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Ag Decision Maker 

http://www.extension.iastate.edu/agdm/ 

 

Beef Center 

http://www.iowabeefcenter.org/ 

 

Dairy Team 

http://www.extension.iastate.edu/

dairyteam/ 

 

ISU Nutrient Reduction Strategies 

http://www.nutrientstrategy.iastate.edu/ 

 

Iowa State Research Farms 

http://farms.ag.iastate.edu/farms 

 

Iowa Water Quality Initiative 

http://www.cleanwateriowa.org/ 

 

Manure Management 

http://www.agronext.iastate.edu/immag/ 

 

Pesticide Management 

http://www.extension.iastate.edu/psep/ 

 
Pork Center 
http://www.ipic.iastate.edu/ 

Record Farmland Values Despite Concerns about 
Higher Inflation and Interest Rates 

Contact: Wendong Zhang, Associate Economics Professor, 515-294-2536, 
wdzhang@iastate.edu 

One year after skyrocketing 29%, the average value of an acre of Iowa farmland 
jumped another 17%, or $1,660, to $11,411 per acre. The nominal value of an 
acre of farmland is again higher this year than at any point since Iowa State      
University began surveying values in 1941. When adjusting for inflation, the 2022 
average value surpasses the previous inflation-adjusted record value set in 2013 
for the first time. 

Farmland values in Iowa have increased more than 15% in a year a handful of 
times since 1941, most notably in 2011, when values rose 32.5%, and last year, 
when values rose 29%.  While inflation was a major factor that drove the increase 
last year, Wendong Zhang, an associate professor of economics at Iowa State 
University, said that it did not play as much of a factor as commodity prices, limited 
land supply, and low interest rates through summer 2022 did this year. 

Zhang, who is responsible for conducting the annual survey, said that inflation 
rates this year are similar to those from last year, but the Federal Reserve has 
used aggressive rate hikes since this summer to curb the problem. “The Federal 
Reserve seems to be determined to keep raising interest rates until they get a firm 
control on inflation. This is a tricky balance because larger and quicker interest 
rate hikes run the risk of slowing down the economy, potentially to a recession,” 
Zhang said. While he noted that higher interest rates put downward pressure on 
the land market, the effects typically don’t show up in land prices for one or two 
years. 

While the Federal Reserve has been raising interest rates, Zhang said that 81% of 
Iowa farmland is fully paid for, so the higher interest rates don’t always affect   
farmers’ land purchasing decisions. This is especially true when high inflation 
makes the real interest rates negative or low, which tends to incentivize more   
borrowing and investment. Furthermore, a significant portion of respondents said 
that cash on hand was a positive factor influencing land values. “Farmers have a 
lot more cash on hand and supply chain issues led to a shortage of equipment, so 
the money farmers normally spend on equipment is now devoted to land,” he said. 

As for commodity prices, Zhang said they have been strong this year and yields 
have been higher than expected, despite the weather challenges. “Not only are 
crop prices much higher, livestock and poultry prices are also significantly       
higher, translating into higher farm income and profits,”  he said.  “The higher land 
values do create an even higher entry barrier for beginning farmers, and the      
following increase in cash rents along with higher input costs could negatively af-
fect producers, especially those with a lot of rented ground,” he said.  

The Iowa State Land Value Survey is based on reports by agricultural professionals     
knowledgeable of land market conditions, such as appraisers, farm managers, agricultural 
lenders, and actual land sales, and is intended to provide information on general land value 
trends, geographical land price relationships and factors influencing the Iowa land market. 
The 2022 survey is based on 668 usable responses from 443 agricultural professionals. 
Seventy-one percent of the 443 respondents answered the survey online.  
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Iowa dairy producers have the opportunity to learn about emerging dairy industry issues during the 
2023 Dairy Days events hosted by Iowa State University Extension and Outreach.  The day-long 
event has been developed to help dairy producers learn about current practices and hear the latest 
research — all topics to help producers make sound herd management decisions.  

Dairy Days will be offered Jan. 17 in Elma at Innovative Ag Service, Jan. 19 in Elkader at Johnson’s 
Restaurant, Jan. 24 in Kalona at the Kalona Chamber of Commerce, Jan. 26 in New Vienna at the New Vienna Com-
munity Center, and Jan. 31 in Sioux Center at the Dordt College-Stewardship Center.  Check in will begin at 9:45 am 
and the day will conclude by 2:30 pm. 

Pre-registration is requested by the Friday before each event to reserve a meal. Register online at https://
go.iastate.edu/2023DAIRYDAYS.  

Dairy Days to Feature Profitable Dairy Practices 
Contact: Jennifer Bentley, Extension Dairy Specialist, 563-382-2949, jbentley@iastate.edu 

Iowa Pork Congress 

Contact: Mark Storlie, Extension Swine Specialist, 563-425-3331, mstorlie@iastate.edu 

Registration is now open for the Iowa Pork Congress set for January 25-26 in Des Moines.  For more in-
formation: http://www.iowaporkcongress.org/ 

Confinement Site Manure Certification 
Contact:  Brian Dougherty, Extension Ag Engineer,  563-583-6496, brian1@iastate.edu 

Confinement Site Manure Applicator Certification will be offered January 26 beginning at 1:30 pm at the Fayette Coun-
ty      Extension Office.  Certification can be earned via testing (IDNR), online (IDNR), attending training or viewing 
DVD, contact the Extension Office to learn your options.  Pre-registration is required by calling the Extension Office at 
563-425-3331.  No walk-ins allowed. 

Driftless Region Beef Conference Set for January 26-27 
Contact: Denise Schwab, Extension Beef Specialist, 319-472-4739, dschwab@iastate.edu 

With nearly 2.5 million cattle in three Midwest states, university extension services in Illinois, Iowa 
and Wisconsin are teaming together to offer the Driftless Region Beef Conference. The eleventh an-
nual event will be held Jan. 26-27, at the Grand River Convention Center in Dubuque. 

The cattle business has been challenging in the last year with drought in some areas, excess rain in 
others, increasing hay prices and skyrocketing grain prices. Cow sales are up and heifers retained for the breeding 
herd are down. Fed cattle prices are at or near all-time highs, but so are input costs. The volatility of the cattle indus-
try is a concern for all producers. The 2023 conference will focus on practices to survive the market volatility into the 
future. 

The early registration fee of $85 per person must be received prior to midnight, Jan. 13. After that date, it increases 
to $115. More information on topics, speakers and lodging is available on the conference website https://
www.aep.iastate.edu/beef/ 

Farm Transitions Conference to be Held in Ames 
Contact: Melissa O’Rourke, Extension Farm Management Specialist, 563-382-2949, morourke@iastate.edu 

Farm Transitions: Entering, Expanding, or Exiting the Business conference will be held Feb. 9-10 at the Gate-
way Hotel and Conference Center in Ames. Offered by ISU Beginning Farmer Center through Iowa Center for Agri-
cultural Law and Taxation, registration is available for in-person and online options. See the agenda, speaker list, 
registration details and more on the conference website https://go.iastate.edu/O4EJ8P 

Farm Couples Get Away 

Contact: Jennifer Bentley Extension Dairy Specialist, 563-382-2949, jbentley@iastate.edu 

To help farm families build relationships and set family goals, Iowa State University Extension and 
Outreach is offering a “Farm Couple Getaway.” The events is aimed at farmers wanting to take ad-
vantage of activities to improve farm family communication, work on farm or family goal setting, farm 
transitions or looking for a weekend away to discuss farm and family issues. The getaway will be 
held Friday, Feb. 10 through Saturday, Feb.11 at the Best Western Plus Hotel in Dubuque. Regis-
tration will be on a first-come, first-served basis and will be limited to 10 couples. Registration is due 

two weeks prior to the session.  Registration brochure https://go.iastate.edu/NODKVS 
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More Soybean Varieties with Peking SCN Resistance for 2023 
Contact: Greg Tylka, Morrill Professor—ISU Dept. of Plant Pathology & Microbiology, 515-294-3021, gltylka@iastate.edu 

A list of hundreds of SCN-resistant soybean varieties available for Iowa soybean farmers is compiled every fall as Iowa 
State University Extension and Outreach publication PM 1649, “Soybean cyst nematode-resistant soybean varie-
ties for Iowa.” https://store.extension.iastate.edu/product/5154   In addition to company, brand, and variety name, the 
list includes information about each variety’s relative maturity, herbicide resistance traits, iron chlorosis tolerance, and 
genetic source of SCN resistance. The effort is supported by soybean checkoff funds from the Iowa Soybean Assoc. 

There are 818 SCN-resistant soybean varieties included in the new list, which is fewer than in the past eight years. But 
there are varieties from 27 different brands included in this year’s publication, more than in recent years. 

More choices of varieties with Peking SCN resistance for 2023 than in the past 

Soybean varieties containing SCN resistance from the breeding line named Peking are highly valued.  Currently in  
Iowa, Peking SCN resistance is more effective at limiting nematode reproduction and the buildup of SCN numbers in 
the soil than resistance from the PI 88788 breeding line, which is used in 95% of the varieties available to Iowa farm-
ers. Yields of varieties with Peking SCN resistance frequently are greater than yields of varieties with PI 88788 SCN 
resistance because high levels of SCN reproduction on varieties with PI 88788 resistance cause significant yield sup-
pression. ICM Newsletter articles here https://go.iastate.edu/XQ7JWB  and here https://go.iastate.edu/E6ZNLZ        
describe the situation in greater detail. 

There are 47 varieties with SCN resistance from Peking in the updated publication, 13 more than in the 2021 list and 
the highest number of such varieties ever in the publication. Most (27) of the varieties with Peking SCN resistance are 
in maturity group 2. There are 16 varieties in maturity groups 0-1 with Peking resistance, and only 4 varieties are 
adapted for maturity group 3. 

More varieties with Peking SCN resistance are needed 

Reproduction of SCN populations present in Iowa fields on the PI 88788 source of resistance and resistant varieties 
developed with that breeding line has been increasing steadily since the early 2000s. The trend is not expected to sub-
side.  The low number of soybean varieties with Peking SCN resistance in maturity group 3 is particularly unfortunate 
because levels of reproduction of SCN populations on PI 88788 are among the highest in southern Iowa, as explained 
in a recent ICM News article here https://go.iastate.edu/7TWNQL 

Cover Crops in Iowa: New Survey Results 

Contact: Alejandro Plastina, 515-294-6160, plastina@iastate.edu 

A new Staff Report published by the Iowa State University Center for Agricultural and Rural Development (CARD) 
summarizes data collected by the Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship (IDALS) through five annual 
waves (2015-2020) of a survey on Iowa farmers’ use of cover crops.  The survey was administered to farmers who 
visited local conservation field offices and who had received technical assistance and/or cost share related to cover 
crops. The 3,039 responses shed light on Iowa farmers’ rationale and motivations to use cover crops, the timing of 
planting and termination, the types and extent of varieties used, and farmers’ preferred information sources. The main 
findings include the following highlights: 

• The most prevalent types of operations using cover crops were farms producing row crops and cattle, and farms 
producing row crops but no livestock. 

• On average, 60% of the respondents were owner-operators of the acres in cover crops. 

• Most respondents seeded cover crops on erodible land, and only on a portion of their fields. 

• About a third of the respondents used cover crops as supplemental feed for their livestock. 

• Eighty-one percent of the respondents planted winter-hardy cover crops. 

• Drill planting after harvest was the most prevalent planting method (56%). 

• Seventy-two percent of the respondents terminated the cover crops with herbicides and no-till planted the next 
crop. 

• The stated motivations to use cover crops reported by at least two-thirds of the respondents include preventing soil 
erosion, building soil organic matter, improving soil health, and improving/protecting water quality. 

• The most common source of information on cover crop management among respondents was some type of     
government agency, although the preferred method of receiving information was through discussions with other 
farmers. 

Since the survey methodology did not follow a scientific design, results cannot be extrapolated beyond the sample. 
However, stakeholders who work with farmers and other interested groups can use these data to inform their under-
standing of Iowa farmers’ management of cover crops.  For the complete report https://go.iastate.edu/YGWMSG 
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This institution is an equal opportunity provider. For the full non-discrimination statement or accommodation inquiries, go 
to www.extension.iastate.edu/diversity/ext. 

 

Contact:  Angie Rieck-Hinz, Extension Field 
Agronomist, 515-231-2830, 
amrieck@iastate.edu 

Agronomy in the Field  , is a 
multi-session ZOOM series for 
women designed to provide 
opportunities to learn more about 
forage and crop production 
practices, conservation practices 
and water quality impacts to help 
strengthen decision-making on the 
farm and to increase the comfort 
level when talking to landowners, 
tenants, ag retailers, and farming 
partners. 

Join us for our Winter/Spring 
ZOOM Sessions in 2023. All 
sessions are from NOON to 1 pm 
and will be recorded and available 
for on-demand viewing later.  

Jan. 9 — Lean and Mean Crop 
Production 

Feb. 20 —  Interpreting Soil Test 
Results and Fertilizer 
Recommendations 

March 6 — Developing Successful 
Herbicide Plans 

March 20 — Managing your 
Forages to Maximize Productivity 

April 3 — Iowa Soils and 
Understanding CSR2  

There is no charge for this ZOOM 
series.  

https://crops.extension.iastate.edu/
agronomy-field 

Agronomy in the Field Zoom  

Upcoming Events 

Jan 2 — Holiday—Extension Office 
closed 

Jan 5 — Commercial Manure 
Training, 9 am-Noon, Extension 
Office 

Jan 10 — Master Gardeners, 1 pm, 
Extension Office 

Jan 16 — Holiday—Extension Of-
fice closed 

Jan 17 — Extension Council, 7:30 
pm, Extension Office 

Jan 25 — IDALS Pesticide Testing, 
9 am—3 pm, Extension Office —  

Jan 26 — Confinement Site Ma-
nure Training, 1:30 pm, Extension 
Office 

 

Women Impacting Agriculture Honorees Named 
Four women making positive changes in Iowa agriculture were honored Nov. 30 at the sixth annual Iowa Women in Ag Lead-
ership Conference organized by Iowa State University Extension and Outreach.  The Women Impacting Agriculture recogni-
tion honors Iowans who are creating a more sustainable Iowa by improving economic resiliency and stability; conserving 
natural resources; and being influential agricultural leaders, family members and community volunteers. 

The 2022 honorees are Laura Cunningham of Floyd County, Susan Kuennen of Fayette County, Bridget Mahoney of Iowa 
County, and Tara Neal of Des Moines County. Past honoree Monica Lursen and extension communications specialist Lisa 
Scarbrough recognized the honorees at the conference and presented them with awards. 

“This year’s honorees are influential women in their respective communities,” said Scarbrough, communications specialist 
with the women in ag program with ISU Extension and Outreach. “From caring for the land, incorporating learning opportuni-
ties for growers and community members, expanding farm businesses, to teaching youth about the opportunities in agricul-
ture, these women are leading their communities as positive role models.” 

Susan Kuennen, Fayette County, recently retired from her career as a staff nurse at Mayo Clinic and manages her 160-
acre farm in Fayette County. When she lost her husband due to illness in 2011, she sought out and built a team to assist her 
in farm decisions. With an artistic flair, she established conservation practices on her highly erodible farm to include fields, 
wetlands and upland wildlife.  In 2016, Kuennen received the Iowa Conservation Woman of the Year Award.  “My reward is 
to know that I am able to make a difference on my farm and be an example to others,” she shared.  

This past spring she participated in the Annie’s Project Farm Management course for the third time. With the constant chang-
es in agriculture and tight margins, she appreciates the helpful resources and connections with like-minded landowners. 
Kuennen served as the Fayette County representative to the Norman Borlaug Iowa State Research Farm board of directors. 
She is part of the Iowa State Master Gardener clubs in Chickasaw and Fayette counties and is a Master Conservationist. 
She donates her organic produce to the Hope Lodge in Rochester, Minnesota. Several varieties of willows are planted on 
her farm for use in making baskets. Her Plow’n Snow willow and antler basket earned her a solo exhibition in the Macnider 
Museum in 2021. Kuennen often jokes that she bleeds green. She received the 4-H Alumni Award and 25-Year 4-H Leader 
awards. “4-H gave me the pledge to live my life accordingly,” she said. After working in substance abuse and addiction treat-
ment for 20 years, Kuennen attended college and graduated with her Bachelor of Science in Nursing at the age of 46 in 
2000. She is involved in her faith community at St. Peter’s Catholic church and served as the Dubuque Archdiocesan Coun-
cil of Catholic Women executive board secretary, 2014 to 2018. are planted on her farm for use in making baskets. Her Plow’n 
Snow willow and antler basket earned her a solo exhibition in the Macnider Museum in 2021. Kuennen often jokes that she bleeds 
green. She received the 4-H Alumni Award and 25-Year 4-H Leader awards. “4-H gave me the pledge to live my life accordingly,” 
she said. After working in substance abuse and addiction treatment for 20 years, Kuennen attended college and graduated with her 
Bachelor of Science in Nursing at the age of 46 in 2000. She is involved in her faith community at St. Peter’s Catholic church and 
served as the Dubuque Archdiocesan Council of Catholic Women executive board secretary, 2014 to 2018. 
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