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A Note from Laela Ragsdale, County Youth Coordinator:  

 

Dear New 4-H Families, 

Warm Winter Wishes!  As we are stuck inside on many of these chilly 

days, take this opportunity to look through and read your 4-H Project 

descriptions  and at the 4-H Project Area Guides. 

You will find great ideas for that club presentation you have to give this 

year.  You may also find that inspiration for this year’s fair project.  

Imagine the possibilities of starting a fair project in February! 

Good luck on project work.  Let me know how I can help! 

 

Warm Wishes, 

Laela Ragsdale 

 

 

 

 

Join the Fun at Club Officer Training 

Your Franklin County 4-H Youth Councils are 

ready to show you how to be the best club 

officer!  Join us Saturday, February 10, 10:00 

a.m. - noon, at the 4-H Food Stand.  We will 

show you how to take charge of your club meetings, keeping the 

business portion short and incorporating more fun, recreation, and 

learning by doing!  Register for this event in 4hOnline, “ 2024 Club 

Officer Training”. 

 
• February 6, 13, 20, 

27,WHEP, 6:30-8:00 p.m., 
Maynes Grove Lodge 

 
• February 1, 8, 15, 22, 29, 

Livestock Quiz Bowl, 7:00-
8:30 p.m., Jackie 
Dohlman’s House 

 
• February 10, 4-H Officer 

Training, 10:00 a.m., 4-H 
Food Stand 

 
• February 11, Youth 

Councils meeting, 3:00 
p.m., Extension Office 

 
• February  19, YQCA, 4:30 

p.m., 4-H Food Stand 
 
• February 24, Pillowcase 

Sewing Workshop, 9:00-
12:00 

 
• February 25, Region 4 

Youth Leadership Retreat 
 
• March 9, YQCA, 9:00, 4-H 

Food Stand 
 
• March 9, New Livestock 

Exhibitor Meeting, 10:15 
 
 
 
 
 

Cancellations & Postponements 

Cancellations and postponements of County    
4-H activities due to inclement weather will be 
broadcast on KLMJ 104.9 FM radio and posted 

on Franklin County Extension Facebook. 

https://www.extension.iastate.edu/4h/projects-list
https://store.extension.iastate.edu/product/15266


It’s Time to Get Your YQCA Certification! 

 

4-H members exhibiting meat, milk, or egg producing animals 

(includes rabbits) must be YQCA certified by May 15.  Franklin 

County members may attend classes on Monday, February 19, 

4:30-5:45 p.m., or Saturday, March 9, 9:00-10:15 a.m., at the 

Franklin County Fairgrounds, 4-H Food Stand.  There will be a 

first year exhibitors meeting on March 9 following the YQCA 

certification course. Youth MUST Register online at:  https://

yqcaprogram.org/, and pay $3.00 each. 

Members may choose to complete the course online for $12.  

Register online at:  https://yqcaprogram.org/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do you enjoy the great outdoors?  Are you interested in learn-

ing how to identify wildlife?  Would you like to understand 

what elements are needed to improve the habitat of the wild-

life in your neighborhood? 

You will want to be a part of this unique learning opportunity 

for 4-H members!  WHEP is open to all 4-H members. 

Join us on Tuesday evenings, 6:30-8:00 p.m., at Maynes Grove 

Park Lodge. 

To find out more check out: https://

www.extension.iastate.edu/4h/whep   If you are interested in 

this program as a 4-H member or as an adult leader, contact 

laela@iastate.edu.  

Livestock Quiz Bowl 
 

4-H members!  Do you know what is 3 months, 3 weeks, and 3 

days is?  Have you heard of a hardware stomach? Did you 

know a goat having babies is called kidding?  We’re not jok-

ing!  We will teach you animal science on beef, sheep, swine 

and meat goats.  Quiz Bowl is open to all 4-H members in 

grades 4-12! Our goal is to compete at the State 4-H Quiz 

Bowl in April.  Join us on Thursday nights from 7-8:30 p.m. at 

Jackie Dohlman’s house. For more information contact Jackie 

Dohlman at dohlmanjackie@gmail.com.  

 

Winter Club Activities  
Is your club planning to go skiing, snowboarding, sledding, ice 

skating or another winter recreation activity this winter? All 

winter recreation activities involve risk, and it is important for 

you to have information about your selected activity. The 

Permission Agreement and Release and 

Waiver of Liability must be obtained from 

the Extension Office, read carefully and 

signed by each participant and the parent or 

legal guardian (if the participant is under age 

18).  These forms must be returned to the 

Extension Office before the planned activity.  
 

Call the Franklin County Extension Office at 

641-456-4811 or e-mail laela@iastate.edu  

 

 

 

https://yqcaprogram.org/
https://yqcaprogram.org/
https://yqcaprogram.org/
https://www.extension.iastate.edu/4h/whep
https://www.extension.iastate.edu/4h/whep
mailto:laela@iastate.edu
mailto:dohlmanjackie@gmail.com
mailto:laela@iastate.edu


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Horse Project Area Workshops 
 

If you are interested in horses and learning all about how 

to show your horse at the fair, join the Horse-N-Around 

Equinators project area club. This club will host a series of 

workshops to help prepare you and give you practice be-

fore the fair. You don’t have to leave your current 4-H 

club to be in this club! We will meet on April 8 at 5:00 

p.m. at the Franklin County Extension Office to discuss 

areas of interests and plan workshops! If you are interest-

ed, please contact Laela Ragsdale, so she can enroll you!  

 

Crop Scouting  
Are you interested in getting your hands dirty? Finding 

out how soils, bugs, beetles and more affect crops. 

Whether it’s corn, soybeans, wheat, hay or silage, 4-H 

crop scouting is for you! 

 

Contact Laela at laela@iastate.edu or 641-373-3874 if you 

are interested in joining the crop scouting team! 

 

Pillowcase Sewing Workshop 

Are you new to sewing, and looking for a beginner sewing pro-

ject?  

Join us, Saturday, February 24, (March 2—snow date), 9:00 a.m.  

- 12:00 p.m., at La Luz Centro Cultural (7 2nd Ave NE, Hampton).     

We will use the sewing machines that La Luz owns, but we en-

courage youth to bring their own sewing machine if they have 

one! Fabric and supplies are provided, but if you have a specific 

pattern or fabric please bring it along! Parents or adults helpers 

are encouraged to attend to provide assistance to their 4-H mem-

ber. 

Register in your 4hOnline account/Events/2024 Sewing Work-

shop.  Open to all 4-H members and volunteers! 

For more information contact laela@iastate.edu. 

Fabric Available for 4-H Sewing Projects 

Are you working on a sewing project for the fair or as a project? 

The Franklin County Extension office has fabric available for all    

4-H members to take for free! Stop by and you may look through 

the fabric and choose what you need. Contact Laela Ragsdale if 

you have questions! 

Ag Innovators Experience Application  

Deadline  

Extended! 

Youth in grades 9-12 are 

invited to apply to be 

teen leaders for the Ag 

Innovators Experience: 

Protect the Plate Chal-

lenge, a new program 

about the science be-

hind food safety in agri-

culture and solutions to 

feed a hungry planet. Selected teen leaders will attend the state 

training on Feb 17-18 at Iowa State University to learn about ad-

vancements in agriculture through hands-on activities with ex-

perts. Teen leaders will experience and learn how to facilitate the 

challenge with younger youth. The training is free, and meals and 

lodging are provided.   

Apply by Feb. 7  - https://docs.google.com/forms/d/

e/1FAIpQLScq1zL3A0DfUYI_01JhI647oymon9E1O4aDYJjlldGFgAcz

qw/viewform. 

Questions? Contact Maya Hayslett at hayslett@iastate.edu.  

mailto:laela@iastate.edu
mailto:laela@iastate.edu
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScq1zL3A0DfUYI_01JhI647oymon9E1O4aDYJjlldGFgAczqw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScq1zL3A0DfUYI_01JhI647oymon9E1O4aDYJjlldGFgAczqw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScq1zL3A0DfUYI_01JhI647oymon9E1O4aDYJjlldGFgAczqw/viewform
mailto:hayslett@iastate.edu


Apply to be on the Youth Preparedness   

Council! 

The Youth Preparedness Council (YPC) brings teens together from 

across the country who are passionate about emergency prepar-

edness and making a difference in their communities. Council 

members are selected based on involvement in extracurricular 

activities, leadership experience, and interest in preparedness and 

emergency management.  

Grades: 8-11 are eligible to apply. 

Application is open from Jan. 22—March 4, 2024 

For more information: https://www.fema.gov/emergency-
managers/individuals-communities/youth-preparedness-council. 

 

Bake-To-Give Award 

Youth in grades 7th-12th are invited to apply for the $1,000 Bake-

to-Give award. This award recognizes youth bakers who are ac-

tively making a difference in their local communities, the award 

aims to inspire others to do the same. To apply submit a one-page 

description of your service to your community by March 31, 2024. 

For more information visit: https://www.homebaking.org/

youthaward/?

fbclid=IwAR1_cTXOrZzGUT6Ve6Cfi6agMCAwd0iESW62aQCWOER

q79qhvxaRcTlgu_M.  

Contact: Cayla@iastate.edu for more information or with ques-

tions. 

Region 4 Leadership Retreat 

All youth in grades 7th-12th are invited to join us for an unfor-

gettable afternoon filled with new friendships, teambuilding, and 

inspiring workshops! Join us on February 25, from 1:30-6:00 at the 

North Iowa Fairgrounds, 3700 4th St SW, Mason City. Register 

through 4-HOnline. Contact Laela at laela@iastate.edu with ques-

tions.  

 
 

 

Waterloo Black Hawk 4-H Night 

Iowa 4-H members are invited to the Waterloo Black 

Hawk’s hockey game on Saturday, March 23 at 6:05 p.m. 

or Sunday, March 24 at 3:05 p.m. Both games are against 

the Tri-City Storm.  Saturday’s game is our “Guns & Hoses 

Night,” with special recognition for police and firefighters, 

plus postgame autographs from select Black Hawks play-

ers.  After Sunday’s game, there is a free postgame skate 

with the team (while the supply of skates lasts, or bring 

your own), plus postgame autographs.  Tickets are $10 for 

4-H members and their families.  

4-H Foundation Scholarships 

The process for the Iowa 4-H Foundation Scholarships 

application will close on March 1, 2024. Over 90 scholar-

ship opportunities valued at over $100,000 will be award-

ed. Former and current 4-H members graduating from 

high school or currently attending college are eligible ap-

plicants. Information and applications for the 4-H Scholar-

ships are now available online through the Iowa 4-H 

Foundation website. Questions? Contact Mary Clancy. 

Equine Extravaganza  

Equine Extrava-

ganza provides 

opportunities for 

all youth in 

grades 4-12 to 

demonstrate 

their knowledge 

of equine-

related subject 

matter in a com-

petitive setting 

where attitudes 

of friendliness 

and fairness prevail. Depending on the event, youth can 

participate both as an individual and as part of a team.  

When: April 12-14, 2024 

Where: Ellsworth Equestrian Center, Iowa Falls 

Grades: 3-12 grade 

For more information visit: https://

www.extension.iastate.edu/4h/equineextravaganza.  

Register opens February 1 in 4-HOnline!  

https://www.fema.gov/emergency-managers/individuals-communities/youth-preparedness-council
https://www.fema.gov/emergency-managers/individuals-communities/youth-preparedness-council
https://www.homebaking.org/youthaward/?fbclid=IwAR1_cTXOrZzGUT6Ve6Cfi6agMCAwd0iESW62aQCWOERq79qhvxaRcTlgu_M
https://www.homebaking.org/youthaward/?fbclid=IwAR1_cTXOrZzGUT6Ve6Cfi6agMCAwd0iESW62aQCWOERq79qhvxaRcTlgu_M
https://www.homebaking.org/youthaward/?fbclid=IwAR1_cTXOrZzGUT6Ve6Cfi6agMCAwd0iESW62aQCWOERq79qhvxaRcTlgu_M
https://www.homebaking.org/youthaward/?fbclid=IwAR1_cTXOrZzGUT6Ve6Cfi6agMCAwd0iESW62aQCWOERq79qhvxaRcTlgu_M
mailto:cayla@iastate.edu
mailto:laela@iastate.edu
https://www.iowa4hfoundation.org/what-we-do/funding-for-4-h-ers/scholarships
https://www.iowa4hfoundation.org/what-we-do/funding-for-4-h-ers/scholarships
mailto:clancy@iastate.edu
https://www.extension.iastate.edu/4h/equineextravaganza
https://www.extension.iastate.edu/4h/equineextravaganza












CONTACT US! 
 

ADDRESS  
6 2nd Street NW 
Hampton, Iowa 50441 
 

PHONE  
641-456-4811 
 

HOURS 
Monday-Thursday,  
8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Friday 
8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
 

EMAIL  
laela@iastate.edu 
 

WEBSITE  
extension.iastate.edu/franklin 

This institution is an equal opportunity 
provider. For the full non-discrimination 
statement or accommodation inquiries, go 
to www.extension.iastate.edu/diversity/ext. 

CONNECT WITH US 
ON SOCIAL MEDIA 

 

Franklin County 
Extension Facebook 

 
Instagram  

isuextfranklin 
 

Franklin County 
Extension YouTube 

Channel 
 

ISU Extension & 
Outreach Pinterest 

 

 

 

 

Mental Health Matters 

Check out the mental health matters resources on 

the extension store. These are great activities to 

do on your own, with a caring adult, or with a 

group. These area all free to download on the 

Extension Store.  

https://store.extension.iastate.edu/Topic/Healthy

-Living/Wellbeing?S=0&A=0&F=0.  

Breathing to Cope with Anxiety  - https://

store.extension.iastate.edu/product/16408.  

New Member Resources 

Are you a new member and want some tools or 

some more information on 4-H? Visit our web-

site for resources shared a new member night 

at https://www.extension.iastate.edu/franklin/

join-4-h.  

   

https://store.extension.iastate.edu/Topic/Healthy-Living/Wellbeing?S=0&A=0&F=0
https://store.extension.iastate.edu/Topic/Healthy-Living/Wellbeing?S=0&A=0&F=0
https://store.extension.iastate.edu/product/16408
https://store.extension.iastate.edu/product/16408
https://www.extension.iastate.edu/franklin/join-4-h
https://www.extension.iastate.edu/franklin/join-4-h

