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Extension Links 
 

Ag Decision Maker 

http://www.extension.iastate.edu/agdm/ 

 

Beef Center 

http://www.iowabeefcenter.org/ 

 

Dairy Team 

http://www.extension.iastate.edu/

dairyteam/ 

 

ISU Nutrient Reduction Strategies 

http://www.nutrientstrategy.iastate.edu/ 

 

Iowa State Research Farms 

http://farms.ag.iastate.edu/farms 

 

Iowa Water Quality Initiative 

http://www.cleanwateriowa.org/ 

 

Manure Management 

http://www.agronext.iastate.edu/immag/ 

 

Pesticide Management 

http://www.extension.iastate.edu/psep/ 

 
Pork Center 
http://www.ipic.iastate.edu/ 

Private Pesticide Continuing Instruction Course 

Contact: Josh Michel, Extension Agronomist, 319-523-2371, jjmichel@iastate.edu 

Iowa State University Extension and Outreach Fayette County office will be 
offering several opportunities to attend the Private Pesticide Applicator Contin-
uing Instruction Course (P-CIC), led by Extension Field Agronomist, Joshua 
Michel. 

Sessions:  

Tuesday, December 13, 9:30 am, Fayette Opera House 

Tuesday, December 13, 1:30 pm, Fayette Opera House 

Thursday, February 13, 1:30 pm, Extension Office, Fayette 

Thursday, February 13, 6:30 pm, Extension Office, Fayette 

A video session of the course will be offered on Thursday, April 13, 9:30 am, 
Extension Office, Fayette. 

Pre-registration is required. Walk-ins on the day of the program will only be 
admitted if room allows.   

To pre-register or for more information call Fayette County Extension at 563-
425-3331. 

The course will run for approximately 2 ½ hours including check-in and 
breaks. The registration fee is $30.  

Soil Fertility Workshop 

Contact: Josh Michel, Extension Agronomist, 319-523-2371, jjmichel@iastate.edu 

Iowa State University Extension and Outreach, in partnership with the Yellow 
River Headquarters Water Quality Project, is hosting a free 1-hour soil fertility 
workshop on December 8 from 6 pm to 7 pm at the Ossian Community Cen-
ter. The workshop will focus on the basics of soil fertility management, fertiliz-
er recommendations, and soil testing basics. This information will allow farm-
ers and landowner to make more informed fertilizer decisions for both row 
crops and forage crops. This workshop will be led by Josh Michel, ISU exten-
sion field agronomist in Northeast Iowa.  “With higher input prices, many farm-
ers are looking at ways of maximizing their economic returns,” said Michel. 
“For fertilizer, that means making sure you understand the basics of soil fertili-
ty and soil testing and how to use those results to make sound fertilizer rec-
ommendations.”  

To pre-register by Wednesday, December 7 or for additional information con-
tact Sophia Campbell by calling 563-382-4352 x3, or emailing:                     
Sophia.campbell@ia.nacdnet.net.  
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Live-Streamed Commercial Pesticide Applicator Continuing Instruction Courses: 

Pest Control Operators (7A, 7B, 8) 

December 9, 9 am 

Certified Handlers (H) 

 December 9, 1 pm 

In-Person Commercial Pesticide Applicator Continuing Instruction Courses: 

Pest Control Operators (7A, 7B, 8) 

 December 7, 9 am, Fayette County Extension Office 

Commercial Ag Weed, Insect and Plant Disease (1A, 1B, 1C) 

 December 12, 9 am 

For more information or to register for trainings click https://go.iastate.edu/2BQBKO 

December Commercial Pesticide Training Information 
Contact: Josh Michel, Extension Agronomist, 319-523-2371, jjmichel@iastate.edu 

BQA Session Set for January 5 in Vinton 
Contact: Denise Schwab, Extension Beef Specialist, 319-472-4739, dschwab@iastate.edu 

Producers and haulers who need to renew or obtain their certification in Beef Quality Assurance 
(BQA) can pre-register now for an in-person training in Vinton in northeastern Iowa. Offered by the 
Iowa Beef Center, Iowa State University Extension and Outreach and the Iowa Beef Industry Council, 
the session Is set for Thursday, January 5, 2023. 

Organizer ISU extension beef specialist Denise Schwab said there's no cost to attend the event, which includes dinner 
sponsored by Benton County Cattlemen. 

"The training will be held at St. Mary's Church at 2200 2nd Ave.," she said. "Dinner is at 6 p.m., followed by the BQA 
session at 6:30 p.m." 

Attendees are asked to preregister by Jan. 2 by calling the Benton County Extension office at 319-472-4739. For more 
information, call Schwab at the same phone number. 

Commercial Manure Certification 
Contact: Brian Dougherty, Extension Ag Engineer,  563-583-6496, brian1@iastate.edu 

Iowa State University Extension and Outreach, in cooperation with the Iowa Department of Natural Resources, will   
offer a Commercial Manure Applicator Certification/Recertification workshop on Thursday, January 5, 2023, from 9 am-
noon at the Fayette County Extension Office.  Please call the Extension Office at 563-425-3331 to pre-register by De-
cember 30.  No walk-ins allowed. 

Crop Advantage Will Help Producers Make Smart Decisions in 2023 

Contact: Brent Pringnitz, Extension Ag & Natural Resources, 515-294-6429, bpring@iastate.edu 

The 2023 Crop Advantage meetings will give producers a solid foundation of current research-
based crop production information to help make smart, informed decisions for their farming oper-
ation.  The meetings are an opportunity for farmers and crop advisers to hear current research 
and crop production information from Iowa State University. Iowa State University Extension and 
Outreach specialists will travel to 14 locations around Iowa from Jan. 3-26, including Cedar Falls 

on January 12, providing updated management options and recommendations on crop production issues facing Iowa 
growers. 

Program topics vary by location and are selected for regional issues. Topics on this year’s agenda include tar spot in 
corn, crop market outlook for 2023, changes to P and K guidelines, soybean gall midge, climate outlook, risks and 
rewards of ag carbon credits, weed management issues and many more. For locations, times and program details 
visit www.aep.iastate.edu/cas. 

Early registration for each location is $75; late registration made less than seven days prior to the meeting, or on-site, 
is $100. Registration includes lunch, private pesticide applicator recertification, and CCA credits. Online registration 
and additional information are available at www.aep.iastate.edu/cas. For more information, contact ANR Program 
Services at 515-294-6429. 
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Watch for the 2022 Census of Agriculture 

The 2022 Census of Agriculture will mailed in phases, starting with an invitation to respond online this month, followed 
by paper questionnaires in December. Farm operations of all sizes, urban and rural, which produced and sold, or nor-
mally would have sold, $1,000 or more of agricultural product in 2022 are included. Collected since 1840, the Census 
of Agriculture is conducted every five years by USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service, telling the story and 
showing the value of U.S. agriculture.  For more information about the 2022 Census of Agriculture, visit nass.usda.gov/
AgCensus or call (800) 727-9540. 

Extension Poultry Expert Discusses Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza 

Contact:  Yuko Sato, Extension Poultry Veterinarian, 515-294-0710, ysato@iastate.edu 

An ongoing outbreak of highly pathogenic avian influenza (HPAI), which was first detected in In-
diana on Feb. 8, 2022, has continued to impact poultry producers across the country, driving up 
turkey prices for the 2022 holiday season. In an article for The Conversation https://
go.iastate.edu/SMAM5E, a nonprofit, independent news organization that primarily publishes arti-
cles written by academic experts, an avian influenza expert with Iowa State University Extension 
and Outreach provides some analysis.  Yuko Sato, associate professor in veterinary diagnostic 

and production animal medicine and extension poultry veterinarian at Iowa State University, explained what HPAI is, 
how the virus can be transmitted and preventative measures that can help limit the spread in poultry. 

A major factor in the spread of avian influenza viruses is the migratory patterns of wild birds, which may act as a res-
ervoir for the virus. Because wild waterfowl are the natural hosts of avian influenza, they are well adapted to it and 
typically do not get sick when they are infected with the virus. However, infected wild birds can spread the disease to 
domestic poultry through direct or indirect contact. Domestic poultry, such as chickens and turkeys, are not adapted to 
the virus, and often die acutely after infection. 

Because HPAI is so infectious and deadly in domestic poultry, the U.S. Department of Agriculture conducts routine 
testing and carries out federal inspection programs to ensure that eggs and birds are safe and healthy. If the virus is 
detected on a farm or in a backyard flock, the site is quarantined and the birds are culled and disposed of, and the site 
is decontaminated. “We call this process the four D’s of outbreak control: diagnosis, depopulation, disposal and de-
contamination,” added Sato. 

One way for poultry producers of all sizes to protect their flocks from HPAI is to practice good biosecurity, according to 
Sato. In a separate article published by ISU Extension and Outreach earlier this year, Sato highlights some good bi-
osecurity practices to prevent the spread of HPAI https://go.iastate.edu/VML6N8, such as sanitizing borrowed equip-
ment and being mindful of potentially contaminated clothing. Sato also spoke with hosts of the Small Farm Sustaina-
bility Podcast https://go.iastate.edu/JFRSOB regarding the issue. 

Another point of precaution is to avoid handling or eating wild birds that appear sick. Because wild birds can carry the 
virus without showing symptoms of illness, hunters should be careful to clean their clothing and equipment https://
go.iastate.edu/JJHONX, and to ensure that birds are cooked to an internal temperature of 165 Fahrenheit before con-
suming them. 

New Water Quality Publication 

Water is the most essential nutrient for pigs. It is critical for normal metabolic function, and vital for regulating body 
temp, excreting waste and maximizing feed consumption. Optimal water availability in pig barns is well understood, but 
many producers have questioned whether the quality of water being delivered to the pigs could be limiting their perfor-
mance. Understanding water quality and how to interpret water test results is valuable for producers, managers and 
consultants and that’s where a new publication from the Iowa Pork industry Center comes in. 

“Water Quality in Swine Barns – How Do We Define It?” highlights the parameters pork producers should focus on 
when testing drinking water in pig barns.  Download the three-page pdf publication IPIC 204 https://
store.extension.iastate.edu/product/16583 at no charge from the ISU Extension store.  

New Publication Series On Sampling for Vitamin and Mineral Status 

It’s important for producers to know the vitamin and mineral statuses of animals in their operation but it takes more 
than a simple glance to accurately determine. A new three-part publication series from Iowa Pork Industry Center, 
Sample Collection and Handling for Vitamin and Mineral Analyses, can help producers learn how to properly take feed 
and biological samples as part of the diagnostic process.   Download these pdf publications at no charge from the ISU 
Extension store. 

IPIC205A Collecting Feed and Biological Samples for Vitamin and Mineral Testing https://store.extension.iastate.edu/product/16573 

IPIC205B Blood Sample Collection For Nutrient Analysis https://store.extension.iastate.edu/product/16574 

IPIC205C Biological Sample Collection and Storage Issues https://store.extension.iastate.edu/product/16575 
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This institution is an equal opportunity provider. For the full non-discrimination statement or accommodation inquiries, go 
to www.extension.iastate.edu/diversity/ext. 

 

Contact:  Aaron Steil, Consumer Horticulture 
Extension Specialist, 515-294-8953, 
ajsteil@iastate.edu 

Setting up the Tree 

Remove an inch or more from the 
bottom of the trunk before bringing 
the tree into the house.  A fresh cut 
facilitates water uptake. Place the 
tree in the stand.  Often it is easier 
to lay the tree on its side and secure 
the stand to the bottom with the 
netting used to wrap the tree for 
transport still on the tree,  Once 
indoors, stand it upright, straighten 
it, and then remove the net 
wrapping.  Get the tree into water as 
quickly as possible.  Avoid shaving 
the sides of the trunk down to fit in 
the stand as the outer layer of the 
trunk just under the bark is where 
most of the water is taken up. 

Provide Plenty of Water 

The single most important factor in 
caring for a cut Christmas tree is to 
be sure it always has adequate 
water in the tree stand. Never allow 
the reservoir to go dry.  If the water 
level drops below the bottom of the 
trunk, water uptake will be 
drastically reduced or cease when 
the reservoir is refilled. Use a tree 
stand with a large water reservoir 
and check water levels at least once 
or twice a day. Fresh trees absorb 
large quantities of water (especially 
in the first few days). 

Use plain, clear water.  Do not add 
molasses, sugar, soft drinks, aspirin, 
or commercial products to the water. 
Additives provide no real benefit. 
Additionally, there is no benefit to 

drilling a hole in the bottom of the 
trunk or cutting the base of the trunk 
at an angle or into a v-shaped 
notch.  The tree is more difficult to 
stabilize when the bottom of the 
trunk is not flat. 

How Long Will it Last? 

The length of time a cut Christmas 
tree can remain in the home is 
determined by the tree species, the 
freshness of the tree at purchase, 
and its placement and care in the 
home. In general, a fresh, well-cared
-for Christmas tree should be able to 
remain in the home for three to four 
weeks. Remove the tree from the 
house when its needles become dry 
and brittle. 

Recycling a Cut Christmas Tree 

After the holidays, there are several 
ways to dispose of or recycle your 
tree.  Of course, before recycling 
your Christmas tree, remove all 
lights, tinsel, and ornaments.  If you 
place a large plastic bag under the 
stand before decorating (and hide it 
with the tree skirt) you can simply 
pull the bag up and carry the tree 
outside stand and all without 
dropping needles all over the 
house.  Once outside, remove the 
stand. 

Use it to Feed and Support 
Wildlife 

Place the tree in the yard or garden 
for use by birds and other 
wildlife.  The branches provide 
shelter from strong winds and 
cold.  Food can be supplied by 
hanging fruit slices, seed cakes, suet 
bags, or strings of cranberries or 

raisins on the tree’s branches.  You 
can also smear peanut butter and 
seeds in pine cones and hang them 
in the tree.  

Use it as Mulch 

Prune off the tree’s branches and 
place the boughs over perennials as 
a winter mulch.  Chip the tree and 
use the chipped material as a mulch 
around trees, shrubs, or in perennial 
flower beds.  

Utilize a Pick-up and Recycling 
Program 

If you can't use the tree yourself, 
contact local government offices, 
such as the Public Works 
Department, or your sanitation 
service.  Most communities have 
some type of Christmas tree disposal 
program.  Some have central 
collection points, others collect the 
trees at curbside.  

Conservation groups may be another 
option.  Some hunting and fishing 
groups collect trees and use them to 
provide habitat for wildlife.  

Do Not Burn It 

Don’t burn your Christmas tree in a 
fireplace or wood stove.  Dry, 
evergreen branches literally explode 
when burned and could cause a 
house fire.  Also, burning the tree 
may contribute to the buildup of 
creosote and lead to a flue fire. 

Christmas Tree FAQs & More 
Information 

https://go.iastate.edu/AKSOJJ 

Caring for Cut Christmas Trees 

Upcoming Events 

Dec 7 — Pest Control Operators 
CIC, 9 am, Extension Office 

Dec 12 — Commercial Ag CIC, 9 
am, Extension Office 

Dec 13 — Private Pesticide Train-
ing, 9:30 am & 1:30 pm, Fayette 
Opera House 

Dec 20 — Extension Council, 7:30 
pm, Extension Office 

Dec 21 — IDALS Pesticide Testing, 
9 am—3 pm, Extension Office —  

Dec 23-27 & Jan 2 — Holiday—
Extension Office closed 

Horticulture Winter Webinars 
Join us from January-March for a variety of webinars that will expand your 
knowledge, introduce you to new topics, and allow you to connect with ex-
perts from across the field. All ages and backgrounds are welcome to attend 
but participation is limited to the first 500 attendees. Previously recorded 
webinars will be available on this page as they become available to the pub-
lic. Subscribe to our YouTube channel https://go.iastate.edu/ASBMP8 to be 
notified when new recordings are available.   

For questions, email mgardener@iastate.edu.  2022-2023 Series: 

January 3, 7 pm — Growing Crops in the Cold with Dan Filius, ISU Ext. 
January 10, 7pm — Microgreens with Esther McGinnis, NDSU 
January 17, 7 pm — Harvesting and Preserving Herbs w/Bruce Black, U of I  
January 24, 7 pm — Edible Landscaping with Cindy Haynes, ISU Ext. 
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