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Extension Links
Ag Decision Maker
 www.extension.iastate.edu/agdm
Beef Center
 www.iowabeefcenter.org
ISU Ag Newsletters
 www.extension.iastate.edu/ag/
newsletters
Iowa Nutrient Reduction Strategy
 www.nutrientstrategy.iastate.edu
Iowa State Research Farms
 www.ag.iastate.edu/farms
Iowa Water Quality Initiative
 www.cleanwateriowa.org
Manure Management
 www.agronext.iastate.edu/immag
Pesticide Management
 www.extension.iastate.edu/pme
Pork Center
 www.ipic.iastate.edu

… and justice for all
Iowa State University Extension programs are available to all without
regard to race, color, age, religion, national origin, sexual orientation,
gender identity, genetic information, sex, marital status, disability, or
status as a U.S. veteran. Inquiries can be directed to the Director of Equal
Opportunity and Compliance, 3280 Beardshear Hall, (515) 294-7612.
Cooperative Extension Service, Iowa State University of Science and
Technology, and the United States Department of Agriculture
cooperating.

New Year, New Tax Law!
From ISU Center for Agricultural Law and Taxation December Newsletter, http://
www.calt.iastate.edu/newsletter/2017-december

On December 22, 2017,
President Trump signed
H.R.1 into law. This new
law implements the most
significant changes to our
tax code in more than 30
years. Most changes go into
effect January 1, 2018,
meaning that they will impact tax returns filed in
2019. However, tax practitioners and their clients need to understand how the
law will impact them so they can make decisions accordingly.
CALT will be offering numerous resources during the upcoming weeks to educate tax professionals and producers about this new law. Stay tuned for more
information. We will be keeping you posted. Read more online at http://
www.calt.iastate.edu/newsletter/2017-december.

2018 Ushers in Cuts to Iowa Beginning Farmer
Tax Credit Program
From ISU Center for Agricultural Law and Taxation December Newsletter, http://
www.calt.iastate.edu/newsletter/2017-december

We told you last April about changes
that would come to the Iowa Beginning Farmer Tax Credit program in
2018, absent legislation. Because
those legislative changes did not occur, cuts to the program are now being
felt by beginning farmers and landlords around Iowa.
In 2009, the Iowa Legislature placed a cap of $6 million on the value of beginning farmer credits that could be awarded in Iowa. When it created the custom
farming contract tax credit (CFTC) in 2013, the Legislature increased this cap to
$12 million, $8 million of which was allotted to credits for leasing land, machinery and breeding livestock, and $4 million of which was allotted to the
CFTC. The 2013 legislation also raised the percentages of available credits. The
2013 provisions expire on January 1, 2018. This means the following changes
kick in January 1, 2018:
•The allocation for Beginning Farmer Tax Credits is reduced from $12 million
to $6 million
•The custom farming contract tax credit is eliminated
•The tax credit for cash rent leases decreases from 7% to 5% and the credit for
crop share leases decreases from 17% to 15%
•The additional 1% credit for leasing to a beginning farmer who is a veteran is
eliminated
Read more online at http://www.calt.iastate.edu/newsletter/2017-december.

Protecting Iowa’s Natural Resources
From small animals to majestic trees, ISU Extension and Outreach strives to keep the state’s natural resources
thriving
Article |12/19/2017 | By Jesse Randall,
ISU Extension Forestry, 515-294-1168,
randallj@iastate.edu

AMES, Iowa – The state of Iowa has
abundant natural resources. Wildlife
flourishes in the state, as does a robust timber industry. Protecting these
resources is one of the goals of Iowa
State University Extension and Outreach.
The work of ISU Extension and Outreach’s Natural Resources team to
keep these resources thriving is highlighted in the video “IMPACT: Protecting Natural Resources.” (https://
youtu.be/ypcdVW3obwI.)
This is the seventh in the ISU Extension and Outreach – Agriculture and Natural Resources’ video series highlighting the
impact being made by Extension specialists.

NC Iowa Agronomy Connection Newsletter
January 2, 2018 | Vol. 5, Issue 1
By Angie Rieck-Hinz, Extension Field Agronomist, 515-532-3453, 515-231-2830,
amrieck@iastate.edu, Twitter: @nciacrops

Iowa Nutrient Reduction Strategy Progress Report—Iowa State University, the Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship and the Iowa Department of Natural Resources released the INRS annual progress report in December 2017. Here is a link to the
press release, https://www.extension.iastate.edu/node/43919/, and to the report, http://
www.nutrientstrategy.iastate.edu/documents.
Bt Trait Table—The Handy Bt Trait Table for U.S Corn Production has been updated for
2018, https://lubbock.tamu.edu/files/2017/12/BtTraitTable20Dec2017.pdf. Specific comments regarding changes to the table can be found in this message from Michigan State University at http://msue.anr.msu.edu/news/handy_bt_trait_table.
Worker Protection Standards (WPS) Annual Training Requirements for Non-Family
Employees—Under the EPA, WPS employers that employee “non-family” workers involved in crop field activities and/or pesticide handling activities are required to provide
them annual training. EPA defines “family” to include: parents, foster parents, step parents, aunts & uncles, mothers &
fathers-in-law, grandparents, grandchildren, spouse, sisters & brothers, sisters & brothers-in-law, children, foster children, step children, nieces & nephews, first cousins, and daughters & sons-in-law. The “non-family” employees must be
trained across a number of EPA subjects (Protective clothing, Equipment safety, Restricted-entry intervals, etc.). All of
the subject matter is available on a one-page front & back “crib sheet” found at: http://pesticideresources.org/wps/hosted/
quickrefguide.pdf. The master publication which provides more information and training aids is available at: https://
www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2016-10/documents/htcmanual-oct16.pdf.
If you are a Certified Commercial or Private Pesticide Applicator in Iowa, you are approved to conduct the annual training for your employees. There are easy to use video and/or power points to achieve the required employee training, available at: https://www.extension.iastate.edu/psep/WorkerProtect.html under the “2018 Training” heading, then page all the
way down to “Training Resources.”
Iowa Issues Special Local Needs Label Requiring Dicamba-Specific Training—On December 28 the Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship issued a Special Local Needs registration, http://www.iowaagriculture.gov/
press/2017press/press12282017.asp, for XtendiMax with Vapor Grip Technology Herbicide, and on December 29 the
Special Local Needs registration for FeXapan was released. These registrations require auxin-specific (dicamba) training
for farmers and applicators using this product, beyond pesticide applicator training requirements. IDALS is working with
the Agribusiness Association of Iowa to provide a listing of the approved training on a website http://
DicambaTrainingIowa.org. Stay tuned as more information is likely forthcoming.

Crop Advantage Series Offers Production Education, Latest Research
Article | 12/08/2017 | By Brent Pringnitz, Agriculture and Natural
Resources Extension, 515-294-6429, bpring@iastate.edu

AMES, Iowa – The 2018 CAS meeting date for Mason City is
Friday, Jan. 12 , 9 am-4 pm, NIACC. Farmers and crop advisers will hear about current research and crop production information from Iowa State University at the 2018 Crop Advantage
Series. The series of meetings will be held at 14 Iowa locations
Jan. 3-26 with ISU Extension and Outreach specialists providing updated management options and recommendations on current and future crop production issues. The meetings offer continuing educations credits for Certified Crop Advisers and pesticide safety recertification.
Early registration for each location is $50; late registration
made fewer than seven days prior to the meeting or on-site is
$60. Registration includes lunch, printed proceedings booklet, private pesticide applicator recertification and CCA credits.
Locations, times, program content, online registration and additional information is available at www.cropadvantage.org.
For answers to questions, contact ANR Program Services at 515-294-6429 or anr@iastate.edu or contact an Iowa State
University Extension and Outreach field agronomist, https://www.extension.iastate.edu/ag/crops.

Iowa State Develops New Crush Margin App for Hog & Cattle Producers
Article | 01/02/2018 | By Lee Schulz, Department of Economics, 515-294-6740, lschulz@iastate.edu & Russ Euken, ISU Extension
Program Specialist, 641-923-2856, reuken@iastate.edu

AMES, Iowa – Livestock producers who purchase feeder cattle or weaned pigs plus
the feed, and then sell finished animals at a specific point in time, take on a significant
amount of both input and output price risk. Feeder cattle, weaned pig and feed prices
account for a significant share of the total input cost and along with market livestock
prices are volatile, adding to a producer’s risk.
The crush margin, a term borrowed from the soybean processing industry, describes
the margin that can be hedged using futures contract prices for soybeans, soybean
meal and soybean oil. A crush margin also can be calculated for cattle and hogs and
can be used as a risk management tool. For fed cattle, the margin is live cattle value
minus feeder cattle value and estimated corn fed value. For market hogs, the margin is
lean hog value minus weaned pig value and estimated corn and soybean meal fed value.
Lee Schulz, ISU Extension and Outreach livestock economist, has been tracking the crush margins for cattle and hogs and
posting them online for several years. The margin is calculated every Wednesday using the futures close on that date. The
web page will continue and have historical margins in addition to comparing placement month margins.
This new ISU Livestock Crush Margin App is in addition to the ISU Livestock Crush Margin website and allows users to
select cattle or hogs and pick their placement date for feeder cattle or weaned pigs. It will use the appropriate futures contract close price from the previous day to calculate the margin without any additional inputs. Historical basis information
Schulz has compiled is programmed to be used in the app. Users also can enter their own prices or basis for the inputs if
they wish to override the defaults.
Russ Euken, ISU Extension and Outreach livestock specialist, said the app was designed to minimize inputs, yet still provide some flexibility for users.
“The app is a web-based app and internet access is needed to use the app to access CME futures price," Euken said. "The
app will run in a browser on your computer or the app can be saved on a smart phone for access by selecting the icon from
the screen.”
Schulz said evaluating margins and taking advantages of profitable opportunities can be a valuable asset to producers in
managing risk. The assumptions used in calculating the margins and basis information are available as links on the crush
margin app web page. The new app is listed on the Iowa Beef Center, Iowa Pork Industry Center, and ISU Economic
crush margin websites. Look under Current Markets on the Iowa Beef Center and Iowa Pork Industry Center websites or
the ISU Livestock Crush Margin App website.
For additional information on the livestock crush margin app contact Schulz, lschulz@iastate.edu or 515-294-3356, or
Euken, reuken@iastate.edu 641-923-2856.

Acreage Management Improved Through Small Farms Conference
Conference will be held Feb. 10 in Ames

Article | 01/04/2018 | By Christa Hartsook, Value Added Agriculture, Small
Farms Program, 515-294-4430, hartc@iastate.edu

AMES, Iowa – The third annual Iowa Small Farms Conference will be
held Feb. 10 in Ames, Iowa. Speakers will highlight topics that include
farm finances, hops production, gardening, wildlife habitat, beekeeping
and much more.
“This conference offers a wealth of information on a wide variety of topics,” said Christa Hartsook, small farms program coordinator with Iowa
State University Extension and Outreach. “It’s our goal that attendees
gain valuable insight on enterprise options and acreage management.”
The conference will begin with a keynote presentation on farm finances from Craig Chase, program manager for the Local Foods Program with ISU Extension and Outreach, and Paul Dietmann, senior lending officer with Compeer Financial.
Three breakout sessions will follow, allowing attendees to select topics that meet their individual needs and interests.
Breakout sessions run for one hour and are taught by ISU Extension and Outreach specialists.
“This year we are featuring hands-on sessions to end the day so attendees can practice apple grafting, installing drip irrigation systems and set up a live bee hive,” said Hartsook.
The Iowa Small Farms Conference will be held in the Scheman Building, Iowa State University, 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. Early
registration is available for $50 until Feb. 2, with registration moving to $75 after that date. For more information and to
register, visit http://www.aep.iastate.edu/smallfarms/.
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Floyd County Extension and Outreach

Calendar of Events
Tuesday, January 9, 2018
2:00 PM - 2:30:00 PM Pick A Better Snack - NS Nora Springs
3:00 PM - 5:00 PM Clover Kids - Nora Springs Nora Springs
6:30:00 PM - 8:00 PM Floyd County Extension Council Meeting Charles City
Wednesday, January 10, 2018
9:30:00 AM - 11:30:00 AM Private Pesticide Applicator Training Nashua
12:00 PM - 1:00 PM Log on and Learn-Picture Your Future- Winter Luncheon Charles
City
Monday, January 15, 2018
1:00 PM - 3:00 PM String Art 4-H Workshop Charles City
4:00 PM - 5:30:00 PM Photography 4-H Workshop Charles City
Wednesday, January 17, 2018
12:00 PM - 1:00 PM Log on and Learn-Plan for Retirement and Build a Bridge to Your
Future - Winter Luncheon Charles City

To view this newsletter online or find more information about these events,
go to www.extension.iastate.edu/floyd or call 641-228-1453.

