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Extension Links 
 

Ag Decision Maker 

http://www.extension.iastate.edu/agdm/ 

 

Beef Center 

http://www.iowabeefcenter.org/ 

 

Dairy Team 

http://www.extension.iastate.edu/

dairyteam/ 

 

ISU Nutrient Reduction Strategies 

http://www.nutrientstrategy.iastate.edu/ 

 

Iowa State Research Farms 

http://farms.ag.iastate.edu/farms 

 

Iowa Water Quality Initiative 

http://www.cleanwateriowa.org/ 

 

Manure Management 

http://www.agronext.iastate.edu/immag/ 

 

Pesticide Management 

http://www.extension.iastate.edu/psep/ 

 
Pork Center 
http://www.ipic.iastate.edu/ 

Pro Ag Outlook and Management Webinar Series 

Contact: Ann Johanns, Ext. Program Specialist, 515-337-2766, aholste@iastate.edu 

Get updates on market & industry trends that will impact agriculture in 2023 

Producers, ag lenders and suppliers can get a look at current market condi-
tions and expected trends in crop and livestock income potential during the 
annual Pro Ag Outlook and Management webinar series, which begins Nov. 7. 

Live webinars will be held daily Nov. 7-10, from noon to 1 p.m. Central time. A 
live question and answer session will follow each presentation. Programs will 
be available for on-demand viewing the day following each live broadcast. 

Agribusiness professionals, producers and others in the agricultural industry 
will benefit from hearing economic experts from Iowa State University address 
timely topics including an update on carbon markets, transportation logistics 
and supply chain issues, as well as crop and livestock market outlooks by 
economists with Iowa State University Extension and Outreach. 

Speakers include Chad Hart, professor in economics and extension grain mar-
kets specialist at Iowa State; Alejandro Plastina, associate professor in eco-
nomics and extension economist; Lee Schulz, associate professor in econom-
ics and livestock economist; and Bobby Martens, associate professor and ag 
supply chain specialist. All webinars will be moderated by Ann Johanns. 

The program takes an in-depth look into the outlook for agriculture in 2023 
and provides an opportunity to discuss the current Iowa economic situation 
with university experts. 

Seminar dates and speakers: 

• Monday, Nov. 7 — Alejandro Plastina provides an update on carbon mar-
kets and credits. 

• Tuesday, Nov. 8 — Lee Schulz provides an update on livestock outlook 
and profit potential for beef, pork and other Iowa industries. 

• Wednesday, Nov. 9 — Bobby Martens discusses logistics and transpor-
tation impacts on agriculture. 

• Thursday, Nov. 10 — Chad Hart discusses crop markets for 2023 and 
beyond. 

Registration for the whole series is $20 per email address and includes ac-
cess to the four live programs and archived recordings of each session. Reg-
ister at: https://www.aep.iastate.edu/proag/   

Only paid registrants will have access to the webinar recordings following the 
live events. Initial questions for the presenters can be sent 
to agdm@iastate.edu. 
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Live-Streamed Commercial Pesticide Applicator Continuing Instruction Courses: 

Ornamental and Turf Pest Control (3O, 3T, 3OT) 

November 28, 9 am 

Forest, Aquatic, and Right-of-Way Pest Control (2, 5, 6) 

 November 14, 1 pm 

 November 29, 9 am 

Greenhouse and Ornamental Pest Control (3G, 3O) 

 November 28, 1 pm 

Community Insect Management and Public Health Pest Control (7D, 8) 

 November 29, 1 pm 

In-Person Commercial Pesticide Applicator Continuing Instruction Courses: 

Ornamental and Turfgrass Pest Control (3O, 3T, 3OT) 

 November 9, 9 am, Fayette County Extension Office 

Community Insect Management and Public Health Pest Control (7D, 8) 

 November 10, 9 am, Fayette County Extension Office 

Fumigation (7C) 

 November 15, 9 am, Fayette County Extension Office 

Commercial Ag Weed, Insect, and Plant Disease Pest Control (1A, 1B, 1C) 

 November 16, 9 am, Fayette County Extension Office 

For more information or to register for trainings click https://go.iastate.edu/2BQBKO 

November Commercial Pesticide Training Information 
Contact: Josh Michel, Extension Agronomist, 319-523-2371, jjmichel@iastate.edu 

2022 Dairy Team Webinar Series 
Contact: Larry Tranel, Extension Dairy Specialist, 563-583-6496, tranel@iastate.edu 

Producers, dairy consultants, and industry reps are encouraged to attend free webinars from noon to 1 pm on the fol-
lowing dates: 

• Thursday, Nov. 10 — The webinar will feature food and agriculture consultant Betty Berning, operator of Betty 
Berning Consulting, which provides services ranging from supply chain optimization to market intelligence for the 
food and agricultural sector. Berning will help producers learn about how dairy supply and demand are shifting 
globally and what that means for U.S. dairy.  The webinar is free to attend, but registration is required at least one 
hour before the webinar. To register, visit https://go.iastate.edu/O55DC7.  

• Wednesday, Nov. 16—Brian Dougherty, Extension Ag Engineer will cover the pros and cons of 
composting both manure and animal mortalities.  Locating, sizing, and properly constructing com-
post windrows will be covered.  There will also be discussion options for emergency mortality 
composting on dairy farms. The webinar is free to attend, but registration is required at least one 
hour before the webinar. To register, visit https://go.iastate.edu/GR5MRU 

Biosecurity on the Farm and Feedlot 
Contact: Dan Loy, Iowa Beef Center, 515-294-2333, beefcenter@iastate.edu 

We’ve learned a lot about biosecurity over the last couple of years. Isolation, social distancing and sanitation were 
words we heard almost every day. And some of us came to the realization that the beef industry doesn’t do this very 
well.  There are two levels of biosecurity for beef producers. One is for prevention of disease on the farm and the sec-
ond is to prepare the industry at all levels from a foreign animal disease. 
 
Good basic biosecurity on the farm or feedlot boils down to three things, all of them designed to reduce the exposure 
of cattle to disease: visitor management, isolation of new cattle and management of traffic flow in the feedlot.  Visitor 
management includes items like visitor logs, insistence on clean footwear or providing plastic boots for disinfectant.  If 
you are a cow-calf producer, do you isolate newly purchased seedstock before bringing them into the herd? For feed-
lots, can you isolate purchased groups of cattle before combining them into a single pen? Relative to traffic flow, do 
cattle trucks cross the feed area? If so, is there an alternative?  Read all of this column on the IBC website at https://
www.iowabeefcenter.org/director.html 
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Pasture Rental Concerns? 
Contact:  Melissa O’Rourke, Extension Farm & Agribusiness Management Specialist, 563-382-2949, morourke@iastate.edu  

As cattle producers move cattle off pasture, discussions are taking place regarding pasture rental rates for 
the grazing season. Iowa State University Extension and Outreach Ag Decision Maker – along with other 
university extension services – offer guidelines and resources to help Iowa landowners and producers 
discuss methods to determine appropriate pasture rental arrangements. Especially during these times of 
increasing land prices and input costs, parties want to be sure that they are having open discussions to 
arrive at fair agreements for pasture rents. 

There is no quick answer to what is the right rent for a given piece of pasture. Parties must discuss and agree on costs 
and responsibilities such as real estate taxes, maintenance of infrastructure (fence, barns, water), insurance and fertili-
zation. These issues and more are important factors in calculating a fair rental rate. 

One key publication is found on the Ag Decision Maker website: Computing a Pasture Rental Rate https://
go.iastate.edu/7JUQP6  When visiting Ag Decision Maker, notice that the publication is available on screen or via 
download of a PDF document. There is also a Decision Tool spreadsheet that can be used to try out different calcula-
tions. The publication starts out by noting: 

“Is there a simple and uniform method of figuring a rental rate for pasture and hay land? Probably not, but guidelines are 
available. There are several methods for computing a pasture rental rate, and several factors that influence the rental rate. 
Pasture rental rates vary according to the quality of stand, type of forage species, amount of timber, condition of the fences, 
availability of water, and previous fertility practices on the pasture. A pasture rental rate can be based on [the following]: 

– current market rates 
– a return on investment in pastureland 
– forage value 
– rent per head per month (AUM) 
– carrying capacity 
– rent per pound of gain” 

Overall, communication is key to determining a fair pasture rental rate that works for both the producer and the land-
owner.  Read more of the article at https://go.iastate.edu/KSOHKT 

These materials are intended to assist landowners and tenants to understand methods and determine a fair rental rate. After reviewing 
these resources, contact Melissa O’Rourke at the contact information above with questions. 

Manure: The New Black Gold 

 

Contact:  Brian Dougherty, Extension Ag Engineer, 563-583-6496, brian1@iastate.edu 

Harvest is well underway, and we will soon get started with the fall manure applications. These early applications 
will convert the ammonia to nitrate that will move with the soil water. While there is a risk of leaching out if we get 
above normal rainfall, the present dry conditions will require about 10 inches of precipitation before we will start to 
lose the nitrogen. While waiting until November continues to be the better time to apply manure, this year will be 
more forgiving.  

Fertilizer prices are likely to remain high because natural gas prices never went low this summer, and many places 
are converting coal fired electrical generation to natural gas electrical generation. The summer low price for natural 
gas this year was $5.36 per therm. Natural gas is also used to refine P and K so they are also likely to remain high. 
To make matters on the world stage a little worse, the two leading countries that export nitrogen fertilizer are Russia 
and Belarus. Most of their exports go to the EU, but with the political problems they may be looking to others like the 
US and Canada. More farmers may be more interested in buying manure and those who have it will want to spread 
it over all your acres to get the most bang for your manure resource. Lowering our application rates to the economi-
cal maximum return to nitrogen would help to spread it on about 20 percent more acres and if the dry conditions 
persist our fields will not be limited by fertilizer, but by rain. Yes, manure has now become farmers’ new black gold!  

Keep an Eye Out for This Weed 
Contact:  Meaghan Anderson, Extension Field Agronomist, 319-331-0058, mjanders@iastate.edu 

While Iowa weed communities change constantly, it is rare that a species new to the 
region is discovered. Asian copperleaf (Acalypha australis) was first discovered in Iowa 
in 2016 in a corn field near Cedar Falls. Prior to this discovery, the only documented 
infestation in North America was within New York City. The plant was recently found in a 
soybean field in Grundy County, nearly 30 miles from the original infestation (Figure 1). 
In both fields, several dense patches of the weed were present throughout the field, indi-
cating the weed was in the field for several years before being identified.  If you detect 
the plant, please contact the Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship 
at 515-725-1470. Read more of the article at https://go.iastate.edu/OBQMFK 
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This institution is an equal opportunity provider. For the full non-discrimination statement or accommodation inquiries, go 
to www.extension.iastate.edu/diversity/ext. 

 

Contact:  Aaron Steil, Consumer Horticulture 
Extension Specialist, 515-294-8953, 
ajsteil@iastate.edu 

Perennials 

It is not necessary to clear-cut the 
perennial garden after the first freeze 
of the season.  Leaving the leaves, 
stems, dried flowers, and seed heads 
of many perennials provides more 
interest through the winter 
months.  Leaving the plant materials 
also provides an extra layer of 
protection for the crown and root 
system of the perennial. Plus, the 
dead stems and leaves collect fallen 
leaves, adding even more 
protection.  Leaving the plant material 
in place and removing it in early spring 
instead of fall also helps provide food 
and protection to native pollinators, 
beneficial insects, and wildlife, such 
as birds.  

While it is largely beneficial to leave 
the foliage in place through winter, 
removing plant material in the fall after 
it has naturally died back should be 
done for perennials with disease or 
insect pest issues during the 
summer.  Additionally, those 
perennials that tend to be weedy or 
spread aggressively by seed benefit 
from late-season deadheading and 
clean-up to prevent them from being 
too weedy. 

Consider a Blanket of Mulch 

Leaving plant debris in place over the 
winter months can help shallow-rooted 
perennials that may frost heave. Frost 
heaving happens when the freeze-
thaw cycle of the upper layer of soil 
works the crown and root system of 
the perennial plant out of the 
ground.  If more protection is needed 
to prevent frost heaving, apply about 

four inches of mulch over the crown of 
the plant after the ground freezes, 
typically by late November in much of 
Iowa.  Do not place the mulch on too 
early as it can slow plants from going 
dormant and make them more 
susceptible to damage from cold 
temperatures.  Remove the excess 
mulch “blanket” in early spring as soon 
as the top layer thaws, typically around 
mid-March in much of Iowa. 

Protect Marginally Hardy Perennials 

Tender perennials can also be 
protected with cages placed around 
the plants and filled with straw or pine 
needles.  Avoid using leaves as they 
tend to mat down over winter 
smothering the plants.  As with extra 
mulch, place the protective layer late in 
the fall season and remove it in early 
spring.  Do not use Styrofoam cones or 
domes as they can cause premature 
warming in the early spring bringing 
plants out of dormancy early and 
making them more susceptible to cold 
damage.  Additionally, most plants will 
not fit under these cones without 
extensive pruning, and it is better to 
prune in spring rather than fall.  

Vegetable Garden 

Good fall clean-up is necessary in the 
vegetable garden removing all leaves, 
stems, fruit, and other plant parts after 
the first frost.  Most edible plants 
grown in home vegetable gardens 
have serious disease and/or pest 
issues that can overwinter on plant 
debris, increasing its impact on crops 
in subsequent years.  Removal and 
destruction of the diseased plant 
debris reduces the severity of many 
diseases in the next growing season. 
Removal of the plant debris also 
eliminates over-wintering sites for 

some insects and helps reduce insect 
populations. 

Disposal of Debris 

Composting the plant debris is a good 
option, assuming you have a compost 
pile that heats up to at least 140°F, 
which will kill most pathogens. Most 
home compost piles do not reach this 
temperature, but most municipal 
composting facilities do. Another 
option is burning, where legal. 

Consider Tilling in Fall 

Fall tillage provides several benefits. 
Fall is a good time to add amendments 
like well-rotted manure, leaves, 
compost, and disease-free garden 
waste. These amendments add 
organic matter and benefit the soil 
microorganisms and the overall soil 
health. Additionally, a fall-tilled garden 
dries out and warms up more quickly in 
spring, permitting earlier planting of 
cool-season crops. 

Take Note of Where Each Vegetable 
Was Grown 

Another way to prevent plant diseases 
next year is to take good notes in 
autumn of where in the garden each 
type of plant grew this year. Disease 
problems often increase when the 
same crop or crop in the same family 
is planted in the same area in 
successive years. For crop rotation to 
be effective, gardeners should not 
plant vegetables belonging to the 
same plant family in the same location 
for a minimum of three years. 
Selecting vegetable varieties that are 
resistant to specific diseases can also 
be helpful. 

Fall Garden Cleanup 

Upcoming Events 

Nov 9 — Native Seed Saving 
Webinar, 7 pm 

Nov 15 — Extension Council, 7:30 
pm, Extension Office 

Nov 23 — IDALS Pesticide Testing, 
9 am—3 pm, Extension Office —  

Nov 24-25 — Holiday—Extension 
Office closed 

Please see page 2 for Commercial 
Pesticide CIC information 

Garden Calendar 

The 2023 garden calendar from Iowa State University 
Extension and Outreach, “Garden Lore,” is now avail-
able for gardeners and outdoors people alike. 

The calendar aims to distinguish gardening fact from 
gardening fiction. It includes important gardening tips 
as well as information regarding extension resources, 
and is available for purchase for $8 through the Iowa 
State University Extension Store https://
store.extension.iastate.edu/product/4127 
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