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Figure 1.
Source: NASS May 15 IA Crop Progress Report

It was nice to see Mother Nature give us a break last week to allow most
of the corn in Iowa to get planted. According to NASS (National Agricultural Statistics Service), as of the week ending May 14th, 85% of the
corn crop has been planted for the state of Iowa (see above graph), with
92 and 76 percent planted for North Central and Northeast Iowa respectively. For the state, this is 2 days behind last year, but 4 days ahead of
the 5-year average for the first time this year.
Corn can now be rowed this week in NE Iowa, with most of it ranging
from emergence (VE) to V1, which is really nice to see, considering the
way we started out with cold, wet weather (and soil) conditions during
the beginning of our planting season. Pictures below were taken near
Waverly on May 17th.

Soybean planting has also gotten off to a great start until the rain events
began this past week. According to NASS, 40% of the soybean crop has
been planted state-wide as of May 14th, two days ahead of the five-year
average. North Central and Northeast Iowa are ahead of this at 46 and
45 percent of the soybean acres planted respectively.

Figure 2. 7-Day Observed Precipitation, May 18th, 2017. Source: https://goo.gl/2yZ91h

The above map from the National Weather Service shows the precipitation accumulations for the past 7 days up to
today (May 18th). Depending on the area, the greater part of NE Iowa has received anywhere from 0.5 up to 3+
inches of rain for the time period. To see the legend on the right better, please magnify your view.

Corn Stand and Replant Considerations

It’s important to scout all corn fields as they are emerging to assess stands and populations. Each year, there are
some fields that need to be considered for replanting due to environmental & soil conditions during and soon after
the planting operation, as well as planter settings (ex. too much down pressure on the closing wheels). This year is
no exception, as we had some fields that were planted into cooler and wetter soil conditions, along with heavy
rains this past week that may impact emergence due to soil crusting. For more information when considering replanting, click here for the link to: Assessing Corn Stands for Replanting

Black Cutworm Monitoring

Peak flights of Black cutworm moths have been relatively low in Iowa for 2017, with Minnesota observing similar
results. The states east of us (Wisconsin, Illinois, and Indiana) however, have seen higher moth counts. For more
information on identification, scouting techniques, and determining when to begin scouting for feeding damage,
click here: Black Cutworm Monitoring 2017

Be on the Lookout for Corn Seedling Diseases

Cool, wet soil conditions are favorable environments for seedling diseases (Pythium, Fusarium, Rhizoctonia, Diplodia, and Penicillium) to develop, particularly on poorly drained soils, low elevations in the field, and in fields that
have been planted too early in the spring. As you begin scouting corn fields, once these wet weather patterns dissipate, look for symptoms of wilted, yellowed, and stunted corn plants. This is also known as damping off, as seeds
may be rotted before germination, or the seed may germinate and become infected with the seedling showing the
described symptoms. Dig up the plants and also look for black or brown lesions on the mesocotyl and/or the seminal roots. In some areas of the field, there could be a poor stand or no stand at all. Other factors that favor damping off are; Heavy residue on the soil surface, soil crusting, compaction, herbicide damage, and planting too deep.
If you find this in the field, please let me know, as there is currently a research project being conducted at
ISU regarding corn seedling diseases. For more information please read the blog that Alison Robertson, ISU extension plant pathologist, and Rebecca Vittetoe, ISU extension field agronomist wrote here, titled: Wanted: Corn
seedlings showing symptoms of seedling diseases

Alfalfa Update information from Brian Lang’s Crop Notes, May 19th

First Crop Harvest and Hail Damage

For dairy, with the maturity stage that alfalfa will be at by the time the rainy weather pattern breaks, whether the
field was hail damaged or not, and no matter how severe the hail damage was, as soon as field conditions permit,
it will be time to harvest. Some that like to harvest hay in bloom stage (‘beef quality’ forage) can certainly wait for
bloom stage unless those fields were also damaged by hail. If they were hail damage, harvest as soon as field
conditions permit. For more explanation and interpretation regarding hail damaged alfalfa, see Dan Undersander’s
article at: http://ipcm.wisc.edu/blog/2012/05/managing-hail-damaged-alfalfa-and-red-clover/

Predictive Equation for Alfalfa Quality (PEAQ)

The current wet weather pattern basically makes PEAQ a moot point as far as timing first crop harvest in northeast
Iowa. We were just coming up on the suggested RFV window (>150 RFV for dairy) when the wet weather pattern
hit. Now we’ll just harvest as soon a field conditions permit. But for those that what to harvest a more mature forage, you could still use PEAQ to estimate timing of harvest for a desired RFV. Just follow the directions in the
PEAQ fact sheet at: http://www.extension.iastate.edu/dairyteam/peaq

Upcoming Events
Benefits of Combining Strip-till and Cover Crops,
June 8, from 5:30 to 7:30 pm, Holland, IA
The event – “Strip-Till and Cover Crop Field Day” – is being held in partnership with Practical Farmers of Iowa, Iowa Learning Farms and Iowa State University Extension and Outreach, and will start with dinner, provided by PT
Grillers in Morrison, in the shelter at the Holland City Park (located near the intersection of 4th Avenue N and Main
Street). For more information, click here: Strip-Till and Cover Crop Field Day
NE IA Research and Demonstration Farm (Nashua) Spring Field Day
June 21, from 1:00 to 4:15 pm.
Speakers include Elwynn Taylor, ISU Extension Climatologist, to discuss crop weather for the 2017 growing season. Tom Kaspar, USDA-ARS, with updates on cover crop practices for farmers; John Sawyer, Extension soil fertility specialist, on nitrogen fertilizer management for corn; Mike Owen, Extension weed management specialist, to
provide the latest on weed management including Palmer amaranth. The field day is free and open to the public. It starts at the Borlaug Learning Center Headquarters on the ISU Northeast Research Farm and Demonstration Farm. Directions: From Nashua at the Jct. of Hwy 218 (Exit 220) and Co. Rd. B60, go west on B60 1.1 miles
to Windfall Ave., then south 1 mile to 290th St., then east 0.2 miles to the farm. CCA credits will be available (1
SW, 1 NM, 1 PM, 1 CM). For more information about the event, call Terry Basol at 641-426-6801.
SE IA Research and Demonstration Farm (Crawfordsville) Spring Field Day
June 22
For more information, click here: http://www.extension.iastate.edu/Pages/eccrops/meetserc.html
Northern IA Research and Demonstration Farm (Kanawha) Spring Field Day
June 22
More details to follow
ISU Herbicide Research Field Day, Ames
June 22, 8:30 am until 12:00 pm
Iowa State University Agronomy Department Weed Science Project will host a Herbicide Research Program Field
Day on June 22 at the Curtiss Farm (2219 520th Avenue) in Ames, Iowa. Attendees will have the opportunity to
review new herbicides, application techniques and other weed management strategies in corn and soybeans. For
more information, click here: Herbicide Research Field Day Showcases Current ISU Research
Manure Distribution and Calibration field days
Various locations and times
Iowa State University Extension and Outreach has scheduled four field days to help manure applicators better understand manure distribution, calibration and the value of manure. For more information, click here: Manure

