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We hope you all have a great 

Holiday Season! The start of a new year 

brings new beginnings and a chance for a fresh 

start. Look past today and dream about your fu-

ture! What better way than investing in your fu-

ture by being a part of 4-H. 

We wish you happiness and health, stability and 

success, peace and comfort. We are excited you 

are a part of 4-H, and cannot wait to see what 

you do this year!  

ISU Extension and Outreach   

Keokuk County 

400 220th Avenue, Suite A 

Sigourney, Iowa 52591 

641-622-2680 

keokuk4h@iastate.edu 

Office hours: 8:00 AM to 4:30 PM, M—F  

www.extension.iastate.edu/keokuk 

• February 1:  

Market Beef 4-HOnline  Deadline 

• March 1:  

Scholarship Deadline 

• March 1:  

4-H Lock In 

• March 23:  

Swine Weigh-In 

• March 18:  

      Leaders Training 

• May 4:  

Sheep/Goat Weigh-In 

• May 15:  

4-HOnline Animal ID  

• June 1: 

• FairEntry Opens & YQCA Due 

• June 30: 

       Photo Matting   

• July 1:  

FairEntry Due 

• July 14-21: 

Expo Fair 

 

Reminder: Any exhibitor planning to 

show livestock at the 2024 Expo Fair 

must attend 6 hours of 4-H meetings/

events/activities by Expo Fair time. 



 

 

Scholarships 

 

Iowa 4-H Foundation Scholarships: 

• Check out the Iowa 4-H Foundation Scholarship page for helpful hints. The various scholar-

ship awards range in amounts, with 80 scholarship opportunities valued at over $100,000. 

Some scholarships are open to students pursuing any field of study, while others are open to 

students pursuing specific degrees and types of studies. Former and current 4-H members 

graduating from high school or currently attending college are eligible applicants. To apply 

visit: https://www.iowa4hfoundation.org/what-we-do/funding-for-4-h-ers/scholarships 

• Due: Most are due on March 1st, 2024. 

 

Grow Ag Leaders: 

• Ag students! We’re here to help you grow! Grow Ag Leaders, a Bayer Fund program, annual-

ly awards scholarships to students pursing a career in ag-related fields. There are more than 

250 careers in the Ag industry. For more information, program rules, and eligibility require-

ments, visit https://www.fund.bayer.us 

• Due: January 11th, 2024 

 

State 4-H Recognition Opportunities: 

• State 4-H Recognition is the process in which senior 4-H members in grades 9-12 can apply 

to be selected for special statewide opportunities such as awards and trips. The purpose is to 

support youth recognition and to provide young people with an opportunity to practice and 

grow leadership, communications, and college and career readiness skills through application 

and interview activities. Review requirements and apply for opportunities here: https://

www.extension.iastate.edu/4h/recognition-opportunities 

• Due: February 1st, 2024 

 
 

 
 

The training will be on March 18th at the Keokuk County Extension Office, meal will start at 

5:30, meeting will starting at 6pm. The meetings objective will be Prepare for Fair! 



 

 

4-H Lock—In 

 
The 4-H Lock –In is in the works for March of 2024!  

This event is open to Keokuk County 4-H’ers (grades 4-12). Join us 

for a fun night of basketball, swimming, dodgeball, table games, 

track, volleyball, and so much more! Even though the event is only 

one night, the memories you make at 4-H events are sure to last a 

lifetime!  

This event is $20 per 4-H member. It is located at the Ottumwa 

YMCA and is from 6:00 PM to midnight. There will be pizza provided 

for all who attend.  

Deadline to register for this event is February 23rd, 2024.  

More information to come later.  



 

 

Reminder: 

Market Beef Exhibitors 

 

All market beef animals MUST be entered into 4-HOnline by 

February 1st, 2024! 

 February 1st is the deadline for all market beef to be identified, 

tagged, weighed, retinal imaged, and input into 4-HOnline 

 Families will enter data at https://v2.4honline.com/#/user/sign-in 

 An animal can only be identified under one 4-H member. 

 Be sure to enter all 15 digits ( with no spaces or hyphens/

dashes) in 4-HOnline.  

 County Staff will verify animal ID information families have en-

tered against the 106 form. 

 Family ID Help Sheets are located at https://

www.extension.iastate.edu/keokuk/  

 Any purebred animal showing at the Expo Fair needs to turn in 

a copy of the registration at the Extension Office by July 1st, 

2024 

 Invoices for State Fair retinal scans will be mailed out in Janu-

ary. Please watch your mailboxes.  

 If you have any questions please contact the Extension Office 

at 641-622-2680 or email: xkeokuk@iastate.edu 

 



 

 

SAVE THE DATE 

Livestock Weigh-Ins 

 

•         Swine Weigh-In 

           Saturday, March 23rd, 2024 

         8AM—10AM 

         at the Keokuk County Expo Fairgrounds  

• Swine that are going to show in the Derby or Farm Class in the 2024 Swine Show 

must attend weigh-in. However, all swine will need to be ear notched and tagged. 

We encourage all swine exhibitors to bring their swine to weigh-in 

• If you plan to attend swine weigh-in be on the look out for a sign-up sheet.  

• All swine need to have 4-H or FFA tags in their ears. 

• Derby pigs can have a maximum beginning weight of 75Ibs. No Exceptions! 

• A maximum of 10 swine per exhibitor may be weighed in.  

• State Fair DNA tagging will cost $9.00 per swine. You may pay at weigh-in or the  

office can bill you after weigh-in.  

• Families who will be DNA tagging swine for State Fair on their own need to contact 

the Extension Office to arrange a time to pick up DNA tags, envelope, and tagging 

supplies. These families need to return the DNA samples to the Extension Office by 

May 1st, 2024.  

• All new members/families need to turn in an origin premise ID number, origin farm 

name, and origin address to the Extension Office by May 15th, 2024. 

• Any purebred animal showing at Expo Fair needs to turn in a copy of the registration 

papers at the time of weigh-in or to the Extension Office.  

Sheep and Goat Weigh-In 
 

Saturday, May 4th, 2024 

8AM—10AM 

at the Keokuk County Expo Fairgrounds 

ALL Sheep and Goats MUST attend Weigh-In 

 

Stay tuned for more information on the sheep and 

goat weigh-in in upcoming newsletters! 



 

 

Anyone showing any of the following animals at the 2024 Keokuk 

County Expo Fair or Iowa State Fair must take the YQCA test.  

Beef…Dairy Cattle or Goat… Meat Goat… Poultry… Rabbit… Sheep…Swine 

• Coupon Codes were given to 4-H leaders mid-December. If you have not received your 

code, please reach out to your club leader. 

• YQCA certifications are due to the Keokuk County Extension Office by June 1st, 2024 for 

all 4-H and FFA livestock exhibitors (beef, dairy cattle or goat, meat goat, poultry, rabbit, 

sheep, and swine).  

• Once you have your code: 

1. Go to https://yqcaprogram.org/ 

2. Sign-in with either 4-HOnline or (FFA only) a new profile. 

3. Select the member taking the course. 

4. Select age of youth in 2023 

5. Pay (enter code) 

6. Send a PDF version of your Certificate of Completion to Emily at ebelvel@iastate.edu or 

drop a copy off to the Keokuk County Extension Office by June 1st, 2024. 

• Coupons expire June 1st 

• You can check your certification status on 4-HOnline at https://v2.4honline.com 

• Tests may be taken multiple times. You must wait 1 hour between tests.  

• Once passed, you are certified until the following year! 



 

 

4-H Senior Spotlight 
Chloe Zittergruen 

Chloe is the daughter of Mark and Brooke Zittergruen. Chloe has 2 sisters Mariah 

and Aubrey. Chloe is a member of the Liberty Leaders 4-H club. Throughout 

Chloe’s years in 4-H she has participated Keokuk County 4-H Youth County Council, 

exhibiting projects at the Keokuk County Expo and Iowa State Fair.  

Chloe’s favorite 4-H memory is volunteering at the animal shelter and taking pro-

jects to the Iowa State Fair. While in school, Chloe has also participated  

Volleyball, softball, FFA, National Honor  

Society, Speech, and Student Council.  

Some of Chloe’s interest out side of 4-H and  

Event at Tri-County School are growing many  

Varieties of flowers including dahlias,  

Gladiolas, and tulips. She facilitates events as  

A FFA Southeast District Office, and playing  

Club volleyball.  

Chloe’s future plans are to attend Iowa State  

University  and majoring in Agricultural  

Communication and minoring in Horticulture.  

Snacks: Dried Mango 

Drink: Bubbl’r 

Movie: Top Gun 

Vacation she has taken: Mexico.  

Best of Luck Chloe!!! 

 



 

 

Iowa 4-H Statewide Virtual Home 
Improvement Workshop Series  

 
4-12th grade 4-H members are invited to join this 4-H workshop series to explore the home 

improvement project area. This trio of workshop opportunities will empower 4-H members to 

explore the home improvement project area and practice technical skills related to developing 

their home improvement project work. Registration space for workshops is limited and youth 

will register to attend in 4-H Online Events.  

 

January 18 

5:00-6:00 PM via Zoom 

Register through 4hOnline Events 

Join this 4-H workshop to explore the home improvement project area. Workshop attendees 

will gather virtually to meet other youth interested in home improvement, learn about furniture 

design, and learn to create a scale model of a piece of furniture that can be exhibited at a coun-

ty air event. 

 

March 28 

5:00-6:00 PM via Zoom 

Register through 4hOnline Events 

Join this 4-H workshop to explore the home improvement project area. Workshop attendees 

will gather virtually to meet other youth interested in home improvement, learn about selecting 

furniture finishes, and explore different techniques to finishing or refinishing home improve-

ment or woodworking projects. This workshop will help youth gain important knowledge 

needed for taking their home improvement exhibit to the next level. 

 

May 2 

5:00-6:00 PM via Zoom 

Register through 4hOnline Events 

Join this 4-H workshop to explore the home improvement project area. Workshop attendees 

will gather virtually to meet other youth interested in home improvement and explore creating 

floor plans for current space or newly renovated or built space! Learn about elements of a floor 

plan, creating a space that fits your unique needs, and explore how accessibility plays a role in 

designing floor plans. 



 

 

 

State 4-H Recognition Opportunities 
 
 

 
 
 

State 4-H Recognition is the process in which senior 4-H members in grades 9-12 can apply to be 
selected for special statewide opportunities such as awards and trips. The purpose of this event is to 
provide an avenue for youth recognition and to provide young people with an opportunity to practice 
and grow leadership, communications, and college and career readiness skills through application 
and interview activities. 
 

State 4-H Recognition Opportunities Important Dates 
 

• Applications open in 4HOnline on January 1. Interviews may be done in person or by video teleconference. 
  After registering as a participant in 4HOnline, you will submit your applications using this online form. 
• The application deadline every year is 11:59 PM on February 1. 
 There will be workshops available December-March on all aspects of applying. See below. Interview  
 selection and schedule are announced in the first week of March. 
 On-Campus Interviews in Ames, IA on March 23, 2024 between 9AM and 3PM. 
 Virtual interviews will be offered on March 16, 2024 between 9AM and 3PM and March 19,   
 2024 between 4PM and 7PM. 
 No additional dates or times will be offered. 
• Awards are announced every year in mid-April. 

 
4-H Recognition Day has given me the opportunity to prepare a resume and be interviewed, both 
skills that will be valuable in my future. I recommend this experience for all 4-Hers looking to prepare 
themselves for a job or career after high school. --Britt Bowersox, Graham Champions 4-H Club, 
Johnson County 
 

 We are hosting webinars for the recognition process. You can sign up for these webinars by logging in to 

 4HOnline and registering under “events.” 

 •    December 27, 7:00-8:00PM - Opportunities Through Senior Recognition Day 

 •    January 3, 7:00-8:00PM – Writing a Recognition Day Cover Letter 

 •    January 10, 7:00-8:00PM – Writing a Recognition Day Resume 

 •    January 29, 7:00-8:00PM – Open Office Hours 

 •    February 29, 7:00-8:00PM – Preparing for Recognition Day Interviews 

Go to https://www.extension.iastate.edu/4h/recognition-opportunities to register  

https://airtable.com/applWRYghP3chAJbK/shrRPisl8QGFn3ybk
https://www.extension.iastate.edu/4h/recognition-opportunities


 

 

Keokuk County 

400 220th Ave, Suite A 

Sigourney, IA 52591 

 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

This institution is an equal opportunity provider. For the full non-discrimination statement or accommodation inquiries, 

go to www.extension.iastate.edu/diversity/ext.    

http://www.extension.iastate.edu/diversity/ext

