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Currently, swine producers are facing several industry changes, many of which are related to increased
record keeping. The two key issues that pork producers are facing include continued food safety and animal
well-being.

Pork Quality Assurance® 3 (PQA 3) is a revised certification program which aims to help swine producers
face these issues and industry changes. PQA 3 replaces the current PQA Plus® program. PQA 3 is a
producer-driven program used to ensure United States pork products are safe, of the highest quality, and
that the animals raised for food are cared for in a humane way.

The current PQA program has proven successful because of significant producer participation, customer
acceptance, emphasized animal welfare, and most importantly, we have seen a measurable reduction in
the instances of residues in pork.

Modeled after the Hazard Analysis Critical Control Point (HACCP) programs used by food manufacturers to
ensure the safety of food products, PQA 3 has been customized for on-farm use. The PQA program is
designed to identify practices that could result in a food safety hazard, and minimize the potential risk
through producer education. In addition to individual certification through classroom time, each swine
operation will have a site assessment in preparation for a packer pig welfare common audit.

The overarching goal of the common audit process is to provide consumers greater assurance of the care
taken by farmers and pork processors to ensure animal well-being and food safety. The audit tool builds on
the existing PQA Plus® program and expands it to serve as a single, common audit platform for the pork
industry.

This new audit is designed to:

Meet individual company and customer needs.

Be focused on outcome-based criteria that measure and improve animal welfare.

Provide clarity to producers about audit standards and expectations.

Minimize duplication and prevent over-sampling.

Ensure greater integrity of the audit process through consistent application.

Provide an objective, science-based platform to facilitate continuous improvement in animal care.

lowa State University Extension and Outreach is offering workshops for pork producers to prepare and
organize for the coming audit. Attendees will have the opportunity to walk through the steps of the common
audit, evaluate areas for improvement on their farms, and customize Standard Operating Procedures



(SOPs) to be best prepared for the audit process. Classes are offered at no charge with support from the
lowa Pork Producers Association.

Training session dates, times and registration information currently scheduled are as follows:
e June7,2016 @ 10:00AM—2:00PM, Plymouth County Extension Office, 251 12th Street SE, LeMars.
e July 6,2016 @ 10:00AM—2:00PM, Osceola Community Hospital Wellness Center, 600 9th Ave N,
Sibley.
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