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Not Your Grandfather’s Extension
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With 51 counties celebrating their centennials
in 2018 alone, the milestones and advancements
Iowa State University Extension and Outreach
has accomplished over the last 100 years has
been on full display. One hundred years, and
still going strong, ISU Extension and Outreach
is still striving to carry out its land-grant
mission and serve as a 99-county campus.
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Agriculture and Natural Resources
Staff serving southeast Iowa
Charles Brown
Farm Management
Specialist
641-673-5841

Ryan Drollette
Farm Management
Specialist
319-337-2145

Colin Johnson
Swine Specialist
515-291-9287

Joshua Michel
Field Agronomist
319-523-2371

Tom Miller
Swine Specialist
319-653-4811

Patrick O’Malley
Horticulture Specialist
319-337-2145

Virgil Schmitt
Field Agronomist
563-263-5701

Kristina Tebockhorst
Ag. Engineering Specialist
319-337-2145

Larry Tranel
Dairy Specialist
563-583-6496

Rebecca Vittetoe
Field Agronomist
319-653-4811

Patrick Wall
Beef Specialist
641-842-2014

While our purpose of providing unbiased, research-based educational programs for
Iowans has not changed over the past 100 years, the way we provide them has. Early
extension programs were delivered via educational trains, short courses, and farmer’s
institutes. Today, that research-based information is delivered through a wide variety
of means, including live face-to-face programs, webinars, online courses, newsletters,
blogs, publications, and one-on-one consultations.
Examples of Agriculture and Natural Resource (ANR) programs offered include:
• Master Gardner training
• Pesticide applicator recertification
• Farm Bill meetings
• Beginning Farmer groups
• Women in Ag (Annie’s Project, Agronomy in the Field, Women in Ag Conference)
• Farmland leasing meetings
• Ag coffee’s
• Transport Quality Assurance and Pork Quality Assurance programs
• Small Farms Conference
• Local food networks
To illustrate the reach ISU Extension and Outreach has across the state with Iowans,
in 2017 ANR made:
• 195,960 contacts at 1,914 meetings, workshops, and field days
• 7,931 face-to-face contacts
• 43,497 phone and email contacts
Learn more about the
impact ISU Extension
and Outreach –
Agriculture and
Natural Resources
is having on Iowans
by checking out this
video: https://youtu.be/
GdfuXg_d26s.
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Stressful Times
Net farm income peaked in 2013 for many farm operations.
Driven by increasing prices for corn and soybeans and
profitability in the livestock sector, the period from 200913 has been called the “Second Golden Age of Agriculture.”
Strong demand from the world, increasing ethanol production,
and reduced grain supplies due to the drought of 2012 all
contributed to higher grain prices. Since 2013 grain production
has continued to outpace demand and ending stocks have
continued to build. Grain prices have fallen by as much as
50 percent and input costs have been slow to follow. This has
resulted in a 50 percent reduction in net farm income since
2013.
Record yields in Iowa in 2016 of 203 bushels per acre for corn
and 60.5 bushels per acre for soybeans and excellent yields for
many in 2017
and 2018 have
tended to buffer
the economic
problems. Yet
many in Iowa,
especially
farmers in
southern Iowa,
had poor yields
in 2017 and
2018 and are
experiencing
the most stress today.
Beginning farmers and those paying cash rent for farmland are
the most vulnerable. These farmers tend to borrow more money
and have limited resources to refinance. Working capital, the
money needed to purchase inputs and pay cash rents, has been
disappearing at a faster rate than anticipated. Many lenders
have been promoting that farmers refinance their farmland,
taking some of their unpaid operating debt and machinery
debt and combining it with their land debt to stretch payments
over a longer term and improve cash flow. Some lenders are
also accepting interest only payments this year and refinancing
the principal. This does not fix the problem, but does buy
time. These policies implemented by lenders demonstrates the
cash flow problems with some farmers. Farmers must become
more efficient, reduce costs, and become better at marketing
their products to help make up for the market’s current lack of
profitability.

Crop Production Stress Experienced by
Farmers in Southern and Southeast Iowa
Many farmers in Iowa have seen less than ideal weather
conditions over the last two years impact their efforts to
continue raising crops in their fields. This is especially true for
farmers in southern and southeast Iowa. Many areas have seen
less than average precipitation for two years or longer. This has
led to a severe lack of soil moisture needed for crop production
for many area farmers.
The dominant soil types in southern and southeast Iowa have a
high clay content. This soil characteristic, along with prolonged
below average precipitation throughout the growing season,
makes successful crop production very difficult. Through these
difficulties, many farmers still managed to plant, grow, and
harvest crops. Yields throughout many fields have been below
average this past year, the second consecutive year of below
average yields for many farmers. This reduction in crop revenue
only further hinders many farmers in their ability to financially
manage their bottom line. This additional financial stress has
caused many farmers to seriously consider if farming is worth
continuing.
While many farmers will continue to show perseverance and
determination, not all will be able to successfully handle the
added stressful complications that low commodity prices
coupled with ever increasing crop inputs prices may bring. Iowa
State University Extension and Outreach has many resources
available to help today’s farmer recognize, manage, and mitigate
the stress that comes with managing a farm business. ISU
Extension and Outreach farm management specialists are also
available to help farmers look at their farm business models.
For those who need immediate help or would like referrals for
dealing with stress, a great option is calling the Iowa Concern
Hotline at 800-447-1985. Their website at www.extension.
iastate.edu/iowaconcern also has a live chat feature as an
additional way to talk with stress counselors.
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