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Cash Rental Rates Survey shows higher rental prices in most districts
AMES, Iowa – Rental rates for Iowa farmland increased for the first time since
2013, according to the results of the Cash Rental Rates for Iowa 2018 Survey,
https://store.extension.iastate.edu/Product/1841, conducted by Iowa State University Extension and Outreach.
“Cash rents seem to be following land values instead of expected farm profitability,” said Alejandro Plastina, assistant professor in economics and extension
economist at Iowa State University. “If current prospects for corn and soybean
prices don’t improve in the short run, the observed increase in cash rents for
2018 might be short-lived, and I would expect further declines in rental rates in
the coming years.”
In 2018, rental rates increased by 1.4 percent to
$222 per acre statewide,
with increases in prices
shown in all regions, but
the south-central and
southeast regions. The
largest increase in prices
came from District 5, a
$9 jump in the counties
making up the central
region of the state. The
largest decline in prices came from District 9, a $6 drop in the counties making
up the south-central region of the state.
The highest average cash rent was observed in the District 5 (central region) at
$290 per acre in Grundy County. District 8, the south-central region, continues
to have the lowest rental rate at $126 per acre in Clarke County.
The cumulative drop in rental rates since their peak of $270 per acre in 2013 is
a meager 17.8 percent. Over the same period of time, corn and soybean prices
received by Iowa farmers declined by 52 and 37 percent, respectively.
Rental values were estimated by asking people familiar with land rental markets what they thought were typical rates in their county. Of the 1,596 responses received, 47 percent came from farm operators, 29 percent from landowners, 13 percent from professional farm managers and realtors, 9 percent from
agricultural lenders and 2 percent from other professionals.
The Cash Rental Rates for Iowa 2018 Survey is available online from the Iowa
State Extension Store, https://store.extension.iastate.edu/Product/1841, and Ag
Decision Maker, https://www.extension.iastate.edu/agdm/. Other resources
available for estimating a fair cash rental rate include the Ag Decision Maker
information files Computing a Cropland Cash Rental Rate (C2-20), Computing
a Pasture Rental Rate (C2-23) and Flexible Farm Lease Agreements (C2-21).
All documents include decision file electronic worksheets to help analyze leasing questions.

Publication Provides Comprehensive Overview of Pasture Management
Completely revised and updated publication available through ISU Extension and Outreach
May 10, 2018 | Dan Loy, Iowa Beef Center, 515-294-1058, dloy@iastate.edu & James Russell, Animal Science, 515-294-2333,
beefcenter@iastate.edu

AMES, Iowa ― A new version of an iconic Iowa State University Extension
and Outreach publication has been released, providing updated information to
livestock producers who are looking to increase production and returns by improving management of their grassland areas.
“Pasture Management Guide for Livestock Producers” (AS 14) has been completely updated and revised for 2018, giving livestock producers a practical
guide to assist in making management decisions for their herds.
“In the 20 years since this publication was originally released in 1998 the
amount of information we have on grazing systems and the services they provide has increased exponentially,” said James Russell, professor emeritus of animal science at Iowa State University. “Pastures have always been important in
terms of livestock production and soil erosion, but we have increased our
knowledge of the importance of grazing systems and what they can mean for
water quality, soil health, wildlife and other ecological services.”
The publication was written by ISU Extension and Outreach specialists from a
cross section of disciplines, providing their expertise on topics including managing pasture plants, grazing livestock management, planning for improvements in grazing systems, monitoring and evaluating the grazing system, managing risk in grazing systems and much more.
The 167-page publication is filled with color photographs that provide examples of the material being discussed. Illustrations also help present information on topics such as forage growth and how to design a pasture system.
“We have seen an increase in the implementation of rotational grazing through improved grazing management over the
last 20 years, although there is still more we can learn and better implement,” Russell said. “In addition, we have also
increased our knowledge of cover crops and annual forages to improve overall productivity. With the continued trend of
loss of grazing land in Iowa, it makes it more important than ever to improve productivity and quality of the grazing land
we have left and continue to maintain them.”
Copies of the publication are $10 and are available through the ISU Extension Store, https://store.extension.iastate.edu/
Product/5256.

Yard and Garden: Flowering Fruit Trees
May 10, 2018 | By Richard Jauron, Extension Horticulturist, 515-294-3108, rjauron@iastate.edu

AMES, Iowa -- Ideally, a fruit tree will begin to bear when it becomes “old
enough” to blossom freely. This is not always what happens, however. The characteristics of the tree, its environment, the cultural practices used and the weather all
affect a tree’s ability to begin and continue to bear fruit. There is not much that can
be done to influence the weather, but there are ways to control the other factors,
https://www.extension.iastate.edu/news/yard-and-garden-flowering-fruit-trees.
The key to avoiding poor fruit set is to provide conditions favorable for flower bud
formation, survival and pollination. Iowa State University Extension and Outreach
horticulturists answer grower questions about flowering fruit trees. For more information, contact the ISU Hortline at 515-294-3108 or hortline@iastate.edu.
My apple tree didn’t bloom this spring. Why?
The lack of flowers on small, recently planted trees is usually due to their age. After planting, most dwarf and semi-dwarf
apple trees don’t flower and bear fruit for three to five years. Standard apple trees may not bear fruit for five to 10 years.
Fruit trees have to grow and mature before they are capable of flowering and fruiting.
My peach tree didn’t bloom this spring. Why?
Peaches are not reliably cold hardy in many parts of Iowa. It is possible to grow ‘Reliance’ (yellow flesh, freestone),
‘Contender’ (yellow flesh, freestone) and ‘Polly’ (white flesh, clingstone) in the southern one-third of Iowa.
Will fertilizing a young fruit tree encourage it to flower and produce fruit?
It is generally not necessary to fertilize fruit trees in Iowa. Most Iowa soils can supply sufficient amounts of nutrients to
fruit trees. Fertilization may actually encourage excessive vegetative growth and inhibit or delay flowering and fruiting.

NC Iowa Agronomy Connection Newsletter
May 14, 2018 | Vol. 5, Issue 7, By Angie Rieck-Hinz, ISU Extension Field Agronomist, 515-532-3453, Cell: 515-231-2830,
amrieck@iastate.edu, @nciacrops

Planting Delays—Hard to believe, but just four weeks ago
we had two major snowstorms hit NC Iowa. Between many
inches of snow and now several inches of rain, planting has
been delayed. My best estimate is from Highway 3 north to
Highway 18 maybe 40% of the corn is planted, but north of
Highway 18, very little is planted. Questions about yield
potential, switching corn hybrid maturities and even
switching to soybeans have all been asked the past several
days. The table (right) comes from IPM 0001, Corn and
Soybean Field Guide, https://store.extension.iastate.edu/
Product/14743, and demonstrates relative yield potential of
corn by planting date.
Site specific data for 2014 to 2016 can be found in the research farm reports, Northern Research Farm (Kanawha),
https://lib.dr.iastate.edu/farmprogressreports/vol2016/
iss1/87/, the NW Research Farm (Sutherland), https://
lib.dr.iastate.edu/farmprogressreports/vol2016/iss1/106/, and the NE Research Farm (Nashua), https://lib.dr.iastate.edu/
farmprogressreports/vol2016/iss1/56/, in the individual links. Well-adapted, full season hybrids still provided the best
yield, even into late May, but we do know we can run the risk of wetter corn at the end of the season, so your decision to
change to shorter maturities may be dependent on your grain handling/drying capacity.
Additional information to consider comes from the recent AgDecisionMaker press release, Understanding Initial, Delayed
and Prevented Planting Decisions, https://www.extension.iastate.edu/news/understanding-initial-delayed-and-preventedplanting-decisions, and the Delayed and Prevented Plant Provisions (File A1-57), https://www.extension.iastate.edu/agdm/
crops/html/a1-57.html, and accompanying Excel spreadsheet found on this site.
Other tools you may find helpful include the Useful to Usable (U2U) Corn Growing Degree Days Calculator, http://
mrcc.isws.illinois.edu/U2U/gdd/. You can enter your county, planting date, corn maturity and look at different scenarios
for maturity and frost dates. The table (from the Iowa
Mesonet) on the left shows the precipitation and growing
degree days amounts from April 11 through May 14. As
you can see, Northwood has had nearly double the average precipitation for this time period and GDDs are running a bit behind.
Events:
June 7. ISU will be offer ing an Intr oductor y RUSLE2
and Iowa Phosphorus Index Workshop at the Polk County Extension Office in Altoona. The workshop runs from
8:15 to 4:30 and is limited to the first 30 people to register. The fee is $200 up to June 1 and after June 1 the fee
increases to $225. Workshop details and the registration
form can be found at this link.
June 7. A Women' s Mar keting Gr ain cour se will be
offered at the DMACC campus in Boone. This series will
take place on June 7, 14, 21 and 28 from 6 to 9 p.m. Registration for this series is currently open.
June 20. Nor ther n Resear ch Far m Field Day. Registration starts at 9. The field tour starts at 9:30 and will
conclude by 12:30. Lunch is provided, so please RSVP to
the Wright County Extension office at 515-532-3453 or
the Hancock County Extension Office at 641-923-2856.
Topics will include sulfur fertilization of corn, 2018 weed
control, growing cereal rye for seed and current challenges with the 2018 growing season. Additional details will
be shared in the next newsletter.

How to Find, Breed and Feed Higher Quality Cattle
May 10, 2018, 8:44 am | Patrick Wall, Extension Beef Specialist, 515-450-7665, patwall@iastate.edu

KNOXVILLE, Iowa ― The global beef market continues to indicate that consumers are
salivating for high quality beef and they’re willing to open their wallets to enjoy the experience. Iowa’s rolling hills and abundant feed resources provide a great competitive
advantage for producing high quality beef and being able to grain-finish the end product.
Those who want to learn more about how they, too, can benefit are invited to attend
“Feeding Higher Quality Cattle” on Thursday, June 7 in Oskaloosa.
“The market presence of the Iowa Premium plant in Tama, plus renewed interest in value
-based grid markets by other packers, has feedlot producers in eastern Iowa thinking a bit
differently,” said Patrick Wall, Iowa State University Extension and Outreach beef specialist. “Some cattle feeders want
to open up a new marketing avenue or create their own niche market, but they may have to change their breeding program or buying approach in order to do it successfully.”
The event is designed to offer useful information for feedlot producers, whether they retain ownership or purchase
calves, and for cow-calf producers who market feeder cattle. This meeting will focus on several avenues to capture Quality Grade premiums while avoiding discounts. The program will start with genetic selection strategies for bulls and females, as well as on-farm data collection that can enhance both heifer retention and success in a grid marketing system.
“We’ll also provide a summary of recent research on nutrition and management, plus offer tips for effective marketing of
fed cattle in the upper Midwest,” Wall said. “The meeting will conclude with a presentation by Mike Hora, cattle producer from Washington who consistently sells loads of cattle that grade over 50 percent USDA Prime with few discounts.”
Attendance is free and includes a pre-meeting meal. Preregister by Tuesday, June 5, by calling the Mahaska County Extension Office at 641-673-5841, or contacting Wall by email or phone at 515-450-7665 for additional information.
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Calendar of Events
Thursday, May 17, 2018
8:40 AM - 9:40 AM Pint Size Science Charles City
1:00 PM - 2:00 PM Family Storyteller Charles City
Monday, May 21, 2018
6:00 PM - 8:00 PM 4H Pre-Fair Leader's Meeting Charles City
Thursday, May 24, 2018
8:40 AM - 9:40 AM Pint Size Science Charles City
1:00 PM - 2:00 PM Family Storyteller Charles City
Monday, June 4, 2018
9:00 AM - 12:00 PM Prepare For Fair - Clover Kids Charles City
Wednesday, June 6, 2018
10:00 AM - 10:00 PM 4-H Camp

Floyd

Thursday, June 7, 2018
7:00 AM - 10:00 PM 4-H Camp

Floyd (continuation)

Friday, June 8, 2018
7:00 AM - 12:00 PM 4-H Camp

Floyd (continuation)

To view this newsletter online or find more information about these events,
go to www.extension.iastate.edu/floyd or call 641-228-1453

