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600 N 2nd Ave W                                                                                                              
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Meaghan Anderson 

This institution is an equal opportunity provider. For the full non-discrimination statement 
or accommodation inquiries, go to www.extension.iastate.edu/diversity/ext. 

Sponsored by: Iowa State University Extension and Outreach 
 Region 18 (Jasper, Mahaska, Marion, and Poweshiek Counties)          

Keynote Address  (9:00 - 10:30 am)  

Can We Beat the Weeds? 

Meaghan Anderson, Field Agronomist 

Iowa State University Extension and Outreach 
 

Weeds have a clever way of invading every crack    

and crevice in the landscaping, yard, and even the 

driveway! This presentation will review keys to weed 

identification, management measures for gardens 

and landscapes, and some helpful tips to help you 

beat them. 



Fruit Cultivars of Iowa 

Randall Vos, Commercial Fruit Crops Field Specialist,  Iowa State University Extension and Outreach 

There are lots of fruit cultivars that work in Iowa but some of the lesser-known cultivars are the 

better choice. We will be highlighting the less common favorites and new cultivars that would be    

to good try at your home.  

Plant Propagation for the Home Gardener  
Rachel Tan, Production Horticulturist, Greater Des Moines Botanical Garden   

Understanding plant propagation is an essential tool for the home gardener and provides an    
affordable  way to add plants to both your garden and interior space. Learn about plant                  
reproduction and explore various methods of propagation that will help you feel prepared for the 
growing season ahead.   

Growing and Using Herbs: You Can Do That!  

Mahaska County Master Gardeners: Ann Evans, Lois Clark, Veronica Grim  

Join us to learn about the interesting history of herbs. In this session, we will share ways to grow 
these wonderful plants and how best to harvest and use them.   

Morning Breakout Sessions  (10:45 -11:45 am)  

Symposium Information  
Registration:  Early Bird:  $50  (by March 15th)   
     Late:            $65   (call for availability) 
     Registrations limited to first 80 participants. 
 

Check-In: Starts at 8:15 AM on the second floor of the DMACC building, 600 N. 2nd Ave. W.,    
Newton, Iowa 50208. The Keynote will start at 9:00 AM. 

Enter Main DMACC doors on south side of building.  Take stairs or elevator to the second floor. 
 

Walk-ins and late registrations:   
Walk-in and late registrations will only be accepted on a space available basis.                                                         
Lunch and some sessions may not be available for walk-ins. Walk-in and late registration fee: $65 

 

Lunch: Available to all paid pre-registered participants. 

Cancellations and refunds:  Cancellations made before March 15, 2024 will receive a refund of 
their registration fee minus a $15 processing fee. Please note that refund checks take 2-4 weeks.   
No refund will be available for cancellations on or after March 15, 2024. 
 

Weather related changes: Necessary notifications would be posted on the following Facebook 
pages: Jasper County Master Gardeners and Iowa Master Gardeners.  
 

General Information:  Conference rooms vary in temperature, please dress in layers!   

https://www.facebook.com/JasperCountyMG
https://www.facebook.com/iamastergardeners


 

Grapes in Iowa! 
Jonita Boyer - Tassel Ridge Winery 

Good wine starts with good grapes. Learn the ins and outs of growing cold hardy grapes in Iowa and 
about different varietals that are great  for the area.  
 

Aquaponics with Early Morning Harvest  
Jeff Hafner, Owner Early Morning Harvest 

Explore the variety of techniques, systems and plants we have in operation at Early Morning        
Harvest. Learn how we grow produce year-round using organic techniques in our aquaponic,         
hydroponic, seasonal greenhouses and gardens.  
 

Relieving Spring Container Garden Anxiety       
Randall Vos, Commercial Fruit Crops Field Specialist,  Iowa State University Extension and Outreach 

Designing your own spring container garden of annuals can be a fun, yet daunting project. In this               
presentation, Randall will provide some tips on how to select plants effective for spring containers. 

 

Afternoon Breakout Sessions A    (12:30 -1:30 pm)  

Afternoon Breakout Sessions B    (1:45 -2:45 pm)  

Jeweled Dancers – Our Real-Life Dragons and Damsels  

Marla Mertz, Marion County Conservation Naturalist 

Prior to European settlement, wetland basins covered approximately 11% of Iowa’s surface area.  
Today, nearly 95% have been drained. We will discuss some of nature’s real-life damsels and        
dragons (damselflies and dragonflies) whose ancestors date back over 300 million years ago –     
long before the dinosaurs. 
 

Is My Tree Safe in My Yard?  
Guy Gibson, Certified Arborist 

This course teaches homeowners what to look for when looking at your trees and basic knowledge 
on how to manage insect pressure that attacks trees to your yard. Learn what measures can be     
taken to help keep your trees safe.  
 

Creating a Garden or Farm with Purpose  

Levi and Atty Collins, Boulder Ridge Farm 

Practical garden and farm planning that begins with your goals in mind. Learn to plan a garden/farm 
by starting with your specific needs. During this interactive presentation we will share a few of our 
farm/garden goals on Boulder Ridge farm, while helping you create your dream garden and farm.  



SESSION SELECTIONS:   
Some class sizes are limited  

Please rank your first, second, and third choice for each session  
by writing a 1, 2, or 3 by your selections  

 
Sessions will be filled on a first-come first-served basis as registration 

forms and payment are received in our office.   

 If you do not rank the sessions in order of preference (1, 2, & 3),                                     

sessions will be assigned based on availability. 
  

  

 MORNING KEYNOTE  (9:00 am—10:30 am) 

  Can We Beat the Weeds? 
    

 

 MORNING SESSION  (10:45 am—11:45 am) 

 ______  Fruit Cultivars for Iowa 

 _______  Plant Propagation for the Home Gardener 

 ______  Growing and Using Herbs: You Can Do That!  
    

 AFTERNOON SESSION A (12:30 pm—1:30 pm) 

 ______   Grapes in Iowa! 

 ______   Aquaponics with Early Morning Harvest  

 ______  Relieving Spring Container Garden Anxiety  
  

 AFTERNOON SESSION B (1:45 pm—2:45 pm) 

 ______  Is My Tree Safe in my Yard?  

 _______  Creating a Garden or Farm with Purpose  

 ______ Jeweled Dancers – Our Real-Life Dragons   
  and Damsels  

 

   

Registrat ion Form 
 

All registrations must be received by                                                           

Monday, March 14, 2024 
 

Name:____________________________________________________ 

 

Address:__________________________________________________ 
 

_________________________________________________________ 

 

City, State, Zip:______________________________________________ 

 

Phone Number:____________________________________________ 

 

Email:____________________________________________________ 

 

County:___________________________________________________ 
 

A lunch will be provided.  Special dietary options listed below  

 ____ I need a vegetarian  

 ____ I need a vegan lunch 

 ____ I need gluten-free lunch 

  

Symposium Registration Instructions:   

$50    (Lunch included)     

    Late Registration fee: $65                                                            
(March 15, 2024 or after - call for availability) 

   

  1.  Fill out this form: Make  sure  you  rank  your choices.           

 Mark your 1st, 2nd, & 3rd choice in each session.    

  2.  Make checks payable to:  

Iowa State University Extension & Outreach, Jasper County 
OR  

 Call to pay by credit card, adds 3.9% service fee                                                         

  3.   Mail payment and this registration form to: 

Iowa State University Extension 

550 N. 2nd Ave W. 

Newton, Iowa 50208 

Call: 641-792-6433  

Carol Camp  campc@iastate.edu  

The fees for service will be used to offset direct expenses and     
to  support the Master Gardeners, Agriculture and Natural     

Resources County Extension Programs.  

Sponsored by: 


