
What is Flooding in Iowa?
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What will you learn?
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WheWhere do I find the Flooding in Iowa videos?
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Flooding and Natural Systems

Floodplain Mapping
Flood Insurance

What is the National Flood Insurance Program?  •  
What are the goals of the NFIP?  •  What are the 
bene�ts of joining the NFIP?  •  How does a 
community join the NFIP?  •  What are a community’s 
responsibilities under the NFIP?  •  How are 
watersheds and �oodplains identi�ed?  •  What 
factors in�uence the timing, volume and duration of 
�ooding?  

How are �oodprone areas studied?  •  What are the 
limitations of �ood studies?  •  How do you identify  
features on a FIRM?  •  Which �ood zones are 
commonly found on the FIRMs of Iowa communities?  
•  Why might FIRMs need to be changed?  •  What are 
the procedures for changing FIRMs?  •  Wha is the 
documentation you need to request a map change?  •  
What are FIRMettes? What are other map-�nding 
tools?

What are the goals of �oodplain regulations?    
 What is “development” under the NFIP?  •  How  are
�oodplains regulated by federal, state and local 
governments? • What can be built in the �oodway 
and �oodway fringe? •  What is a variance?  When can 
a local community grant a variance?  •  What is 
“freeboard”? •  How do you de�ne “substantial 
improvements” to buildings in the �oodplain?

Who is required to purchase �ood insurance?  •  Is 
�ood insurance purchased directly from FEMA? •  
What is the maximum amount of coverage under a 
�ood insurance policy?  •  Will insurance cover 
personal belongings in a basement?  •  Is assistance 
available for properties with multiple �ood loss 
claims?  •  What is the Community Rating System?

Floodplain Regulation

A series of web-based videos to educate local officials and the 
general public about floodplains, flood risks, and basic 

floodplain management principles.

Topic Areas Include
National Flood Insurance Program

Flooding and Natural Systems
Floodplain Mapping

Floodplain Regulation
Flood Insurance

A national program administered under the Federal Insurance and Mitigation 
Administration (FIMA), a component of the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA).  The NFIP has three components: flood insurance, floodplain 

management, and flood hazard mapping.


