Aksarben Exhibitors, 
You should have received the following message from the 4-H State Office in December 2019. If you did not take the time to read it, I suggest that you do! This email is extremely important for anyone that intends on showing at the national show Aksarben in 2019.
There have been several changes and most importantly you need to know that county extension staff will not handle any paperwork, payment or DNA samples/Retinal images this year. You will need to do this yourself.
I would encourage you to go to the Aksarben website and look through the new rules! If you have further questions please feel free to contact me. Thank you and hope you have a great day!
Whitney
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2019 Iowa 4-H Livestock Exhibitors-
If you do NOT intend on identifying/nominating or exhibiting animals at the Aksarben Livestock Show, you may delete this email now.
If you intend on identifying and possibly exhibiting animals at Aksarben for 2019, please read on for IMPORTANT changes for this next year.
· Aksarben is moving to a regional/national type of show, where their entry process will be similar to shows like the American Royal (Kansas City, National Western (Denver), or the North American International Livestock Exposition (Louisville).
· This means FAMILIES will be responsible for going to Aksarben's website to order and purchase hair DNA envelopes for their animals.
· NO Aksarben animals will be weighed in, nominated, or retinal scanned at your local county extension office.
· The following types of animals will now need a hair DNA sample for Aksarben:
· Market Beef
· Market Swine
· Market Sheep
· Market Goats
· ALL DNA hair samples are due July 1 directly to the Aksarben office
Go to the Aksarben website for a full explanation of the process including a list of frequently asked questions: https://www.aksarbenstockshow.com/p/events/403
Specific Questions/Answers for Iowa 4-H animals:
· Retinal Images are ONLY required now for Iowa State Fair animals (market beef, all sheep, all meat goats)
· Aksarben animals only do NOT need to be identified in 4-H Online - only county fair and/or Iowa State Fair animals
· If you want a market animal eligible for BOTH State Fair and Aksarben:
· ID the animal in 4-H Online (for county fair and State Fair eligibility)
· Collect retinal images (State Fair market animals)
· DNA punch tag (State Fair swine only)
· If also for Aksarben, go to Aksarben website to get a DNA envelope to obtain and submit hair sample
See the Aksarben website for contact information on questions for that show.

