2020 IN HARDIN COUNTY
Iowa State University Extension and Outreach connects the needs of Iowans with Iowa State research and
resources. We listen, learn, and work with the people of Hardin County for a #STRONGIOWA.

Serving the People of Hardin County
ISU Extension and Outreach Hardin County began 2020
focused on the following efforts:
• Agriculture certification and training
• Community partnerships
• Youth development programming
• Sound fiscal management practices

Adjusting to the Pandemic
As the COVID-19 pandemic changed daily life, ISU
Extension and Outreach prioritized health and safety as we
developed new ways to bring research-based education to
the people of Hardin County. We remained open for
business and we continued to educate, engage, and serve
Iowans.

The Hardin County Extension Council has been
elected by the people of the county to guide local
educational programming by partnering with
extension staff. From needs assessment through
program implementation and evaluation of outcomes,
the council represents you and your issues. We are
always serving Iowans and we are here for you.
Now. Always.
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• In March, we closed the office doors to

walk-in traffic, though staff members
continued to work in the office and
remotely, as well.
• On June 1, the office reopened to the

public. Staff members had put in place
extra hygiene, social distancing, and
cleaning protocols. Public areas were
disinfected regularly and contractors
installed a plexiglass barrier around the
front counter.
• Programming continued throughout the

summer and fall. Staff used social
distancing practices to keep participants
safe at farm lease meetings, private
pesticide trainings, and youth activities.
Summer intern Emily Wright and Lori
Hardman, county youth coordinator,
prepared 1,200 STEM kits for distribution
in coordination with area school lunch
programs.
• There are 247 licensed private pesticide

applicators in Hardin County. Of this
number, 68 percent chose to attend
recertification training offered via ISU
Extension and Outreach by attending one
of three face-to-face meetings or by
watching the continuing instructional
course DVD. Angie Rieck-Hinz, field
agronomist, helped county staff
administer the training.

Providing a County Fair Experience
Although the traditional fair was not possible because of
the pandemic, ISU Extension and Outreach Hardin County
worked with our partners to provide an alternate
experience to demonstrate and showcase the work of our
4-H youth.
• Judges followed a similar format to state fair judging to

check in, judge, and display static exhibits such as
photography, home improvement, and visual arts.
• The extension team worked with the fair board to hold

all livestock shows. The fair board chose to postpone
grandstand events and other events that would have
been open to the public until 2021.
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