MINUTES OF
KEOKUK COUNTY AGRICULTURAL EXTENSION COUNCIL
Thursday, October 3, 2019

The meeting of the Keokuk County Agricultural Extension Council was held on the 3rd day of October, 2019, at 6:00 p.m. at the Extension Office in Sigourney, Iowa.

Mike Bensmiller, chairperson, called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. with the following council members present:  Mike Bensmiller, Brian Kitzman, Heather Bombei, Steve Menke, Shirley Holm, Carla Dumont,
The following council members absent:  Justin Abell, Clint Mikesell, Janis Collins         
Others present:  Katharinna Bain, Gene Mohling, Michelle Sieren, Tom Miller

Tom Miller, Swine Specialist, shared information on African Swine Fever, economics and bio-security.

Motion by Steve Menke to approve the September 3 & 5 minutes.  2nd by Heather Bombei   Carried unanimously. 

August Reports- Motion by Shirley Holm to accept the Operating checking account- Keokuk Co. Savings $2162.24, saving account balance of $21,649.05 and Money Market account of $200,425.02.    2nd by Carla Dumont.  Carried unanimously.  September vouchers-Motion by Shirely Holm to approve checks 11932-11964 plus the EFT’s.   2nd by Carla Dumont.   Carried unanimously. 

September Reports- Motion by Shirley Holm to accept the Operating checking account Keokuk Co. Savings $3197.29, saving account balance of $21,649.05 and Money Market account of $187,425.02.    2nd by Carla Dumont.  Carried unanimously.  October vouchers-Motion by Shirley Hom to approve checks 11965-11988 plus the EFT’s.   2nd by Carla Dumont.   Carried unanimously. 
                                                                                          
Approve Volunteers- Heather Bombei moved to approve the list of volunteers.  2nd by Carla Dumont  Carried unanimously   

Program Up-Date Report on Fair /Adult Programs/4H Program:  Junior High Trip October 5 to St. Louis, Youth Jam Making September 28,  National Night Out, Master Gardener training will be hosted. Clover Kids training was held in Henry County, PBS is being hosted in all the schools in Keokuk County until December, leadership program to be hosted at Sigourney schools, SE ag advisory committee has been formed.   The Master Gardener training course schedule was shared.   2020 county fair committees are starting prep work.  69 trees planted on the fairgrounds with funding by a grant.  September 10 SE area meeting hosted in Washington County.   New clover kids program started with 30 members at the Sigourney school.  National 4-H Week potluck on October 6.  Halloween party in 4-H on October 27.   Awards Night is November 16.

Web page use and hits report was shared (186 unique visitors and 2,838 actions for September)
                         
Structured For Success: Katharinna shared that the region 15 council decisions were submitted to ISUEO administration.
                         
Public Comment Period:  Gene shared the purpose of a public comment period.  Steve Menkemoved to approve and adopt the following:    
“Keokuk County Extension Council allows time for public forum, where the public may present information or concerns to the council.  Each participant will be limited to 5 minutes. There will be no action taken at this meeting, but concerns may be an agenda item at future meetings. The Council will not ask or answer questions, clarify comments, nor explain their position on actions taken during this public comment period. Participants may not engage in discussion on other items of business during the meeting.  No defamation of character or slander will be tolerated during this forum and office personnel issues will be directed to the proper chain of command and not discussed in this forum.”

2nd by Brian Kitzman   Carried unanimously

Rob Sands, State Auditor, will propose legislation to be submitted this winter requiring mandatory prison time for embezzlement of public funds.  

Steve Menke moved to allow bottle calves and cow/calf pair male calves to be intact per the family/member decision; however, sheep and goats must be castrated to be eligible.  2nd by Carla Dumont     Carried unanimously 
                                               
Credit Card Revenue System:    several system were tested, will continue to work on options.
                                              
IECA   http://www.iacec.info/News/   March 28, 2020 annual conference

Michelle Sieren requested Council members to assist with record book review and awards determination. 

Additional discussion centered on the potential for a new show ring and an electronic sign.
                                                       
The next meeting will be November 7 at 6:00 P.M. unless notified otherwise.  December will be a holiday meeting with a meal!
                                                                                                                                                                                 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Motion by Brian Kitzman to adjourn.   2nd by Steve Menke   Carried unanimously.  Adjourned at 7:35 p.m.

__________________________
Shirley Holm, Secretary               
