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Extension Links 
 

Ag Decision Maker 

http://www.extension.iastate.edu/agdm/ 

 

Beef Center 

http://www.iowabeefcenter.org/ 

 

Dairy Team 

http://www.extension.iastate.edu/

dairyteam/ 

 

ISU Nutrient Reduction Strategies 

http://www.nutrientstrategy.iastate.edu/ 

 

Iowa State Research Farms 

http://farms.ag.iastate.edu/farms 

 

Iowa Water Quality Initiative 

http://www.cleanwateriowa.org/ 

 

Manure Management 

http://www.agronext.iastate.edu/immag/ 

 

Pesticide Management 

http://www.extension.iastate.edu/psep/ 

 
Pork Center 
http://www.ipic.iastate.edu/ 

Private Pesticide Applicator Testing Information 
Contact: Josh Michel, Extension Agronomist, 319-523-2371, jjmichel@iastate.edu 

Certified private applicator” means a certified applicator who uses or supervis-
es the use of any pesticide which is classified for restricted use on property 
owned or rented by the applicator or the applicator’s employer or, if applied 
without compensation other than trading of personal services between produc-
ers of agricultural commodities, on the property of another person.  

Private and Commercial Pesticide Testing will be offered at the Fayette 
County Extension Office on Wednesday, Sept. 28 from 9 am to 3 pm. 

Commercial Pesticide Training Information 
Contact: Josh Michel, Extension Agronomist, 319-523-2371, jjmichel@iastate.edu 

To renew your certification you must pass an exam every three years or at-
tend an approved Commercial Continuing Instruction Course (C-CIC) be-
tween January 1 and December 31 each year your certification card covers, 
including the year you passed the exam (if the exam was taken prior to Octo-
ber 1).  

The Iowa State University Pesticide Safety Education Program is bringing 
the continuing instruction course (CIC) to you. This "Live Streamed" program 
will be offered via Zoom, and will allow you to attend an approved CIC from 
anywhere!   

Live-Streamed Commercial Pesticide Applicator Continuing In-
struction Courses: 

Ornamental and Turf Pest Control (3O, 3T, 3OT ) 

September 21, 1 pm 

October 24, 9 am 

November 22, 9 am 

Commercial Ag Weed, Insect & Plant Disease Pest Control (1A, 1B, 1C ) 

 September 21, 6 pm 

 October 24, 1 pm 

 December 5, 9 am 

This is a participation-based CIC. You must participate in check-ins during 
the program when asked by the host. Missing a check-in will result in you not 
receiving credit for attending this CIC.  It will take 2 1/2-3 hours to complete 
the course.  Registration for the September programs will close at 9:00AM 
September 20, 2022. Do not wait to register!   

More In-Person and Livestreamed trainings in these and other categories will 
be offered Oct-Dec. 
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Contact:  Jenn Bentley, Extension Dairy Specialist, 563-382-2949, jbentley@iastate.edu  

The Iowa State University Extension and Outreach Dairy Team monthly webinar series will continue 
on Wednesday, Sept. 14, from noon to 1 p.m. The program will feature Derrell Peel, Oklahoma 
State University, and Brandon Peterson from Trans Ova. 

Peel will present on how declining beef cow numbers may affect prices dairy producers receive for 
feeders and replacement heifers. Peterson will help producers understand the dairy beef opportuni-

ties and how they can improve margins from the calves.  

Producers, dairy consultants and industry reps are encouraged to attend the webinar. There is no fee for the program, 
but preregistration is requested at https://go.iastate.edu/2BMKYV. Attendees should log on before noon as the program 
will start promptly at noon. There will be a question-and-answer session after the presentation.  

Dairy Webinar to Look at Effect of Lower Beef Cow Numbers 

Foreign Animal Disease (FAD) Preparedness Session Offered in Independence 
Contact:  Mark Storlie, Extension Swine Specialist, 563-425-3331, mstorlie@iastate.edu  

The spread of African Swine Fever in the Dominican Republic emphasizes the importance of FAD preparedness, in-
cluding proper biosecurity measures to aid in reducing risk of the introduction of a foreign animal disease (FAD).  

Rademacher, IPIC interim director, said the Foreign Animal Disease Preparation for Pork Producers workshops focus 
on the “next steps” in FAD preparedness at the farm level. “We’ll introduce and explain how to use programs and tools 
to be prepared for an FAD outbreak and subsequent investigations, including enrollment in US-SHIP, AgView and Se-
cure Pork Supply,” he said. “We’ll also talk about available resources for contingency planning for sites located within 
control zones, and potential mitigation strategies for feed shortages during the initial movement standstill.” 

A local workshop will be held at Heartland Acres on Monday, September 12 from 1-4 pm and is free to attend.  
Pork producers, caretakers, veterinarians, feed mill and allied industry personnel are encouraged to attend. Preregistra-
tion is requested by completing this registration form at https://go.iastate.edu/DENAIC 

Iowa Watershed Conference 
Contact:  Natural Resources Newsletter, naturalresources@iastate.edu 

The 16th annual Iowa Water Conference will be held on September 28-29, 2022 at 
the Grand River Center in Dubuque Iowa. We all live in a watershed; each water-
shed has one common resource – its water. The Mississippi River and its watershed 
are the foundation for a large, diverse community that affects the use and resilience 
of many of this country’s natural resources. Individuals and communities throughout 
the region have stories to tell. How does water impact them? How are they innovat-
ing to increase resilience and mitigate the impacts of climate change? 

The conference will emphasize the historical influence the river has had on neighboring communities, agriculture, recre-
ation, and ecology, as well as examine the roles Iowa and other neighboring states have in protecting it. This year ’s 
theme emphasizes the importance that watershed citizenship has in making strides towards improving soil health and 
water quality goals in our communities, in our watersheds, and in the larger region – The Mississippi River Basin.  

For more information and to register https://go.iastate.edu/8VFEKF 

Suicide Prevention Program Available to Farmers & Agribusiness This Fall 
Contact:  Demi Johnson, Behavior Health Program Specialist, demij@iastate.edu  

Although Iowa farmers can get ready for fall harvest, the stress they may face this time of year can 
be harder to prepare for. Weather extremes, labor challenges and time pressures can compound 
financial concerns like lower crop prices, higher input costs and larger debt burdens. The stress can 
be overwhelming. In response, Iowa State University Extension and Outreach is continuing to offer 
virtual and in-person “Question. Persuade. Refer.” trainings, also known as QPR.  “QPR is a suicide 
prevention program that teaches participants how to recognize the warning signs of suicidal 

thoughts, and how to ask someone whether they are thinking about suicide,” stated Demi Johnson, behavioral health 
program specialist with ISU Extension and Outreach. “Participants also learn how to persuade someone to get help and 
how to refer them to appropriate help.” 

ISU Extension and Outreach is offering QPR during September, which is National Suicide Prevention Month, and 
throughout the fall. ISU Extension and Outreach will offer virtual QPR classes from 12 p.m. to 1 p.m. on the following 
dates: Sept. 7, 14, 19, 21 and 28; Oct. 3 and 19; Nov. 2 and 16; and Dec. 14. Private classes for groups of 15-30 partic-
ipants are also available upon request. Pre-registration is required for all programs. To register, go to https://
www.extension.iastate.edu/humansciences/QPR.  
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Corn Silage Season in Approaching 
Contact:  Jenn Bentley, Extension Dairy Specialist, 563-382-2949, jbentley@iastate.edu  

Making corn silage is one of the most labor intensive and fast-paced operations on a dairy farm. It takes place during a short 
amount of time and it represents the base for future feed for the cows until the next year. Therefore, it is important to make every 
effort possible to harvest, store, and eventually feed high quality feed. 

Since corn silage is the base for many dairy rations, it is important to keep in mind that we can influence its nutrient content and also 
how well the cows utilize the nutrients contained in the ensiled material. Attention to detail and benchmarks prior and during the 
harvesting and storing process is essential for a successful silage season. 

Below are just a few resources pertaining to making high quality corn silage: 

   Key Points to make High Quality Corn Silage Fact Sheet — https://go.iastate.edu/VMFSG9 

   UW-Madison  Team Forage Corn Silage Page — https://go.iastate.edu/WKAJAQ 

   Corn Silage Harvest Toolkit—2022 Edition — https://go.iastate.edu/TK7TB3 

Fighting Stock Tank Algae Growth 

 

Crop Margin Protection is Another Tool For Farmers 
Contact:  Alejandro Plastina, Extension Economist/Asst. Professor in Economics, 515-294-6160, plastina@iastate.edu and Ann Johanns, Dept. 
of Economics, 515-337-2766, aholste@iastate.edu 

Crop farmers have multiple ways to protect and insure their investments each year. While revenue pro-
tection and yield protection are the most popular in Iowa, farmers can also elect for margin protection. 

The margin is defined as the difference between the revenue (yield multiplied by sales price) and the 
costs of growing the crop. Margin protection insurance is available for corn and soybeans, rice and 
spring wheat. 

The margin protection option is explained in a recent article in the Ag Decision Maker newsletter https://
go.iastate.edu/SYBF7W, written by Alejandro Plastina, associate professor in economics and extension economist at Iowa State 
University, and Steve Johnson, retired farm management specialist with Iowa State University Extension and Outreach. 

The article explains the different coverage options farmers have, and how coverage might look for a given operation. It also sum-
marizes the different advantages and disadvantages of using margin protection.  Plastina said it’s very important to pay attention 
to deadlines and timelines if using margin protection. The deadline to purchase margin protection is Sept. 30 prior to the insured 
crop year. 

Plastina and Johnson both recommend that farmers consult with a crop insurance agent to determine if margin protection best 
meets their needs and for detailed price quotes. Quick estimates of premiums can be obtained from the USDA Risk Manage-
ment Agency Margin Protection Premium Estimator and Price Discovery https://www.marginprotection.com/, and to see prices 
published daily during the price discovery period. 

Contact:  Denise Schwab, Extension Beef Specialist, 319-472-4739, dschwab@iastate.edu 

While most algae found growing in the tank are not harmful to cattle, their presence can alter water 
quality or taste and deter cattle from consuming enough water. A reduction in water intake will result in 
a reduced dry matter intake, placing a drag on performance. Keeping a reliable, clean, palatable water 
source available for cattle at all times should be a priority for caretakers. 
 
Algae growth stems from organic matter in the tank like dirt, manure, feed, saliva, or urine. While not all 
of this can be controlled, look for opportunities to reduce organic matter build-up. For example, elimi-
nate the opportunity for cattle to crawl into tanks, distance feed sources from water tanks, and discour-
age cattle from loafing close to the tank. 

 
The most effective way to maintain a clean water source is to clean regularly! Drain the tank manually or turn off the water 
source and watch for cattle to drain the tank for you. Long handled brushes with stiff brush work best to scrub the sides and bot-
tom. Rinse to reduce buildup and remove dead algae. Then, consider options to suppress algae growth.   Chemical water treat-
ment options that are safe for cattle and can effectively kill and suppress algae bloom include copper sulfate and bleach when 
used appropriately. 
 
Care should be taken to closely follow label directions when utilizing copper sulfate. Due to its corrosive properties, the longevity 
of metal tanks, pipelines, and floats may be shortened, and it can cause skin irritation. If using copper sulfate, allow at least 5 
minutes following treatment before allowing cattle to access to get effective results. Copper sulfate can be utilized every 2-4 
weeks if needed.  Another chemical option includes unscented household bleach. By adding 2-3 oz per 50 gallons of water, al-
gae growth can be hindered without impacting water palatability. Keep cattle away from the tank for an hour, allowing the chlo-
rine to dissipate prior to water consumption. If deemed necessary, bleach can be utilized weekly. 
 
A more natural method used to control algae growth in tanks is utilizing goldfish. Data from the University of Missouri recom-
mends adding 4-6 goldfish per 100 gallons of water. To survive, water temperatures need to be above 60 degrees Fahren-
heit.  Additionally, protection such as bricks along the bottom of the tank is needed to support habitat, resulting in great opportu-
nities for algae growth. The tank will still need cleaned periodically in order to remove fish excretions. Other research from the 
University of Minnesota found no difference in algae presence when goldfish were utilized compared to tanks without. 
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This institution is an equal opportunity provider. For the full non-discrimination statement or accommodation inquiries, go 
to www.extension.iastate.edu/diversity/ext. 

 

Contact:  Don Hofstrand, Retired Extension 
Specialist, agdm@iastate.edu 

People in the US are divided over 
whether human activity is causing global 
warming. Some believe it is part of a 
natural climate cycle that will reverse 
course in the near future. Others believe 
that human activity is causing a 
permanent change in the world’s 
climate. This article looks at evidence of 
what climate scientists say, the results of 
scientific research, position statements 
of scientific organizations, the results of 
computer models and more. 

Surveys of climate scientists — 
Several surveys of climate scientists 
have been conducted over recent 
decades. These surveys have shown a 
strong consensus by climate scientists 
that the planet is warming and the 
warming is caused primarily by human 
activity. Examples of organizations 
conducting these surveys include 
George Mason University and the 
American Meteorological Society. The 
latter survey focused on members of the 
American Meteorological Society, the 
American Geophysical Union and the 
American Association for the 
Advancement of Science, along with 
other scientists working in the field. 

Survey of climate research — Moving 
from scientists to the actual scientific 
research, a 2004 survey of all peer-
reviewed research studies on global 
warming published between 1993 and 
2003 (928 studies) showed that when 
looking just at the studies taking a 
position on the topic (75% of the 
studies), the studies all confirmed that 
human activity causes global warming. 
The remaining 25% of the studies made 
no comment either way as they focused 

on other issues like assessing research 
methods or historic analysis.  A more 
recent survey conducted in 2013 of all 
peer-reviewed global warming research 
published between 1991 and 2011 
(12,000 studies) found that, when looking 
just at the studies taking a position on the 
topic (4,000 studies), over 97% agreed 
that human activity is causing global 
warming. 

Survey of climate organizations — 
Next consider the position of scientific 
organizations, most scientific 
organizations have "position statements" 
on the topic. An example is the American 
Meteorological Society; "It is clear from 
extensive scientific evidence that the 
dominant cause of the rapid change in 
climate of the past half century is human-
induced increases in the amount of 
atmospheric greenhouse gases, 
including carbon dioxide, methane, 
nitrous oxide and chlorofluorocarbons." 

Almost 200 scientific organizations 
around the world have position 
statements stating that global warming is 
primarily attributed to human activity. No 
national scientific organization position 
statements were found stating that global 
warming is not caused by human activity. 

Climate computer models — Scientists 
create computerized models to predict 
the future of the Earth’s temperature and 
climate. A climate computer model is a 
mathematical representation of the 
physical processes that heat and cool 
our planet, move heat around, melt ice, 
create clouds, etc. Numerous climate 
models have been created by scientists 
in recent years. 

These models are also used to identify 
the causes of the rapid rise in global 
temperature that has occurred in recent 
decades. When all of the naturally 
occurring factors are included in the 
models, they fall far short of predicting 
the current rise in temperature. Only 
when man-made factors are included in 
the models do they predict the rapid rise 
in Earth’s temperature. 

This result should not come as a 
surprise. Increases and decreases of 
greenhouse gas concentrations have 
caused changes in global temperature 
many times over millions of years, 
including mass extinctions and ice ages. 
This linkage is so strong that any attempt 
to attribute the current warming to other 
causes must also explain why the current 
warming is not caused by the 
greenhouse effect. 

The clincher — The near-Earth 
atmosphere (troposphere) is warming 
while the upper atmosphere 
(stratosphere) is cooling. So, scientists 
know that the Earth’s warming must be 
something that traps heat next to the 
surface of the planet and does not let the 
heat move higher in the atmosphere. 
This phenomenon eliminates many of the 
potential natural causes of warming. 
Only the greenhouse effect traps heat in 
the lower atmosphere. And the 
greenhouse effect is being driven by 
carbon dioxide and other gases that we 
are releasing into the atmosphere. 

See the Ag Decision Maker 
website https://go.iastate.edu/WVN5IL 

for more from this series. 

Scientific Agreement on Climate Change 

Upcoming Events 

Sept 13 — Master Gardeners, 6  
pm, Jes Wegner residence 

Sept 20 — Extension Council, 7:30 
pm, Extension Office 

Sept 21 — Beef Quality Assurance 
(BQA), 8:30-10 am, Decorah Sales 
Commission.  Pre-register by call-
ing 563-382-4203. 

Sept 28 — IDALS Pesticide Test-
ing, 9 am-3 pm, Extension Office 

Iowa State University Extension and Outreach 
Statewide Survey 

To learn more about Iowans’ preferences, ISU Extension and 
Outreach is conducting a statewide survey to ask how and what 
Iowans prefer to learn and the issues that are most important to 
them. The more people we reach, the more effectively we can 
meet the needs of Iowans. Click the link below to get to the sur-
vey, which takes about 15 minutes. You can stop and return if 
you need to. Thank you!  Survey Link https://
go.iastate.edu/8DUSIM 
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