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4-H Pledge
I pledge my Head to clearer 

thinking,  

my Heart to  

greater loyalty, 

my Hands to  

larger service, and 

 my Health to 

better living,  

for my club,  

my community, 

my country,  

and my world. 

KEOKUK COUNTY 4-H FAMILY NEWSLETTER 
February—March 2021 

It’s that time of year! We are selling Butter Braids for our Enrollment Fundraiser 

this winter. Sales began on February 1st, and are due back to the Extension 

Office with 

ALL payments by February 15th. Expected delivery date is February 27th. 

ANY cash needs to be counted in front of someone, so if you cannot drop off 

your sales before the office closes, please contact your leader and ask if they can 

do it for you. PLEASE do not leave orders and payments in the drop box! 

Our 4-H Program STRONGLY encourages each member to participate, as all mon-

ey raised goes towards your $35 4-H enrollment fee. If you choose not to sell 

please consider making a donation to cover your enrollment fee. Please help our 

4-H Program keep our tradition of no 4-Her having to pay to be in our great pro-

gram!

Butter Braid order forms were mailed out on Friday, January 22nd! 
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Hands For Larger Service 

 
 4-H MOTTO: TO MAKE THE BEST BETTER

In November the Iowa State 4-H Council announced of a statewide food drive, asking all Iowa State Exten-
sion and Outreach offices in 99 counties to participate by collecting non-perishable food items for the up-
coming holidays. The food drive collection began on November 2, and finished on December 18, 2020. 

The Iowa State 4-H Council set the goal of 10,000 items state wide, asking for a minimum of 100 items to 
be collected from each Iowa State Extension and Outreach office. The set goal of 10,000 items soon sur-
passed and on December 22nd it was announced that a total of 21,771 items were collected state wide. 

Members from the Keokuk County 4-H Youth Council and Keokuk County Extension staff helped promote 
this statewide food drive to Keokuk County 4-H clubs and surrounding communities. The collected non-
perishable items from each county office were donated to local food pantries, churches, and places in 
need in each county during this holiday season. 

Thank you to everyone who donated to such a much needed cause. 

Members of the Stick To It 4-H club recent-

ly hosted a community service project for 

our residents in the Sigourney nursing 

homes. 

Garden Gate owner, Cindy Dietrich pre-

sented to the club on how to make floral 

arrangements. Members put their talent to 

work while learning about the 4-H Color 

wheel, and  Elements of Design. 

The members of the Stick To It 4-H Club 

also made Valentine's Day posters for staff 

to hang on the doors and residents rooms. 

The Llama 4-H Club has also brightened 

the holidays with their llamas visiting 

nursing home residents all over SE Iowa, 

and participated in local festivities. The 

club is led by Doug & Alisca deRegnier. 



 WANT TO KNOW MORE? 
FIND US AT: EXTENSION.IASTATE.EDU/KEOKUK OR ON FACEBOOK AT: IOWA STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION-KEOKUK COUNTY 
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2021 Livestock Weigh-Ins 

 If you are unable to attend one of the scheduled weigh-ins in Keokuk County, please  

contact the Extension Office for additional information on surrounding county weigh-ins. 

Weigh-in will be held at the Keokuk County Expo Fairgrounds, in Sigourney on Saturday, March 27th from 8-10 AM 

Weigh In will be 1st come, 1st served for 2021 

Please read carefully 

NEW for 2021 – ONLY swine that are going to show in the Derby Market Class, or the Farm Raised class at the 

2021 Expo Swine Show are required to attend weigh in. NO EXCEPTIONS. 

 Families who WILL NOT be showing swine in the Derby Swine Class/Farm Class and would like help with ear 

notching and tagging their swine are encouraged to attend weigh in on March 27th for superintendents help. 

ALL families will be required to input their own swine information into 4-H 2.0 by May 1st, 2021.  

Families who WILL NOT be attending weigh in MUST contact the Extension office to set up a time to pick up tags 

and tagging supplies. Families MUST be able to know how to ear notch and/or read them to place correct 

information into 4-H 2.0, and turn in the WHITE copy of the 106 ID Form that will be handed to families with 

their tags,  NO LATER than May 1st, 2021. 

IOWA STATE FAIR SWINE 

State Fair Swine are welcome to attend weigh-in on March, 27th to get tagged if families would like help from the 

Swine superintendents . Families who will be tagging their own State Fair Swine will need to contact the Extension 

office and arrange a time to pick up DNA tags, envelope, and tagging supplies. State Fair Swine tags MUST be turned 

into the Extension Office NO LATER than Tuesday, May 11th 2021. NO EXCEPTIONS. 

Each State Fair ziplock bag will contain the following: 

Envelope for State Fair DNA tags 

 Number of tags requested by the family (Families will be billed $9/tag, whether your animal goes to State Fair 

or not.) 

 Ear notching help sheet 

4-H Swine ID/Tagging Process Help Sheet

DNA Ear Tagger

Ear Notcher if requested by families.

4-H 2.0 Help sheet for Swine ID

http://www.EXTENSION.IASTATE.EDU/KEOKUK
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Iowa-State-University-Extension-Keokuk-County/120595744643882
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR 2021 EXPO & STATE FAIR 

Livestock and Pet Identification 

STEP #1 

All 4-H livestock and Pet identification information must be completed by 11:59pm 

on May 15th in 4-H Online.  This includes every animal attending Expo, State Fair. NO 

EXCEPTIONS! Please put in ALL information even if it’s not required to.  If your animal 

has a beat put the information in 4-H 2.0.  

NEW for 2021:  It’s the 4-Her’s responsibility to upload ALL information on their mar-

ket animals and input ALL other livestock/pets attending Expo and State Fair. 

 STATE FAIR BREEDING BEEF - Must have a tattoo listed (both registered and commer-

cial); calf hood vaccination IS NOT acceptable identification as the primary tattoo. 

Secondary method of ALL breeding beef is needed. This can be calfhood vaccination 

number OR an official 4-H ear tag if the animal is not registered. 

STEP #2 

ALL animal entries for Expo must be included on the livestock entry card due July 1st 

in the Extension Office.  Cards will be handed out at June club meetings. 

ALL State Fair animals need to be nominated in Fair Entry by July 1st. 

 May 1st, 2021 from 8-10 AM

 Keokuk County Expo Fairgrounds

 This will include all 4-H / FFA Expo & 4-H State Fair Animals

 Commercial Yearling Ewes & Purebred Yearling Ewes don’t need to be weighed in.

 ALL 4-H State Fair lambs including:  Market, Commercial, Purebred, and Breeding Lambs will be

retinal scanned and MUST attend county weigh-in.

SAVE THE DATE! EXPO FAIR IS JULY  12—17, 2021 
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OUR VISION 
A WORLD IN WHICH YOUTH AND ADULTS LEARN, GROW, AND WORK TOGETHER AS CATALYSTS FOR POSTIVE CHANGE 

FAREWELL KEOKUK COUNTY 4-H FAMILY 

It is with a heavy heart to say goodbye to my 

4-H families, leaders, & staff. I have accepted

a new job outside of ISU Extension and Out-

reach and will be leaving Keokuk County Ex-

tension mid– February.

I want to thank everyone for helping me 

make Keokuk County 4-H a wonderful pro-

gram for the youth in our communities. 

For the last 7 years we have had some great 

memories, and I’m sharing some of my high-

lights with you. 

I have no doubt that under new 4H leader-

ship, our program will continue to grow and 

become more suc-

cessful. 

Respectfully, 

Michele Sieren 



Iowa State University Extension and Outreach 
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