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Extension Links 
 

Ag Decision Maker 

http://www.extension.iastate.edu/agdm/ 

 

Beef Center 

http://www.iowabeefcenter.org/ 

 

Dairy Team 

http://www.extension.iastate.edu/

dairyteam/ 

 

ISU Nutrient Reduction Strategies 

http://www.nutrientstrategy.iastate.edu/ 

 

Iowa State Research Farms 

http://farms.ag.iastate.edu/farms 

 

Iowa Water Quality Initiative 

http://www.cleanwateriowa.org/ 

 

Manure Management 

http://www.agronext.iastate.edu/immag/ 

 

Pesticide Management 

http://www.extension.iastate.edu/psep/ 

 
Pork Center 
http://www.ipic.iastate.edu/ 

Soil Heath & Grazing Workshop 

Contact: Brian Dougherty, Extension Ag Engineer, 563-583-6496, brian1@iastate.edu  

Iowa State University Extension and Outreach and Iowa Learning Farms are 
offering two field days focused on soil health in grazing systems. In these 
hands-on field days, attendees will learn how to assess soils on their own 
properties.  

Each location will feature a soil pit with discussion of soil physical characteris-
tics and how they impact soil function, and a comparison of soils in both 
grazed and row-crop systems. Infiltration and soil aggregation assessments 
will be performed and discussed, along with other simple indicators that can 
be used to evaluate and track changes in soil health. Attendees will also learn 
how to assess pasture condition and how grazing management affects soil 
health.  

A free lunch will be served at 12:30 pm and the program will be from 1:00 to 
3:00 pm each day. 

July 6: Kubik Family Farm 2587 130th St. Traer, IA 

July 8: Smith Family Farm 26129 Tivoli Ln. Epworth, IA 

“These field days are a great opportunity to learn about the hidden world be-
neath our feet.” said Brian Dougherty, Field Agricultural Engineer with ISU 
Extension and Outreach. “People will be able to see how different manage-
ment practices affect what is happening below ground and learn about how 
that affects the growth achieved above ground. Feel free to bring your own 
shovel and get your hands dirty”. 

The event is free and open to farmers, landowners, and ag support providers 
and includes a complimentary meal, though we require reservations to ensure 
adequate space and food. For reasonable accommodations and to RSVP 
please contact Liz Ripley at 515-294-5429 or ilf@iastate.edu. 
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Contact:  Women in Ag Newsletter, 515-294-0588, womeninag@iastate.edu  

Women Power Up: Countdown to Success" is the theme of the 16th annual Iowa Women in Agriculture Conference 
http://iowawomeninag.org/annual-conference/registration/ at the FFA Enrichment Center in Ankeny on August 4. 

The 2022 conference will address an array of ag challenges, offering timely advice as well as networking opportunities. 
A powerhouse combo of general sessions and workshops, led by a select cadre of speakers, will focus on equipping 
women with bottom-line tools. 

The Conference kicks off with Lisa Schulte Moore. The Iowa State University professor of Natural Resource Ecology 
and Management and recipient of the prestigious MacArthur Fellowship, will keynote with her message, Roots Run 
Deep! She’ll highlight her work with farmers through the STRIPS (Science-based trials of row crops integrated with 
prairie strips) Project, and outline steps for farmers to expand practices to capture soil carbon and boost soil health. 
 
Participants also will have the opportunity to attend a pre-conference tour on August 3, hosted by the Iowa State Uni-
versity Extension and Outreach Women in Ag Program. In addition to Allendan Seed Company, the Cedar Covered 
Bridge, and the Winterset Cidery, the tour continues south on Highway 69 to the family owned and operated cattle wa-
terer business, Cobett Company. 

Iowa Women in Agriculture Conference August 4 

Contact:  Acreage Living Newsletter, Katie Steneroden, DVM, kksten@iastate.edu 

Items moving on and off your farm or ranch can bring disease. Recognizing movement risks can help you prevent them. 
The Livestock Project has created a Step 1: Movement risks checklist  https://www.cfsph.iastate.edu/thelivestockproject/
resources/ that can help you recognize and think about the types of movements that happen on your operation.  

Animals and animal products — It’s always exciting to add new animals to your herd or flock. Additions often bring added 
production and improved genetics. But, it pays to be cautious. New or returning animals can bring in new diseases. Hav-
ing an area to keep these animals separate from your home herd, as well as an area to isolate sick animals, is essen-
tial.  For more information see Safely introducing new or returning animals to your herd https://go.iastate.edu/JZVPRQ 

Vehicles and equipment — What kinds of vehicle or equipment movement occurs on your farm? Have the vehicles that 
come onto your property been to other animal operations? If so, they could spread disease to your farm. Some examples 
include:  Animal delivery trucks or trailers, Milk trucks or egg transport vehicles, Dead animal or manure removal trucks, 
Feed, bedding, fuel, or propane delivery trucks.  Mail, package, or supply delivery.  Vehicles that belong to workers, fami-
ly, friends, or other visitors.  Trash or recycling pick up, Groundskeeping equipment such as skid loaders, mowers, trac-
tors, etc.  See On-farm movement concerns https://go.iastate.edu/SDNYB7 for more information.   

People – visitors and personnel — One of the best ways to teach people about agriculture is to show them firsthand what 
happens on your farm. This can be through an onsite store, farm tours, or holding workshops on your property. You may 
need extra farm help and hire an employee or have a friend wanting to learn the ins and outs of alternative farming. 

No matter the reason for extra foot traffic, each new person can increase the likelihood of introducing new germs to your 
farm. You have options on how to prevent this from happening. For more information, see our blog post on  Keeping your 
organic and alternatively raised animals healthy when you have visitors (including workers) https://go.iastate.edu/
QJC5MO 

Other – wildlife, rodents, birds, — Animals that can cause problems on your farm include rodents, deer, feral swine, fox-
es, coyotes, and birds. While it is impossible to completely eliminate your animals’ exposure to the surrounding wildlife, 
there are some steps you can take to decrease the risk of disease spread, predation, and property damage.  For more 
information, see our Managing wildlife and pests on your organic/alternative farm https://go.iastate.edu/LGQLJY 

Movement Risks Checklist for Organic and Alternative Livestock 

Farmland Leasing and Management Workshop 

Contact:  Melissa O’Rourke, Farm Management Specialist, 563-382-2949, mourorke@iastate.edu  

Melissa O’Rourke, ISU Farm & Ag Business Management Specialist will offer a Farmland Leasing 
and Management Workshop on Wednesday, July 27 from 9 am to noon at the Fayette County Exten-
sion Office. 

O’Rourke will present information and updates on farmland leasing topics including: current cash 
rental rates, land values and crop price survey results, determining a fair cash rent, tenant/landowner 
communications and legal aspects, approaches to writing and terminating a farm lease, and ISU Ex-
tension web-based resources. Workshops range from 2-3 hours in length, with a 100-page leasing 
arrangements book is provided, one per registrant. Visit the Ag Decision Maker website https://go.iastate.edu/SQHU6L 
for additional details.  Contact the Fayette County Extension Office at 563-425-3331 to register. 
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New Pork Industry Sustainability Tool and Fact Sheet Available 
Contact:  Mark Storlie, Extension Swine Specialist, 563-425-3331, mstorlie@iastate.edu  

Sustainability is more than a buzzword for pork producers. It offers a focus to set 
new goals and standards in their operations and, consequently, the swine indus-
try as a whole. Improving sustainability of pork production involves fully under-
standing how the environment and production practices interact, and the use of a 
Life Cycle Assessment (LCA) helps provide that information. 

A new fact sheet from the Iowa Pork Industry Center and Iowa State University 
Extension and Outreach, "Sustainability in the Swine Industry: Understanding the 
Life Cycle Assessment," looks at three LCAs that have been created for the US 
swine industry. Lead author and graduate research assistant Erika Johnson said 
the LCAs focus on carbon emissions, land occupation and water usage. 

“An LCA is a holistic approach to analyzing the cumulative environmental impacts of different phases of swine produc-
tion, and doing so in a manner that’s easily understood by producers and consumers,” she said. “The overall footprint 
estimated for a 4-oz. serving of pork is 2.48 lb. of carbon dioxide, 9.75 sq. ft. of land per year, 8.2 gal. of water.” 

Lance Baumgard, animal science professor, and Jason Ross, animal science professor and Iowa Pork Industry Center 
director, are the other authors of this fact sheet available from the Iowa State University Extension and Outreach Store 
as a free download. https://store.extension.iastate.edu/product/16468 

Johnson also developed a spreadsheet tool for producers to evaluate and estimate impacts of different levels of effi-
ciency on environmental emissions. 

“The Wean-to-Finish Pork Sustainability Calculator allows producers to understand how specific improvements in fin-
ishing can influence the environmental footprint of that barn,” she said. “They can change production parameters such 
as mortality and feed efficiency and see the effect of those changes.” 

You can download the calculator https://go.iastate.edu/4ONMPN at no charge from the IPIC website. 

This Excel-based calculator provides changes in percentages and weight of carbon dioxide based on baseline and 
target values entered by the user. It offers insight into the level of greenhouse gas production at the individual barn 
level to enable continuous improvement and can be used at any time to gauge potential change implications. 

Streambank Erosion and Floodplain Importance Topics of New Publications 
Contact:  Billy Beck, Extension Forester, 515-294-8337, wjbeck@iastate.edu  

Two new Iowa State University Extension and Outreach forestry publications are available for free on the Iowa State 
Extension Store.  

The first publication, Streambank Alluvial Units https://store.extension.iastate.edu/product/16444, explains how layers 
within sediment along streambanks can be used to study erosion over time. These sediments are referred to as alluvi-
um.  By studying the sediment making up Iowa’s streambanks, researchers hope to learn more about weathering pro-
cesses in Iowa, and how these processes can be slowed to avoid an overabundance of sediment and phosphorus in 
Iowa waters. Excessive amounts of sediment and phosphorus in streams can have negative implications for water 
quality and may cause a loss of valuable crop ground. 

The second publication, Floodplain Connectivity https://store.extension.iastate.edu/product/16443, also explains and 
discusses research from Walnut Creek watershed. As Beck explains, floodplains are relatively flat areas bordering riv-
ers and streams that help to clean and contain floodwaters when rivers and streams overtop their banks. Floodplain 
vegetation can trap excess nutrients, slow flood velocity and retain floodwaters, which can enhance stream water qual-
ity and reduce downstream flooding impacts. 

However, Iowa’s floodplains have become disconnected from their respective rivers and streams due to river straight-
ening and land conversion. A loss of the connection between rivers or streams and floodplains represents a loss of 
their ecological benefits, according to Beck.  “Loss of trapping and retention opportunities may lead to increased levels 
of contaminants in stream water, as well as intensified downstream flooding,” he added. 

Beginning Farmer Center 
Source  Extension Natural  Resources News 

The Beginning Farmer Center was created in 1994 by the Iowa Legislature and is 
a part of Iowa State University Extension and Outreach. Focusing on the needs 
and issues facing beginning farmers, the Center provides educational resources 
for new farmers and their professional advisors.  

Learn more at https://beginningfarmer.iastate.edu/ 
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This institution is an equal opportunity provider. For the full non-discrimination statement or accommodation inquiries, go 
to www.extension.iastate.edu/diversity/ext. 

 

Contact: Randall Vos, Horticulture and Home 
Pest Newsletter 

When winter pruning backyard 
grapevines, we generally leave 40 to 
60 buds per plant, but this does not 
mean they will only have 40 to 60 
shoots when they grow in the 
summer. If the cultivar you are 
growing is not adapted to your 
region, it's possible you will lose 
some buds due to low winter 
temperatures and have fewer 
shoots. More likely, however, is that 
you will have an abundance of 
shoots.  

Suckering 

Early summer is a great time to 
remove excess shoots because you 
can do most of it by hand, without 
the use of pruners. The removal of 
shoots on the trunk of a grapevine is 
generally referred to as suckering. 
The shoots on the trunk (suckers) 
often will not have fruit and will end 
up being shaded out from the 

grapevine canopy above it. All the 
suckers should be removed in early 
summer unless you need to leave 
one to replace a trunk. 

Shoot Thinning 

Shoot thinning in the canopy is 
important as often grapevines 
produce more shoots than is ideal. 
Generally, we want to leave around 4 
to 6 shoots per foot vine. If our plants 
are taking up about 8 feet of trellis, 
that means we want to leave around 
40 to 50 shoots on them.  When 
shoot thinning in the grapevine 
canopy, our goal is to remove the 
shoots that do not have much fruit or 
are low in vigor.  

Shoot thinning should be done in 
early summer when the shoots are 
small and can be removed by hand. 
An additional benefit to shoot 
thinning early in the summer is that it 
increases the amount of sunlight that 
gets into the middle of the grapevine 
canopy. This sunlight is not only 

important for fruit ripening, but it also 
helps the grapevine buds to 
potentially become more cold hardy 
for the winter and have more fruit on 
them in the following season. 

Learn more about growing grapes in 
this publication: Growing Grapes in 
the Home Garden https://
store.extension.iastate.edu/
product/5251 

 

Summer Pruning and Thinning of Grapevines 

Upcoming Events 

July 12 — Master Gardener Meet-
ing, 6 pm, Maynard Library 

July 19-23 — Fayette County Fair, 
West Union 

July 21 — Health Expo, Dance 
Pavilion, Fairgrounds 

  10 am—Stay Independent—    
  Healthy Aging 

  Noon—Spend Smart. Eat Smart 

  2 pm—Preserve the Taste of   
  Summer 

  3 pm—Spend Smart. Eat Smart 

July 27 — Farmland Lease & Man-
agement Meeting, 9 am-noon, Ex-
tension Office 

Fall Master Gardener Training Offered as Hybrid Course 
Contact: Alicia Herzog, Master Gardner Program Coordinator, 515-294-3627, aherzogl@iastate.edu 

66 counties in Iowa, including Fayette County, are offering the 
Master Gardener program this fall.  “Throughout the pandemic, 
many of our programs have been forced into virtual formats and 
participants have missed out on peer-to-peer interactions,” said 
Alicia Herzog, Master Gardener state coordinator with Iowa State 
University Extension and Outreach. “We find immense value in 

the learning that happens when our participants interact with each other, their 
county extension and outreach staff, and experts in their local communities. 
We’re happy to be able to offer the best of both worlds with this hybrid format.” 

Iowans wishing to complete Master Gardener training register with their county 
extension office, participate in online learning modules, and attend at least four 
in-person training sessions organized by their county office. After completing the 
course, Master Gardener interns complete a 40-hour internship in their training 
county, sharing their knowledge and skills with the community. 

Applicants have from June 3 until July 8 to apply for the fall session. Training for 
the fall session begins August 22. Learn more about the program online at 
https://go.iastate.edu/TIATDP or contact Deb Kahler at 563-425-3331 or 
dkahler@iastate.edu 

Iowa State has offered Master Gardener training for over 40 years, engaging 
more than 15,000 people in learning about gardening best practices. Master 
Gardener volunteers add value to their communities by completing projects such 
as community beautification, tending donation gardens and presenting public 
programs. 
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