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AGENDA 
 

JEFFERSON COUNTY EXTENSION COUNCIL MEETING 
Tuesday, February 20, 2024, 6:30 p.m.  

Jefferson County Extension Office (2606 West Burlington Ave, Fairfield, IA) 
 

1.   Call the meeting to order and roll call:  Eric Miller 

Council Members Present: Laurie Bennett, Christine Engwall, Barb Kistler, Shelley Moothart, Eric Miller, 
Sherri Mineart, Mark Yule 

 Council Members Absent: Susie Drish, Drew Johnson 
 Others present: Cindy Hall, Courtney Burkhalter, Mike Filson 
 
2.   Approval of Agenda:  Eric Miller  
 Laurie Bennett moved to approve agenda 
 Sherri Mineart second 

Approve 7 – 0 Laurie Bennett, Christine Engwall, Barb Kistler, Shelley Moothart, Eric Miller, Sherri 
Mineart, Mark Yule 

3.  Open Forum for Public Comments  
The Jefferson County Extension Council allows time for public forum, where the public may present information or concerns to 
the council. Each participant will be limited to 5 minutes. Unless the item is on the agenda, there will be no action taken at this 
meeting. Concerns may be an agenda item at future meetings. The Council will not ask or answer questions, clarify comments, 
nor explain their position on actions taken during this public comment period. Participants may not engage in discussion on 
other items of business during the meeting. No defamation of character or slander will be tolerated and office personnel issues 
will be directed to the proper chain of command and not discussed in this forum. 

4.  Secretary’s Report: Sherri Mineart 
o Approval of minutes from January 23, 2024 
o Mark Yule made a motion to approve minutes (change #5  70 to 7) 

Sherri Mineart second 
Motion carried 7 – 0 Laurie Bennett, Christine Engwall, Barb Kistler, Shelley Moothart, Eric 
Miller, Sherri Mineart, Mark Yule 

5.  Treasurers Report:  Drew Johnson (Eric Miller) 

o Approval of January check #13857 through #13881, payroll totaling $6,350.83, and EFT ‘s 
totaling $2,665.07. 

o Financial Reports 
o Shelley Moothart motioned to approve  

Laurie Bennet second 
Motion carried 7 – 0 Laurie Bennett, Christine Engwall, Barb Kistler, Shelley Moothart, Eric 
Miller, Sherri Mineart, Mark Yule 
 

6.       Reports: (List who gave reports) 
o Staff and program specialists  
o Extension Council Committees 
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• Personnel 

• Fiscal  

• Programming no meeting 

• Strategic Planning 

• 4-H and Youth Committee – Courtney updated on pesticide class, caregiver class, 
working regionally on Fair.  Working on Farm Show and office organization.   

• Fair Board – Filson - Courtney to attend 2/21 meeting.  Need to start Auction committee 
conversation. 

• MOU 

• Advisory 
o Regional Director & IECA Updates 

• IECA Professional Development Opportunities – Cindy – April date in Oskaloosa; 
Secretary and Chair training 

• Council Elections/Nominating Committee - Barb Laurie, Drew, Eric – let Cindy know if 
you will run again. Task a group for nominating committee – 2 men and 2 women. Mark 
to talk to Richard; Christine will talk to Steels; Eric reach out to Amy White. 

• ISU Extension Strategic Vision/Catalyst Grant – four county area – specialist in one area 
and not all areas. $100K for 18 mos. Rethink how to make these positions successful and 
increase longevity. Grant due 4/15. 
 

 7.        Unfinished/Ongoing Business 

o Extension Council Photo (Please wear an Extension or neutral-colored shirt) – table until next 

month 

o Master Volunteer List 

• Barb Kistler made amotion to approve list, Christine second 

• Motion carried 7 - 0 Laurie Bennett, Christine Engwall, Barb Kistler, Shelley Moothart, 
Eric Miller, Sherri Mineart, Mark Yule 

o Hiring Updates  

• Summer Program Intern – Julie Cambell accepted start mid-May 

• Day Camp Assistant – position currently posted 

• CYC – position currently posted 

• Horticulture & Ag Summer Position – personnel committee met  

Christine Engwall mad a motion to post the seasonal Horticulture & Agriculture Program 

Coordinator position working up to 200 hours. 

Barb Kistler second  

Motion carried 7 – 0 Laurie Bennett, Christine Engwall, Barb Kistler, Shelley Moothart, 

Eric Miller, Sherri Mineart, Mark Yule 

 

o Greenhouse/Garden Update – School will take some components – will be removed by Fair. 

o County Fair Photographer – Newspaper printing a fair insert with the champion and state fair 

winners. Not taking general photos.  Photos due last day of the fair to get to paper. Application 

process.  
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• Laurie Bennet made a motion to pay up to $500 for a county fair photographer who will 

take photos at the end of each livestock show and twice during the week for state fair 

projects.   

Barb Kistler seconded.  7-0 Laurie Bennett, Christine Engwall, Barb Kistler, Shelley 

Moothart, Eric Miller, Sherri Mineart, Mark Yule 

Motion carried 7 – 0 Laurie Bennett, Christine Engwall, Barb Kistler, Shelley Moothart, 

Eric Miller, Sherri Mineart, Mark Yule 

o Master Volunteer List 

• Laurie Bennet made a motion to approve the Master Volunteer List.   

Second by Shelley Moothart 

Motion carried 7 – 0 Laurie Bennett, Christine Engwall, Barb Kistler, Shelley Moothart, 

Eric Miller, Sherri Mineart, Mark Yule 

o Extension Council Photo (Please wear an Extension or neutral-colored shirt) – tabled to next 

month.  

8. New Business 
o Computer Cabinet Donation – donate the computer cabinet to Fairfield and Pekin or take to 

Habitat for Humanity.   

• Laurie Bennett made a motion to donate the computer cabinet to Fairfield Community 

School District or Pekin Community School District   

Shelley Moothart second  

Motion carried 7 – 0 Laurie Bennett, Christine Engwall, Barb Kistler, Shelley Moothart, 

Eric Miller, Sherri Mineart, Mark Yule 

o 4-H Enrollment Fees Recommendation: Extension Council will pay full $5 fee for all Clover Kids 
enrolled and will pay $20 of the 4-H enrollment fee for each 4-H member who enrolls before 
December 31.  After December 31, the 4-H member is responsible for the full enrollment fee 
themselves. 
• On behalf of the fiscal committee Mark Yule made a motion that starting in the 2024-2025 

4-H program year, the Extension Council Covers $20 of the $45 enrollment fee for 4-Hers 
and all $5 of the Clover Kids enrollment fee if they enroll by December 31.   
No second – table to Youth Committee, retention 
 

o FY25 Budget Proposal 

o Education Fund: 
• Mark Yule made a motion that the FY25 Extension Education Fund budget be approved 

for $358,825 expenditures with a tax request of $279,000 with $275,669 from property 

tax and $3,331 from utility excise tax. The council treasurer is directed to officially 

publish that the FY25 budget public hearing is scheduled for March 19, 2024 at 6:30 pm  

Second by Shelley Moothart.   

Motion carried 7 – 0 Laurie Bennett, Christine Engwall, Barb Kistler, Shelley Moothart, 

Eric Miller, Sherri Mineart, Mark Yule 

http://www.extension.iastate.edu/diversity/ext


This institution is an equal opportunity provider. For the full non-discrimination statement or accommodation inquiries, go to 

www.extension.iastate.edu/diversity/ext. 

 

 

 

o Tort: 
• Mark Yule moved that the FY25 Tort budget be approved for $6,500 in expenditures  

with a tax request of $2,000 with $1976 from property tax and $24 from utility excise 

tax. The council treasurer is directed to officially publish that the FY25 budget public 

hearing is scheduled for   March 19, 2024 at 6:30 pm   

Second by Laurie Bennett. 

Motion carried  7-0 Laurie Bennett, Christine Engwall, Barb Kistler, Shelley Moothart, 

Eric Miller, Sherri Mineart, Mark Yule 

o Security Cameras – Iowa State suggested equipment over $3000.  We can use others not Ring, 

etc not enough security.  Will need to run electricity/internet. Fairboard willing to split the cost.  

Cindy to follow up on prices – Fairboard will discuss at their meeting 2/21.  

o Office Hours  

• On behalf of the personnel committee, Laurie Bennett moved to change the hours office 
hours to 8 to 4:30 p.m. year-round Monday – Thursday.  

• Barb Kistler second 

• Motion carried 7 – 0 Laurie Bennett, Christine Engwall, Barb Kistler, Shelley Moothart, 
Eric Miller, Sherri Mineart, Mark Yule 
 

o Extension Council Member Apparel – let Jeri know and she will send you the information. Would 

like to have by Fair time. 

o Swine Weigh-in Help (March 23, 9 to 11 a.m.) mention next meeting – 2 people 

Laurie/Shelley/Eric 

o Farm Show Volunteers (March 2, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.)  Jeri/Courtney will be there – plus Fairboard. 

Sign up for hour shifts. Fairfield Arts and Convention Center 

o Extension Week (April 15-20) – Food truck or Cattlemen’s cook – would be during the day – 

public could purchase their own lunch, could provide tickets to volunteers or social media. 

Wednesday April 17 11 - 1.  Laurie Bennett made a motion to look for a food truck to serve 

lunch 11-1 Wednesday, April 17th, for volunteers and others during Extension Week.  Barb Kistler 

seconded.  7-0 Laurie Bennett, Christine Engwall, Barb Kistler, Shelley Moothart, Eric Miller, 

Sherri Mineart, Mark Yule 

 

9.    Next regular meeting date is Tuesday, March 19th, 2024 at 6:30 PM.  

• Agenda items  
   
10.     Adjourn  

 Mark Yule motion to adjourn at 8:15pm   

Barb Kistler second. 7 – 0 Laurie Bennett, Christine Engwall, Barb Kistler, Shelley Moothart, Eric Miller, Sherri 

Mineart, Mark Yule 
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