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Potential Obstacles in a Trail Class

Howard County 4-H
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These are possible trail obstacles.  Before any show, consult the trail pattern that should be posted by the announcers stand or in the horse barn at the fair.  Memorize the pattern.  The pattern will be different at every show, but usually has 6-8 obstacles.  The obstacles must be completed in the order and direction given on the posted trail pattern.  Trail patterns may differ by age of participant or by type of horse.

Gate: Open and close the gate while on your horse.

Walk over logs: Walk your horse over the logs without touching the logs.

Mailbox: Stop your horse at the mailbox, open the mailbox, remove the letter, show it to the judge, put the letter back, close the mailbox.

Cones: Trot through the cones in the direction given on the pattern at the time of the show.

360 Pivot and Back at end of Cones: Stop your horse after passing the last cone, pivot left 360 degrees, and back through the last cone.

Box: You may be asked to pivot 360 degrees in the box, or you may be asked to ground tie your horse and walk around the outside of the box while your horse stands still.  Ground tying means that you place your reins on the ground.

Bridge: Walk over the bridge.

Side Pass: Position your horse perpendicular to the log.  Ask your horse to pass sideways over the length of the log.

Tarp: Walk your horse over the tarp.

Raincoat: Take the raincoat from the pole.  You man be asked to put it on and take it off, or you may be asked to brush it on each side of your horse.

Walk out of the arena.

Box: Right 360-degree turn OR ground tie and walk around outside of box
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