• IGFI will
Using local government finance data, IGFI 		
analyzes trends and financial performance of 		
selected indicators
IGFI conducts and disseminates research
through publications and educational
		
workshops on critical topics relating to local
government finance and community and
economic development
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• The educational outreach program is designed
to provide an alternate perspective about the
financial health and performance of Iowa cities 		
and counties as well as provide an educational
component targeted at elected officials and 		
public employees

... and justice for all
Iowa State University Extension and Outreach programs are available to all without
regard to race, color, age, religion, national origin, sexual orientation, gender identity,
genetic information, sex, marital status, disability, or status as a US veteran. Inquiries
can be directed to the Director of Equal Opportunity and Compliance, 3280 Beardshear Hall, (515) 294-7612.

• IGFI is an ISU-sponsored outreach initiative to 		
provide local governments in the state of Iowa
with a host of services primarily aimed at
making communities fiscally stable and promoting
overall community and economic development

Issued in furtherance of Cooperative Extension work, Acts of May 8 and June 30, 1914,
in cooperation with the US Department of Agriculture. Cathann A. Kress, director,
Cooperative Extension Service, Iowa State University of Science and Technology,
Ames, Iowa.

What it is?

Why local government finance outreach?

What are the benefits?

• Local governments throughout Iowa provide
services that are essential for the functioning of
civil society

Potential outcomes include

I. Base financial condition and trend analysis

• Increase in public trust of local governments

This service is available to all cities and counties in
the state of Iowa. Using select socio-economic and
financial indicators, IGFI provides an annual report
on the current finance condition and trends for the
state of Iowa. Basic financial reports are available
at no cost for individual communities. Communities
may also request a customized report containing
additional data and analysis for a fee.

• In-depth understanding of the workings of
government finance is key to nurturing fiscally 		
stable and sustainable communities

• Greater accountability of local government officials

II. Advanced financial planning

• The objectives of local government and those of
community and economic developers are
interrelated

• Increase in productive and allocative efficiency in
managing public money
• Improved budgeting

IGFI provides advanced levels of analysis using
city and county financial data. Communities can
request a customized report containing additional
indicators. In addition, ISU professionals will work
closely with a community to organize brainstorming
sessions to develop a plan of action for better
financial management and integration.

• Civic leaders and those working to improve the
quality of life and economic conditions of
communities need government finance data to
make informed decisions

• Better financial planning

III. Workshops

• Efficient use of public resources is critical to the
long-term fiscal sustainability of local governments

• Financially viable communities
• Increased awareness and understanding of city
and county finances

• Better understanding of government role and 		
functions

To complement the financial condition reports as
well as provide an educational outreach, IGFI will
conduct workshops annually on a range of topics
relating to public finance, community and economic
development.

IV. Research and Educational Resources

Conduct research on topics related to local
government finance to provide Iowans with a better
understanding of their government’s role, function
and performance. IGFI is building a resource center
to cater to the needs of elected and appointed
officials on a wide range of issues.

