
 

Johnson County 
Master Gardener 

THYMES 
 

 July/August 2020 
 
MG Steering Committee Meeting 
 
Wednesday, July 8, 7 P.M.; virtual meeting via 
WebEx will continue for the near future. Interested 
MGs are invited to participate—contact Shannon 
for instructions! 
 
 
Thymes Deadline 
 
Information/articles for the Thymes should be sent 
to Melissa Serenda at msserenda@gmail.com or 
Doug Geraets at dougrph@aol.com. 

Please send news, volunteer opportunities, sto-
ries, pictures, gardening book reviews, etc., for the 
September issue by Friday, August 28. 
 
 
Area Food Pantries ARE Taking 
Produce Donations 
 
 BY LINDA SCHREIBER 
 

CommUnity Crisis Services and Food Bank will 
take donations Monday-Friday from 9 A.M. – 4 P.M. 
and Saturday's 9 A.M. – 1 P.M. Address: 1121 S Gil-
bert Ct, Iowa City. Phone: 351-2726. 

Coralville Food Pantry will take donations at the 
loading dock on Tuesday from 10 A.M. to noon; 
Wednesday from 9 a.m. to noon; Thursday from 
9:30 A.M. to 1 P.M. and Friday from 9 A.M. to 1 P.M. 
Call to arrange other times to drop off produce. Ad-
dress: 1002 5th St, Coralville. Phone: 337-3663. 

North Liberty Food Pantry will take donations 
Monday-Thursday from noon to 3 P.M. Call to 

arrange other times to drop off produce. Address: 
89 N Jones Blvd, North Liberty. Phone: 626-2711.  

Table to Table will take produce donations at the 
back of the building (do not enter at the front). Call 
for volunteers to come to your vehicle. Address: 
840 S Capitol St, Iowa City. Phone: 337.3400.  

Catholic Worker House is taking food donations. 
Tomatoes, peppers and summer squash (yellow 
squash & zucchini) are especially appreciated. No 
specific times noted but usually Monday-Friday 8 
A.M. to 4 P.M. works. Address: 1414 Sycamore 
Street, Iowa City 52240. Phone: 515-729-6482. 

If you know of other locations needing food dona-
tions, please send information to the Thymes. 

 
 
Kiddie Korrall Planting 
 
 BY VICKI SIEFERS 
 

n May 11 Bonnie Penno, Sue Kloos, Deb Cas-
sell, Dick Siefers and Vicki Siefers helped 

plant 370 flowers at the Kiddie Korrall in Coral-
ville. 
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The park is a small residential green space with a 
shelter, playground and flower beds. The park is 
one of Coralville parks which uses no pesticides or 
herbicides. Lantana, zinnias and gomphrena in 4-
inch pots were planted randomly to produce 
colorful flower beds. Due to the pandemic, the five 
people who helped followed social distancing 
guidelines. For more information contact Vicki 
Siefers at vicki.siefers@gmail.com. 
 
 
Orchids On My Windowsill 
 
 BY MARY LOU MAYFIELD 
 

y first encounter with moth orchids 
(Phalaenopsis) was in college. I was a botany 

major and my fiancé, Jim, was a forestry major. We 
had a professor who had a collection of orchids in a 
campus greenhouse. We would wander through the 
maze of exotic plants together enjoying the 
beautiful flowers that ranged in size from tiny 
(http://www.aboutorchids.com/blog/2018/09/12/tiny
-flowers-at-orchids-in-the-park/) to huge 
(https://chadwickorchids.com/content/large-
flowered-cattleya-species) and ranged in shape 
from spiderlike Brassia cochleate to the “dancing 
ladies” Oncidium. I was especially fond of the 
“Moth Orchid,” so called because of its wide petals 
and sepals. One of the petals is formed into a 
“labium” with fine tendrils. 
https://longwoodgardens.org/blog/2017-01-
31/identifying-orchids 

I loved these beautiful orchids so much that I 
chose them for my bridal bouquet instead of the 
Cattleya, which was popular at the time. 

Some years later, I was at a greenhouse 
applying for a job in interior landscape maintenance 
and noticed an orchid plant in the discard can 
destined for compost. The leaves looked healthy, 
and I asked whether I might take it home. I did, and 
put it in a vented pot and bark mulch, in a sunny 
window. After some months of keeping the roots 
moist, it grew a flower stalk and bloomed for me. It 
was a Phalaenopsis, and I was thoroughly hooked! 

 

 
Moth Orchid I bought a year ago because of the color and 

many blooms. I make it a practice to not pay more for a plant 
than $1 per bloom or bud. This is the second time it bloomed. 
You could say it paid for itself! 

 
I currently have four plants, one of which is a 

miniature, and sometimes they all bloom at the 
same time! 

 

 
The miniature Phalaenopsis I got it for my fairy gar-

den. I keep it in a separate pot and it usually blooms at the 
same time as the larger Phalaenopsis. 

 

 
Closeup of mini-Phalaenopsis orchid flower 

 
Phalaenopsis, like many orchids, are epiphytes 

(An epiphyte is an organism that grows on the 
surface of a plant and derives its moisture and 
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nutrients from the air, rain, water or from debris 
accumulating around it). They are often grown in a 
medium of bark that provides support. In stores, the 
plants are often watered with ice cubes, which is not 
good for these tropical plants. Instead, I put them in 
a well-drained pot and keep the roots moist. I also 
spray the flowers and foliage with a mister. 

 Their natural habitats are  in south India, 
southern China to Taiwan, Indonesia, Sri Lanka, 
Malaysia, and Thailand. Papua New Guinea, 
Myanmar, the Philippines, and northern Australia 
(rainforests south of the Tropic of Cancer and north 
of the Tropic of Capricorn, but not at the Equator). 
Phalaenopsis, Doritis and some Paphiopedilum and 
Dendrobium like the 65-80° F temperature of a 
home or warm greenhouse. Part of their appeal as 
house plants is how long they continue to bloom. 
Phalaenopsis normally bloom 1-2 times a year and 
the blossoms can last 60-120 days. 
 
https://www.orchidsbyhausermann.com/growtips.ht
ml 
 
http://www.aboutorchids.com/identify/orchids/phala
enopsis.html 
 
 
Webinars From The Conservation 
Foundation 
 
 FROM LINDA SCHREIBER 
 

he link provided below is to a collection of 
webinars The Conservation Foundation has put 

on—all available on the groups Youtube channel.  
 
https://www.theconservationfoundation.org/resourc
es/webinars/?fbclid=IwAR2Zn10rET15kR8CNKqS
xsykuF_5BXN1sftqNFEJqtDyPRq9oo2pIqhXuwE 
 
 

Approved Projects Update 
(continued from June) 

 
 

Downtown City Gardens 
 

A generous donor provided five flats of annual 
flowers that have been planted in several gardens 
around the downtown. Several dozen gladiola bulbs 
have also been donated and will be planted in three 
gardens. In addition to longtime MG volunteers, 
Kristin Ho and Michael Kammerersmith, and public 
volunteer Harriett Echternacht, several new 
volunteers have joined our team: Anne Atkins, 
Laura Bonifazi, Helene Donta, Sadie Embree, 
Karen Fosse, Sandy Gannon, Connie Goeb, Jean 
Holtzhammer, Steve Lyons, Melissa Serenda, and 
Joel Wells! Volunteers have helped weed gardens, 
deadhead flowers and survey our gardens in the 
downtown area. 
 

Demonstration Garden 
 
The Demonstration Garden is growing—despite 
something eating a few of the things in the rock gar-
dens! We will be replanting to replace what has 
been damaged  so we fully utilize the space. So far 
we have not had to have watering done but only 
once (thank you Lindsey Anderson). 

Things that need to be done are: 1) spot ferti-
lizing of all plants; I will put fertilizer and a water-
ing can in the garden sink, 2) spread mulch—the 
mulch pile north of the garden that needs to be 
spread out over the area that I have marked. Please 
put cardboard over the grass, next cover the card-
board with mulch. A wheel barrel and shovels are in 
the Heritage barn to. Return these tools to the barn 
after use. 3) water plants—this should be done 
every 2-3 days when we have not had rain for more 
than 4-5 days. When using the water, ALWAYS 
make sure the water is shut off at the hydrant before 
leaving the garden. 

Any necessary tools or such can be found in 
the Heritage Barn alongside the butterfly house. 

T 
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Please be checking for other things that can be done 
in the garden, i.e. pulling weeds, etc. Just look 
around and see what can be tended to as we do with 
our own gardens. 

If anyone has small flowers (e.g., marigolds, 
zinnias, petunias) they can place in front of the 
fence entrance for color that would be great or even 
seeds would still grow.  I truly appreciate your at-
tention and help.  

Your attention and help is truly appreciated. 
Please email me after you visit the garden and let 
me know what you have done and how much time 
you were there for my report. 

Green beans should be ready to pick in about 
two weeks and can be donated to an area food pan-
try. 

 
Thymes Newsletter 

 
An Email was sent the third week of June to MGs 
who indicated an interest on SignupGenius in con-
tributing to the Thymes. The Email acknowledged 
their interest and encouraged volunteers to look at 
previous newsletters to get an idea of articles that 
have been published. Submissions were encouraged 
and formatting guidelines provided to interested 
MG volunteers. 
 
 
REMINDER: Log your Hours!  
 
 
 

ith the unique turn 
2020 has taken, there 

have been many more online 
learning opportunities! So 
far, Master Gardener 
volunteers have already 
logged over 26 thousand 
continuing education hours. 

Sign in to the Volunteer Reporting System 
here to log your volunteer hours and continuing 
education hours. Your username is probably your e-
mail address. 
 

From A Gardener’s Bookshelf 
 
 BY SHARON RUDE 
 

 

Blooms & Bulbs and… 
More 
by Judy Terry 

 
any of you may be familiar with Judy Terry 
and her weekly columns in the Saturday edi-

tion of the Iowa City P-C. I always look forward to 
reading her weekly columns and learning from 
whatever gardening knowledge she may be sharing 
and any of her light-hearted gardening insights and 
experiences. 

In 2008, my sister bought Judy’s book for me, 
Blooms & Bulbs and… More from Prairie Lights 
bookstore in downtown Iowa City. The book is a 
collection of Judy’s articles from the ICPC, ranging 
from 1995 to 2000, and provides some light reading 
during these days of quarantine while waiting for 
the spring weather to warm up. The book was pub-
lished in 2001 and at the time of this writing was 
available locally only at The Haunted Bookshop in 
Iowa City (single copy available for $8). 

Many of Judy’s articles provide timeless and 
timely gardening information. Her articles range 
from seasonal spring and fall garden chores to 
things to consider in your own garden, gardening 
with children in mind, summer produce, edible 
flowers, and special gardens such as a moonlight 
garden and roses. The book includes articles on 
timeless classics including daffodils, peonies and li-
lacs. There are articles on tomatoes, peppers and 
zucchini. The articles often include an acknowl-
edgement to the Master Gardeners as an additional 
resource and the HortLine. 

W 
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Although you may not be able to get your 
hands on this book, I would recommend reading 
Judy’s weekly article in the ICPC’s Saturday edi-
tion, whether in print or online. You never know 
what you may learn from Judy, whether it is a gar-
dening tip or trick or simply enjoying another gar-
den enthusiast’s experiences in the garden. 
 
Editor’s Note: P-C garden columnist Judy Terry 
was a longtime JCMG! 
 
 
Coneflowers For Pollinators 
 
 BY MELISSA SERENDA 
 
July is prime time for one of my favorite pollinator 
plants in the garden, gray-headed coneflower 
(Ratibida pinnata). This elegant flower is an icon of 
prairies, and is native to 
most of the eastern 
United States. In bloom, 
its compact brown head is 
made up of hundreds of 
tiny, petal-less brown 
disc florets, ringed with a 
dozen or so drooping, 
bright-yellow ray florets. If you’ve walked around 
any of the city’s prairie plantings you have certainly 
seen these cheery blooms in the height of summer, 
likely abuzz with bees and other pollinators. 

Although its slender stems and pinnately-
divided leaves appear more delicate than some of 
the other summer-blooming prairie plants like the 
broad-shouldered cup plant (Silphium perfoliatum) 
and its relatives, R. pinnata holds its own on the 
prairie and in the garden. Full sun is preferred, but it 
seems to do well in a wide range of conditions and 
soil types. Individual plants grow 3- to 5-feet tall—
a convenient height if you enjoy watching the 
pollinators go about their business.  

The individual plants are generally well-
behaved, however they self-seed with great 
enthusiasm. In winter, the dried seedheads resemble 
oversized matchsticks lolling atop their stems, and 

the mature seeds can be easily rubbed off and 
collected (giving off a pleasant anise-like scent). 

Although our human eyes are drawn to the 
yellow “petals” of the 
ray florets, those florets 
are sterile and offer no 
reward to insects; all 
the good stuff for the 
bees is found in the disc 
florets that comprise the 
rounded “cone” of the 
coneflower. In addition to many species of our 
native bees, R. pinnata is visited by wasps, flies and 
butterflies, and its seeds can be eaten by goldfinches 
over the winter. And best of all, it is also host to the 

extraordinary 
camouflaged looper, a 
caterpillar that decorates 
itself by snipping bits of 
flower petals and 
attaching them to its 
back with silk (picture to 
the left)! 

Gray-headed coneflower also has a little 
cousin, known as upright prairie coneflower or 
Mexican Hat (Ratibida columnifera). Generally 
growing to a height of no more than a couple feet, 
R. columnifera seems less assertive in the landscape 
and prefers conditions a bit drier than R. pinnata. Its 
rounded head of disc florets is considerably 
elongated and “column”-like, and its petals or ray 
florets are shorter and wider, and may have a dark 
red tint or wash over part or all of the yellow. 
Upright prairie coneflower is a plant of the Great 
Plains more than our local tallgrass prairies and thus 
not commonly seen in local prairie plantings, but 
can be an interesting addition to suitable gardens.  

If you have a nice sunny spot and a penchant 
for pollinators, give gray-headed coneflower or its 
columniferous cousin a try.  
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MG Birthdays
 

July 2020 

 4 .......................... Polly Gould 
 6 .......................... Linda Diggelmann 
 7 .......................... Ruth Ellen Walker 
 8 .......................... Amanda Vincent 
 9 .......................... Mike Murphy 
13 .......................... Brenda Roth 
16 .......................... Ann Tvedte 
20 .......................... Benjamin Batzer 
23 .......................... Marian Foster 
31 .......................... Kathleen VanDeWalle 
31 .......................... Tomeka Magnani 

August 2020 

 2 .......................... Rebecca Hansel 
 7 .......................... Miechelle Weber 
11 .......................... JoAnne Leach 
12 .......................... Laura Bonifazi 
24 .......................... Priscilla White 
29 .......................... Lindsey Anderson 
29 .......................... Michael Kammerersmith 
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How To Build Heirloom Tomato Cages  
 
 BY JOEL WELLS 
 

lum Grove is the historic home and former residence of Robert and Friendly Lucas and family. He was the 
first governor of the Territory of Iowa serving from 1838 until 1841. I was given the task of repairing some 

wooden tomato cages used in the vegetable garden. Built in 1844, Plum Grove has an historic designation, 
therefore, the tomato cages had to be made historically accurate from wood. The cages were in disrepair, so I 
chose to build two new ones. The cage design was very good—when not in use, they could be folded for stor-
age.  
 

  
 
Items needed:      Tools Needed: 
Four – 4-foot hardwood garden stakes  Drill, saw and Phillips screwdriver 
Twelve – ¾-inch x ¾-inch x 12-inch    1/8-inch drill bit  
Twenty-four – 1-5/8-inch #8 coated deck screws.   3/8-inch drill bit for countersinking the drilled holes.   
        
Since I was repairing and replacing tomato cages, I mimicked the previous design as it made the task easier.  
I bought a package of six 4-foot, ¾-inch by ¾-inch hardwood garden stakes for $6 (I purchased several pack-
ages to complete the project). Also available to purchase are 6-foot garden stakes that can be cut up and used for 
cross pieces.  
 

P 

Tomato cage Tomato cage 
folded for storage 

Cross pieces 
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1) Cut the ¾-inch x ¾-inch crossbars 12 inches long, then, mark both ends the thickness of the tomato stake 

(¾-inch).  
2) Drill a 1/8-inch hole and countersink* with the 3/8-inch drill. Be very careful when drilling the countersink 

hole as it should be only the diameter of the drill bit and zero depth. These have to be drilled and counter-
sunk as the wood is hard and will crack to the end of the piece if it is not drilled and countersunk.  

 
*A countersink is a drilled space around the 1/8-inch hole to allow the head of the screw to be flush with the 
surface of the wood.   

 
 

   
 

3) Layout the upright 4-foot states by making the thickness of the crosspiece (¾-inch) on adjoining sides.  
4) Since one cross piece will be above the other, on one adjacent side mark two thicknesses on the other side as 

shown. 
 
 

1)  Cross pieces marked – 
ready for drilling 

2) Cross pieces drilled and countersunk 

3/8-inch bit mak-
ing countersink  
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5) From the bottom of the cross piece mark 12-inches to layout next cross pieces as above and drill a 1/8-inch 

hole in the center of the marked space. 
6) Screw in the cross pieces, making sure they are just snug. I used a hand screwdriver to prevent accidentally 

over-tightening the screws. CAUTION: If tightened too much the cross pieces will crack.  
 
The tomato cages can be tightened for use with a hand-held screwdriver and loosened to enable folding for stor-
age.   
 
  

6) 12-inches between cross pieces 

5) Marked and drilled, with 1/8-inch 
hole, tomato stakes on 2 sides 6) Assembled cross bars on 

stake. NOTE: cracked cross bar 

3) 4-foot Stakes marked 4)  4-foot stakes marked on adjacent 
side 

12 inches 
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MG Upcoming Events/Volunteer Opportunities 

  July/August 2020 
 
 
Backyard Abundance 
http://backyardabundance.org/events 
Fridays, July 3, July 17, August 7, August 21, 10:30 to 11:30 A.M.  
Garden Guru at the Edible Classroom. Facebook Live Video. Enjoy your lunch with a virtual visit to 
the Edible Classroom.  

• July 3: Wellness in the Garden 
• July 17: Wellness in the Garden 
• August 7: Tea from the Garden 
• August 21: Wellness in the Garden 

Visit the Edible Classroom at Robert A Lee Community Center after each event to see what was done, 
pick up free publications, tend the garden and harvest food. Please make sure to follow social 
distancing and hygiene guidelines. Link to event details: 
https://www.facebook.com/events/316138866021331/. 
 
Sundays, July 5, July 19, August 2, August 16, 3 to 4 P.M.  
Garden Guru at Wetherby Park Edible Forest. Facebook Live Video. Join us (virtually) at this mature 
edible forest for the following sessions: 

• July 5: Art in the Garden 
• June 19: Enjoy Summer Goodness  
• August 2: Fairies in the Garden 
• August 19: Herbal Syrup Making 

Visit the Wetherby Park Edible Forest after each event to see what was done, pick up free 
publications, tend the garden and harvest food. Please follow social distancing and hygiene guidelines 
to keep yourself and your community safe. Event link: 
https://www.facebook.com/events/279428103057345/. 
 
Wednesdays, July 8, July 22, August 12, August 26, 4:30 to 5:30 P.M.  
Garden Guru at Creekside Park Edible Forest. Facebook Live Video. Learn about Iowa City’s newest 
edible forest in a virtual format.  

• July 8: Delicious Ways to Use Leafy Harvests 
• July 22: Wild Plant ID and Maintenance 
• August 12: Pollinator Honoring 
• August 26: Maintain 
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Visit Creekside Park Edible Forest after each event to see what was done, pick-up free publications, 
tend the garden and harvest food. Please follow social distancing and hygiene guidelines to prevent 
the spread of COVID-19. Link to event details: 
https://www.facebook.com/events/963068434142476/. 
 
Wednesday, August 19, 6:30 to 8:30 P.M.  
Wholeness and Healing in the Prairie. See entry under Johnson County Conservation for details. 
 
Bur Oak Land Trust 
www.buroaklandtrust.org/events/ 
Wednesday, August 5, 5 to 9 P.M.  
Share the Profit at Oryza. Oryza Asian Cuisine, 5 Sturgis Corner Dr, Iowa City. Join Bur Oak Land 
Trust at Oryza for a share the profit partnership! Enjoy delicious Asian cuisine in a casual dining 
atmosphere. Ask about their private dining room. Oryza will donate 10% of their profits to Bur Oak 
Land Trust! 

Wednesday, August 19, 5 to 10 P.M.  
Share the Profit at Hudson’s. Hudson’s Southside Tap, 428 Hwy 1 W., Iowa City. Join Bur Oak Land 
Trust for a Community Night at Hudson's Southside Tap. Support Bur Oak Land Trust by 
experiencing locally owned, 100% made from scratch menu. And 40 tap beers! A portion of Hudson's 
profits will be donated to Bur Oak Land Trust.  

Johnson County Conservation 
http://www.johnson-county.com/conservation 
salgreen@co.johnson.ia.us 
https://www.facebook.com/pg/johnsoncountyconservation/events/ 
Wednesdays, July 1, 8, 15, 22, August 19, 26, Various Times. 
Tuesdays, July 28, August 4, 11, Various Times. 
Monday, August 31, Various Times.  
Solarize Johnson Co. Virtual Solar Power Hour. Virtual. Join us for a virtual Solar Power Hour from 
the comfort of your couch! Solarize Johnson County is an education and group purchasing program 
for residential solar. Offered by Johnson County, nine partner cities, and the Midwest Renewable 
Energy Association (MREA), homeowners throughout Johnson County and West Branch, Iowa, may 
participate in this program to help pool their buying power to secure significant discounts that make 
installing solar more affordable for your home or property. In this webinar, you'll learn more about the 
program, hear from solar experts, and speak with the competitively-selected solar installer Eagle Point 
Solar about whether solar might be right for you. Visit 
https://www.facebook.com/pg/johnsoncountyconservation/events/ for information and registration 
links for each date. 
 
Wednesday, August 19, 6:30 to 8:30 P.M.  
Wholeness and Healing in the Prairie. F.W. Kent Park Conservation Education Center, 2048 Highway 
6 NW, Tiffin, IA. Treat yourself to a walk in nature. Participants of all mobility levels are welcome 
and will be accommodated during this slow stroll. 
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We invite you to walk through the prairie in a slow, relaxed way that helps still your mind, enjoy the 
present moment, recharge and reduce stress. Playful, exploratory activities will deepen your 
relationship with nature to enhance personal wellness while simultaneously benefiting the health of 
the land. Registration fee is $10 (register no later than August 12). To register, email 
fowen@co.johnson.ia.us or call 319-645-1011. See additional details at 
https://www.facebook.com/events/1766284506839930/. 
 
Linn County-ISU Extension 
http://www.extension.iastate.edu/linn/ 
Thursday, August 20, 10 to 11 A.M.  
Food Preservation 101. Online. Love that fresh garden produce but have more than you can eat? 
Preserve it! It’s not difficult, but you do need to follow safe methods. You’ll learn the basics of 
canning, freezing, and drying foods safely at home. This program will take place virtually via Adobe 
Connect. After registering, you will receive a confirmation email with the link. Contact: Kelsey 
Salow, 563-920-0081 or ksalow@iastate.edu. 

Seed Savers 
https://www.seedsavers.org/events 
Friday, August 14 to Sunday, August 16 
Seed School. Learn how to grow, harvest, store, and save seeds while discussing the importance of 
preserving crop diversity in your own backyard. Discover how to engage your community in seed 
stewardship through seed libraries, seed swaps, and community gardens. Cost: $250. Find details and 
register at https://www.seedsavers.org/seed-school.  

Trees Forever 
http://www.treesforever.org/Events 
Wednesdays, July 1 and July 15, 7 P.M. to 8:30 P.M. 
Fruit TreeKeepers. Webinar. Locally grown, nutritional food is important to our communities; helping 
people engage in the local food system, to know where their food comes from, and to eat healthier and 
more sustainable foods. For these reasons, Trees Forever has been planting fruit trees in community 
gardens throughout the Midwest. And now we need your help! The new Fruit TreeKeepers training 
program is designed to give local volunteers more knowledge of urban fruit and nut trees and their 
care. 

Trees Forever's Fruit TreeKeepers will actively participate in fruit and nut tree plantings in their 
neighborhood and community, learn to care for fruit and nut trees, and help promote and protect all 
community trees by being an ambassador for trees. 

Specifically, Fruit TreeKeepers will learn: Tree Biology, Proper Planting & Maintenance, Fruit and 
Nut Tree Varieties, Organic Tree Management and Care (A Beginner's Guide to Pruning, Disease and 
Pest Control, etc.), and Harvesting Techniques (for the home orchard, not commercial producers) 

This course will be by video conference using your computer, phone or tablet! Cost is $15. See more 
information and register at http://www.treesforever.org/Fruit_TreeKeepers. 
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Wednesday, July 8, 5 to 10 P.M.  
Community Night at Short's Burger and Shine. Help raise money for Growing Futures during 
Community Night at Short's Burger and Shine in Marion! Short's is generously donating 15% of every 
sale to the Cedar Rapids Growing Futures program! This helps provide work shirts, water bottles, 
healthy lunches for our Growing Futures Teammates and trees for they to plant in our community. 
Short's has something for everyone, from cajun style foods, pizza and 26 different types of burgers - 
each burger named after an Iowa town with a population under 1,000! Enjoy delicious Iowa - based 
ingredients as well, with Beef from Bud's Beef in Riverside, buns from Fancy Bread in Des Moines, 
and eggs from Kalona. Produce comes from their farm in Iowa City and their signature Short's 
Whiskey is crafted by Cedar Ridge Distillery. 

Wednesdays, July 8 and July 15; Tuesday, July 28, Various Times.  
Grow More Trees for Illinois! Caring for Trees in Your Community Webinar. Do you want to learn 
more about the trees in your yard, neighborhood, and entire community? Then, join us for one of three 
virtual and FREE webinars to learn how to plant, care, and advocate for your community’s trees! You 
will learn about the benefits of trees, tree stressors, how to plant a tree, tree care, and more. You might 
even pick up a tree ID tip or two. Join fellow Illinoisans who want to make Illinois a greener, tree-
friendly place to live.  

The webinar will be held on three different days and times. Sign-up for the day and time that is most 
convenient for you! These webinars will be presented by Kevin Bennett, Trees Forever Field 
Coordinator.  

Webinar dates and times: 

July 8 at 12:00 P.M. 

July 15 at 7:00 A.M. 

July 28 at 6:00 P.M. 

 Learn more and register at http://www.treesforever.org/stewards.  

Wednesday, July 29, 10 A.M.  
Creating a Buzz Pollinator Webinar. Trees Forever and partners are Creating a Buzz through our 
pollinator trainings that provide a comprehensive look at the importance of pollinators, the decline of 
pollinators, what pollinators need, and how you can attract pollinators to your farm.  Attendees will be 
provided with a digital toolkit they can use to educate others about the topics discussed.  Learn about 
the importance of trees and shrubs to early season forage habitat as well as nesting opportunities for a 
range of pollinator species. Learn more and register at http://www.treesforever.org/PollinatorWebi-
nar. 
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100 Grannies 
http://www.100grannies.org 
Thursday, July 7, 10 A.M. to 12 P.M. 
Online Retreat: COVID-19: Dress Rehearsal for the Climate Change Crisis? COVID-19 and climate 
change are both capable of changing lives, economies, and societies overnight. This and other features 
makes them strongly similar. But they also differ in important ways: COVID-19 came on like a 
firestorm, fast a furious. Climate change in contrast grinds forward like a glacier, strong, slow and 
relentless. When COVID-19 struck Iowa in March, Connie, who regularly writes and speaks on 
climate change, thought that a comparison of these two major crises would be worth examining. In 
doing so, she realized that the COVID-19 pandemic could be beneficial, if we allow it to reshape our 
climate-change mitigation efforts. Her journal article on this subject will be published in July. Join her 
and others in a Zoom talk on the comparison, followed by time for you to ask questions on the talk 
and other questions you may have on climate change. On-line retreat. No fee; free-will donation. 
Contact: https://interland3.donorperfect.net/weblink/weblink.aspx?name=E26071&id=259. 
DEADLINE TO REGISTER:  July 1, 2020 

Tuesday, July 28 and Tuesday, August 25, 7 to 8 P.M. 
100 Grannies Regular Monthly Meeting. Now being held via Zoom. Members: Please look for email. 
Contact:  100granniesiowacity@gmail.com.  

 
 

Additional Resources/Event Opportunities 
 
 

Eastern Iowa Bird Watchers/IC Birds 
http://www.iowacitybirdclub.org/events 

Iowa State Extension 
http://www.extension.iastate.edu/calendar/ 

Johnson County-ISU Extension 
http://www.extension.iastate.edu/johnson/ 

New Pioneer Coop 
https://www.newpi.coop/community  
 
Project GREEN 
http://www.projectgreen.org/ and https://www.facebook.com/www.projectgreen.org 

 
 
 



 15 

 
The Johnson County Master Gardener Thymes is 
published monthly, except January and August. 
It is distributed under the auspices of Iowa State 
University. 

Mail can be sent to: 
Johnson County Extension Service 
Attn: Master Gardener Newsletter 
3109 Old Highway 218 S. 
Iowa City, IA 52246 
Iowa State University Extension and Outreach 
does not discriminate on the basis of age, disabil-
ity, ethnicity, gender identity, genetic infor-
mation, marital status, national origin, pregnancy, 
race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, socioeco-
nomic status, or status as a U.S. veteran. Direct 
inquiries to the Diversity Officer, 515-294-1482, 
extdiversity@iastate.edu. 
Send email to: bielicke@iastate.edu 

 


