
at 2:15-3:15 p.m.
Location: Fremont Community Church

Clover Kids Registration is OPEN!
Clover Kid registration is open NOW via 4-H Online. All Clover 
Kids registrations need to be completed online 
www.v2.4honline.com. Clover Kids meeting are in full swing 
and hope you can join us!!!

Cost to join Clover Kids will be $25.00 for the year which 
includes a t-shirt, monthly activities, and snacks at our monthly 
meetings. Each month will consist of a new lesson that will 
include activities and crafts.Unfortunately, children who are 
enrolled in Kinder-Prep are not eligible, only those who are 
enrolled in Kindergarten-3rd grade students are eligible.

Clover Kids Meetings
Meeting dates, times, and locations are all located to the left. 
Please double check your meeting time and location so your 
do not miss out on your club’s meeting. 

This month’s meeting is titled Wonderful Wind 
Agenda Items Include: 
• Snack & Drink 
• Reading: I Face the Wind 
• Trapped air and wind activities
• Airzooka fun 
Interested in participating or volunteering for Clover Kids in 
2023-2024? Contact Shannon Rabotski at  
rabotski@iastate.edu or 641-673-5841.
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Superintendent Openings

We are currently on the search for poultry and beef superintendents. If you or 
someone you know would be interested in being a poultry or beef superintendent, 
please send them our way. 
All superintendents work as a committee with the other current superintendents 
throughout the year. Decisions are made as a group and then approved by the 
4-H Staff, Extension Council, and Fair Board. Volunteers must complete and pass 
an ISU Extension background screening and be approved by the Mahaska County 
Extension Council. Please contact Shannon Rabotski at 641-676-9121 or  
rabotski@iastate.edu if you are interested.

Honor Council

The Honor Council members did an awesome 
job of creating a float and representing Mahaska 
County 4-H in 2023 Lighted Christmas Parade. 
The next meeting will be at 3 p.m. Sunday,  
January 14 at the Extension Office. 

Iowa 4-H Camera Corps

Iowa 4-H Camera Corps is a program for 
all 4-H youth, designed to support photog-
raphers that plan on participating in the 
photography project area at county fairs. 
Youth can sign up to participate by filling 
out the form on the Camera Corps web-
page. Each month, a photography theme 
is provided with a different focus. Decem-
ber’s theme was “Framed Perspectives” 
with the goal of mastering the Principle of 
Design: Framing. 
To learn more about Camera Corps or 
sign-up for their month programs, visit 
their website at www.extension.iastate.
edu/4h/projects/iowa-4-h-camera-corps.
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Summer Intern Position Available

Are you a college student that 
has an interest in working with 
youth? Well we have the 
opportunity for you! We are 
hiring a Summer Youth  
Program Intern to help assist 
our office in summer  
programing. 

This position will be  
responsible for planning,  
coordinating, and promoting 
our summer day camps as 
well as assisting with  
preparing for the Southern 
Iowa Fair. 

This is a temporary position 
that will last mid-May through 
August, start date is  
negotiable. 

For a full position description 
and details on how to apply 
check out our website.

Swine Weigh-In Date

The Swine Weigh-In will tentatively take place on March 23 at the Fairgrounds Scale. Keep an eye on 
your email and on the 4-H: Mahaska County, Iowa Facebook page to stay up to date with important 
updates and information.
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Helping make 4-H possible  
in Mahaska County.


