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ÅType Name/Email address into chat box 

 

Å Questions? Type into chat box 

 

ÅWebinar/Resource Materials: 
ïhttp://www.extension.iastate.edu/dairyteam 

- Dairy Nutrition Tab (Calves and Heifers) 

 

ÅArchived Webinars 
ïhttp://www.extension.iastate.edu/dairyteam/calves-heifers 

ïMarch 13, Colostrum Management & Calf Management Goals 

ïMarch 20, Calf Housing and Design 

ïMarch 27, Automatic Calf Feeding Systems 
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Traditionally housed calves 

in individual pens  

ïIsolation for reduced disease transfer 

ïEmphasis on individual feeding and care 

 

 



Growing interest in group -

housed systems  

ÅIncrease labor efficiency 
ïshift from physical labor to management 

ïChallenge employees 

ÅCalf well-being 
ïSocialization 

ïNatural behaviors 

ïSmoother transition from birth to post-weaning 

ÅMaximize calf growth 
ïShort term growth & health 

ïEfficient cost/lb gain 

ÅPositively influence future performance 



Group Housing and Feeding 

Systems  

ïGang/mob feeders 

ïAd-lib feeders; milk barrels/milk lines 

ïAutomated systems 



Automatic Calf Feeder Types 



Assumptions in Calf Raising 

Systems  

ÅGood dry cow 

program (vaccination 

& nutrition) 

ÅGood calving 

environment (clean & 

dry 

ÅColostrum 

Management 

ïQuality (>50 g IgG/L) 

ïQuantity (10-15% BW) 

ïQuickness (<2 hours) 

ïsQueaky Clean 

(<100,000  cfu/ml 

TPC) 



Assumptions in Calf Raising 

Systems:  

ÅProperly designed facility 

ïAdequate space 

ïAdequate ventilation for good hygiene 

ÅAttention to detail and cleanliness 



Automatic Calf Feeders  


