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-Hannah Childs

Fall is here! This year I decided not to wait 
until after frost to pull up my would be 
goopy and messy garden. I’ve called 
it...that’s it! 

I’m done with picking the endless green 
beans and tomatoes. I’m done fighting the 
goji berry that seems to grow where ever 
it pleases. I’m done looking at planting 
experiments gone wrong. I’m done 

watering pots of annuals (okay so I did 
keep my lemon grasses and banana tree 
plant) I just couldn’t bare to let those go.
It’s been a great growing season and while 
I’m done with the garden I am still 
enjoying my perennials and shrubs as 
they seem to change each day now.

Here’s to a bountiful, rainy, and long fall!



2017 Fall Master Gardener Banquet
Jerry Burke

Hey, Master Gardeners and spouses or friends, 
don't forget the Fall Banquet on October 17. 
Call your reservaton in to the Extension Office 
by Oct. 10 with your menu choice of raspberry 
basil chicken or smoked pork loin. The cost for 
Master Gardeners is just $12.50 since 
Extension is graciously covering part of the 
cost. Any of you who eat out regularly know 
what a bargain that is. We haven't had very 
good attendance at the last few  social events, 

so we are hoping for a good turnout. It will be 
a chance to get to know your fellow members a 
little better and enjoy a fine meal with a 
program to follow. Please bring exact change 
for the meal and pay that night.  Doug Foley 
from Manchester Parks and Recreation will talk 
to us and I'm sure answer any questions you 
have about such things as the emerald ash 
disease and how the city is dealing with the 
problem. We hope to see you there!



Discovery in Your Own Garden

Submitted by Susanne Reiter 

My delight at discovering an iris blooming in 
September (having never knowingly planted a 
rebloomer) was soon turned to dismay to find it 
being chewed by Japanese beetles, something 
May bloomers don't deal with. 

A lovely monarch butterfly was kind enough to 
pose while visiting a zinnia in September



Fall
Jerry Burke

Even though we are in a drought and autumn is 
upon us, there is still beauty in our gardens. The 
brilliant colors of summer have been replaced 
with the subtle hues of fall as the flowers fade 
and slowly die. Before we prepare our beds for 
the winter, take a close look at what you need 
to move or remove next spring. Take pictures 
and make notes of what needs to be done. If 
some plants are slow to emerge in the spring, 
put stakes by them so you don't accidentally 
plant over them or too close to them. Perhaps 
leave some grasses intact for winter interest or 
wildlife habitat.

It seems like just yesterday that we were plan-
ning our gardens both at home and at Master 
Gardener beds around the community. All the 
gardens have brought joy to those who have 
viewed them. Nearly every time I worked at the 
fairgrounds, someone entering, walking by, or 

riding a bike would stop to say how nice the 
garden looked and how appreciative they were 
that Master Gardeners work so hard to beauti-
fy our city. My fairgrounds crew is to be com-
mended for their hard work all summer. Some 
worked on their own when time permitted and 
they couldn't join our regular work nights.

Before we know it, winter will be upon us and 
not long after, the spring catalogs will start 
arriving and we can dream of new and 
improved projects for the coming year. Thanks 
again to all the Master Gardeners who helped 
on various projects around Manchester and 
Delaware County this past season.



Member Recommended Plant
Submitted by Susanne Reiter 

If you love hydrangeas, but don't have a lot of 
room, consider planting Bobo, a dwarf panicle 
that grows to 36 inches. Small in size, but big in 
blooms that start white but age to pink. It's very 
hardy with stems that don't droop. I tucked 
mine into a perennial border where it plays 
nicely with others.


