AG NEWS TODAY
ISU Extension and Outreach information and resources for north central Iowa

January 17, 2018

Floyd County
ISU Extension and Outreach
112 N Main Street
Charles City, IA 50616
641-228-1453
beranek@iastate.edu
www.extension.iastate.edu/floyd

Extension Links
Ag Decision Maker
 www.extension.iastate.edu/agdm
Beef Center
 www.iowabeefcenter.org
ISU Ag Newsletters
 www.extension.iastate.edu/ag/
newsletters
Iowa Nutrient Reduction Strategy
 www.nutrientstrategy.iastate.edu
Iowa State Research Farms
 www.ag.iastate.edu/farms
Iowa Water Quality Initiative
 www.cleanwateriowa.org
Manure Management
 www.agronext.iastate.edu/immag
Pesticide Management
 www.extension.iastate.edu/pme
Pork Center
 www.ipic.iastate.edu

… and justice for all
Iowa State University Extension programs are available to all without
regard to race, color, age, religion, national origin, sexual orientation,
gender identity, genetic information, sex, marital status, disability, or
status as a U.S. veteran. Inquiries can be directed to the Director of Equal
Opportunity and Compliance, 3280 Beardshear Hall, (515) 294-7612.
Cooperative Extension Service, Iowa State University of Science and
Technology, and the United States Department of Agriculture
cooperating.

Climate Outlook for the Midwest
Article courtesy of the Midwest Climate Hub, U.S. Department of Agriculture, midwestclimatehub@ars.usda.gov

Current Conditions—Temperature conditions in late December flipped from
warmer than average early in the month to much colder than average late in the
month across the Midwest and
most of the Northern Plains. The
end result was mostly closer to
average temperatures for December as a whole, except for areas
close to the Great Lakes, which
were 4-6°F below average. The
last week of December was very
cold with temperatures an impressive 20-30°F below average for a
whole week.
Precipitation was limited across
most of the Midwest and Northern
Plains with less than 25% of average precipitation across large chunks of the
Midwest. Thus, snow cover did not reach much of the region before the end of
December. Most of the Midwest and Northern Plains are now snow covered.
Impacts—The extreme cold has impacted livestock across the region with the
sharp turn to colder temperatures. Cold temperatures set in across much of the
Upper Midwest before snow covered the soil. Without that insulating effect,
soils were able to freeze more readily. Most soils throughout the region were
also fairly dry allowing the soil to freeze at depth more easily. With the consistent extreme cold and more cold likely into January, frost depths will continue to penetrate deeper causing potential problems for water supplies for livestock and potentially homes.
Monitoring frost depths would be a good idea: Cold conditions in the winter of
2013-14 caused some water lines to freeze throughout the Upper Midwest. The
early winter warmth may have helped limit the potential problems by keeping
the soils warmer this winter. Frost depths will continue to deepen throughout
the winter, because cold takes time to penetrate to deeper soil depths.
The main dryness impacts are in Missouri/Illinois/Iowa where the longer term
dryness (in some places since last year) has left farm ponds low, limiting water
for cattle and reduced feed availability in places.
Outlook—The updated January outlooks from NOAA’s Climate Prediction
Center indicate similar conditions for the rest of the month. Colder than average
temperatures are more likely as the jet stream pattern will continue to bring additional cold to much of the Northern Plains and Midwest with some intervening warmer periods. Additional extreme cold seems unlikely.
Drier than average conditions are more likely in the Dakotas to Iowa and Illinois. Drought conditions are unlikely to change much largely because precipitation is limited even in a more normal January. Dry conditions do not worsen
conditions much in winter. Only extremely wet conditions can improve in the
winter. That is very unlikely at this point.

Food Safety Training Offered for FSMA Compliance
Fruit and vegetable growers prepare for new regulations
Article | 01/11/2018 | By Angela Laury Shaw, Food Science and Human Nutrition, 515-294-0868, angelaml@iastate.edu

AMES, Iowa – Iowa State University Extension and Outreach will hold
five Produce Safety Alliance trainings during the spring of 2018 to help
growers comply with the Food Safety Modernization Act.
The training sessions will be held in Indianola, Ottumwa, Cedar Rapids,
Sheldon and Mason City. Cost of the training is $20 per farm or organization for Iowa growers and $120 for out of state growers. The fee includes the Produce Safety Alliance manual, a certificate of completion
and lunch.
While many growers are small enough to be exempt from the full rule,
taking the training shows a commitment by Iowa’s fruit and vegetable
growers to produce safe food. ISU Extension and Outreach faculty and
staff have collaborated to cover topics including agricultural water, developing a food safety plan and mitigating contamination from wild animals.
Visit the Safe Produce website www.safeproduce.cals.iastate.edu/events to register. A paper registration form can also be
requested by emailing Iowafsma@iastate.edu or calling 515-294-6773.
Four training sessions were held across Iowa in 2017 with 73 people earning certificates of completion from the Association of Food and Drug Officials. This certificate is one way to satisfy FSMA requirements that stipulate that “at least one
supervisor or responsible party” from a farm must have completed the training.
This project is funded by the State and Territory Cooperative Agreement to Enhance Produce Safety in Preparation of
Implementation of FDA’s Rule: Standards for the Growing, Harvesting, Packing, and Holding of Produce for Human
Consumption, through FDA grant 1U18FD005810-01 (CFDA #93.102-Food and Drug Administration Research).

Farm Advisers Train to Become Certified Prairie Strips Consultants
Nearly 100 people from five states completed workshop training as part of 3-part program in 2017
Article | 01/08/2018 | By Rachael Whitehair, Agricultural Education and Studies, 515-294-5872, rachaelw@iastate.edu

AMES, Iowa – Iowa State University held five workshops in 2017 to train
farm advisers to become prairie strips consultants. Ninety-one people from
five Midwest states attended the workshops. The occupation of attendees
ranged from technical service providers and other advisers who work directly
with farmers and landowners to Extension educators, engineers and graduate
students.
The workshops were the first of a three-part program to achieve certification
in prairie strip design, establishment and monitoring. The day-long trainings
covered siting of prairie strips, prairie plant identification, seed mixtures,
maintenance, determining costs and more.
“These training events provided advisers with practical knowledge and informational materials to help them educate farmers and landowners about prairie
strip implementation and management,” said Rachael Whitehair, research
assistant in the Department of Agriculture Education and Studies at Iowa
State.
Those who completed the first part of the training program have moved onto
the second phase – creating a communications piece that focuses on prairie
strips and uses the information gained at the workshop. The final step of the
program is to work with the Iowa State University prairie strips team to help
farmers or landowners implement prairie strips on their land. Those who
complete this part of the program are eligible for a $1,000 bonus.
The McKnight Foundation and the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation through the Iowa Agriculture Water Alliance
provided funding to make these workshops possible.
More information about prairie strips and the prairie strips consultant training program can be found online. Contact
Rachael Whitehair at rachaelw@iastate.edu or Nancy Grudens-Schuck at ngs@iastate.edu with any additional questions.
[PHOTO] Prairie strips in a field by Timothy Youngquist.

Iowa Organic Association to Host Crop Insurance Webinar
Contact: Toby Cain, 563-447-0462, education@iowaorganic.org

AMES, Iowa — Now is the perfect time to think about crop insurance plans for the
2018 growing season. Join the Iowa Organic Association and crop insurance specialist Monica Nedved in January for this webinar that can help you make the right
insurance decisions for your farm. Topics will include available crop insurance programs for organic production, Whole Farm Revenue Protection for Diversified
Farms, and using crop insurance to reduce risk on your farm. The webinar will be
hosted live on Friday, January 26 at 2:00 PM. For more information and to register,
please visit iowaorganic.org/crop_insurance_webinar or contact the Iowa Organic
Association at 563-447-0462 or email Toby Cain at education@iowaorganic.org.

Nine-year Study Reports Improved Yields Following Cereal Rye
Article | 01/10/2018 | By Liz Juchems, Iowa Learning Farms, 515-294-5429

AMES, Iowa — Cereal rye cover crops added to a corn-soybean rotation have little to no negative effect on yield and actually increased soybean yields in eight site-years and corn yield in two site-years, according to a nine-year study conducted by the Iowa Learning Farms and Practical Farmers of Iowa.
In 2008 and 2009, 12 farmers across Iowa established replicated strips of winter cereal rye cover crop and strips with no
cover crop within their corn and soybean rotation. The cover crop was either drilled after harvest or aerially seeded into
standing crops each fall. At each site, the cover crop was terminated the following spring by herbicide one to two weeks
before planting.
When the project began, the farmers were concerned that the winter cereal rye would impact their corn or soybean yields
negatively, but after harvest was completed each year, the farmers reported that this was not the case. When properly managed, cover crops had little to no negative effect and, in some cases, actually improved yields.
For Taylor County farmer Kelly Tobin, the top benefits of adding a cover crop to his operation were reduced soil erosion
and improved soil health. “I had put in pattern tile three feet down that never worked until I had a cover crop for three
years. The tile now removes standing water after heavy rains thanks to the roots and biological activity underground.” Tobin also noted that although it has taken time, he has been able to achieve an increase in crop yields. In 2016, Tobin reported a 19 bushel per acre advantage for corn, and in 2017, measured an 11 bushel per acre increase in soybeans.
Proper management is key when incorporating cover crops into a corn-soybean rotation. Knowing what cover crop to use,
when to plant, and how and when to terminate are the main components to successful implementation. Effective termination with herbicide requires an actively growing plant. Planter settings may also need to be adjusted to handle increased
residue.
There are many resources to help farmers with answers to these management details online and in print, as well as the option of contacting a cover crop farmer in your area through the Iowa Learning Farm or Practical Farmers of Iowa network,
local Iowa State University Extension and Outreach field agronomist or NRCS field specialist. The year nine update for
this study is available online at the ILF website: https://www.iowalearningfarms.org/content/cover-crop-research.

Join CALT for Our First Webinars to Help with the New Tax Law!
From ISU Center for Agricultural Law and Taxation, http://www.calt.iastate.edu/

On January 18, from 12:00 to 2:00 pm (CST), we will review the Act’s
changes to pass-through business income and impacts to business entity planning with Robert Jamison, author of S Corporation Taxation,
published by CCH Incorporated. We will walk through the new IRC
section 199A deduction, addressing its application to various taxpayers. We will discuss what is known, as well as specific
areas where ambiguity must be addressed through regulation. We will address the latest on the deduction for qualified cooperative dividends. Participants will receive a PDF version of a detailed outline with citations to the new law. Some questions will be addressed during the session, with others answered in more detail with a follow-up Q & A document. To register and learn more, go to http://www.calt.iastate.edu/seminar/2018-01-18/tax-cuts-and-jobs-act-what-it-means-passthrough-business.
We have a new tax law and everything is changing, but we still have a filing season to get through before the major sections of the law impact returns. On January 24 from 12:00 to 2:00 pm (CST), we will update tax practitioners with what
they need to know to get through the 2018 filing season. We will also provide an overview of key provisions of the new
tax law practitioners must know to advise clients as 2018 gets underway. This webinar is co-sponsored with the Iowa State
Bar Association and the Center for Agricultural Law and Taxation. To register and learn more, go to http://
www.calt.iastate.edu/seminar/2018-01-24/so-many-changes-what-tax-practitioners-need-know-2018-filing-season.

Iowa Beef Center to Offer Cow-Calf Short Course
Article | 01/02/2018 | By Erika Lundy, Iowa Beef Center Program Specialist, 515-294-9881,
ellundy@iastate.edu

AMES, Iowa – A two-day short course that combines both classroom learning and
hands-on instruction will be offered by the Iowa Beef Center on Feb. 6-7. The cowcalf short course will instruct advanced cattlemen in areas specific to beef cow nutrition, reproduction and calving management.
The program will be held at the Hansen Agriculture Student Learning Center in
Ames, beginning at 12:30 p.m. on Tuesday, Feb. 6 and continuing until 5 p.m. on
Feb. 7. Registration for the course is $100 and includes materials and meals. Online
registration and a downloadable registration form are available at http://
www.aep.iastate.edu/cowcalf/. Registration is due by Jan. 31; any cancellation requesting a refund must also be received
by midnight Jan. 31.
For questions on the short course content, contact Lundy at ellundy@iastate.edu. For assistance with registration, receipts, cancellation or questions on the status of your registration, contact ANR Program Services at 515-294-6429 or
anr@iastate.edu.

SowBridge Educational Series Begins Tenth Year in February
The distance education program, SowBridge, begins its tenth year in February. This
low-tech educational opportunity combines electronic materials with live presentations via teleconference, and focuses on topics most relevant to those working with
sows, boars, piglets, and genetic and reproductive issues.
Read more at https://www.extension.iastate.edu/node/44192/.
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Calendar of Events
Monday, January 22, 2018
6:30 PM - 8:00 PM New 4-H Member Night Charles City
Tuesday, January 23, 2018
2:10 PM - 2:40 PM Pick A Better Snack - RRMR Rockford
3:00 PM - 5:00 PM Clover Kids - RRMR

Rockford

Wednesday, January 24, 2018
12:00 PM - 1:00 PM Log on and Learn-Social Security: Understanding Your OptionsWinter Luncheon Charles City
Wednesday, January 31, 2018
12:00 PM - 1:00 PM Log on and Learn-Roth IRA vs. Traditional IRA- Winter Luncheon Charles City

Agriculture Specialists
Livestock
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reuken@iastate.edu
Agronomy
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Farm Management
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To view this newsletter online or find more information about these events,
go to www.extension.iastate.edu/floyd or call 641-228-1453.

