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Travis Grover, Howard County 4-H Horse Project Leader
 

There are several things to think about.

 

Decide what type of horse you are looking for.

· Halter horse 

· Western/English pleasure/horsemanship 

· Game horse

· Other types
Keep your skills in mind.  A young, inexperienced rider will want an older, well-tamed horse that has had experience in your interests.

 

Decide what you want to spend.  If you have a lot of riding experience and are up for a challenge, you could try a younger horse and train it the way you want.

 

How to locate a horse.  (There are a lot of good horses out there so do a little research.)


Word of Mouth

· ask around while at shows or events (the Fall of the year is a good time as kids graduate and sell there horses or kids are ready to move up to a different horse) 

· go to a breeder.  They usually have a selection of young horses around and might know of some good experienced horses.


Internet

· www.dreamhorse.com 

· www.midwesthorse.com 

· www.cowboyway.com 

· www.prorodeohorses.com 

· www.horsetopia.com 

· www.agdirect.com type in "horse" 

· www.horsetraderclassifieds.com

Local Horse Sales

· be careful 

· some good horses 

· usually less expensive

Learn all you can before you go look.  Have a list of questions:

· How old is the horse? 

· Is it a mare or gelding? 

· Has it ever been injured?  Is it sound? 

· Does it have any bad habits? 

· Has the horse been shown, trail ridden across streams and rivers?  How did it perform? 

· Is it scared of anything? 

· Does it have any loading problems? 

· Does it have tying problems? 

· Is it a cribber? 

· Does it heave when it breathes? 

· How is it around other horses? 

· Can you ride it away from other horses? 

· How does it respond to different riders? 

· Does it have any problems with shoeing? 

· What price are you asking? 

· Have the owner send photos or video if possible.

Take an experienced horseman with you when you go to look at a horse.  It should be someone whom you trust their judgment.

· Schedule a day when you can take a test ride. 

· Watch the owner ride the horse. 

· Then you try to ride the horse.  You may need to take your own saddle.  Always wear your helmet. 

· Ask what types of bits work best with the horse. 

· See how the horse reacts to different situations. 

· If it is a game horse, will it walk in and out of the arena? 

· If there is something you feel uncomfortable with, be patient and keep looking.  There are lots of horses out there!

 

