
 

 
Midwest Youth Dairy Goat Judging Contest 

Quad-State Classic Dairy Goat Show – Clay County Fairgrounds, Spencer, IA 

Friday, July 14 – 4-8:00 pm CDT 

 

PUROSE: Provide youth involved with dairy goats (4-H, FFA or dairy goat breed association youth 

programs) the opportunity to develop the skills inherent in a judging program, namely: conformation 

evaluation, vocabulary, logical thinking, public speaking and the development of personal confidence 

and poise. 

 

Individuals and teams: Teams will be comprised of up to four individuals in each division (novice and 

senior) with the top scoring three individuals being tallied for the team score. A novice will be 5 to 14 

years old on the day of the contest. A senior will be 15 to 21 years of age on the day of the contest. If an 

individual is not associated with a team, he/she will be eligible to compete for individual awards and/or 

be assigned to a team.  

 

Registration of individuals and teams can be done on-line at:  

https://go.iastate.edu/9IUOOS 
On-line registration will close on Friday, July 7 while in-person registration will be available at the show 

between 3:00 and 3:30 pm. Team registration fee is $10 plus $5 for each individual. Individuals with no 

team affiliation are eligible to compete. 

 

All contestants and coaches will report to the superintendent in the show by 3:40 PM on Friday, July 14, 

2023. Final instructions will be given, judging materials handed out and questions answered at this time. 

 

There will be four (4) classes including two unfreshened and two milking does. At least two breeds will 

be represented. The Novice contest will have one class from the milking does where they will have to 

https://go.iastate.edu/9IUOOS


answer five questions. The senior contestants will be asked to give oral reasons on one class of milking 

does. 

 

A good set of oral reasons should last 2-3 minutes. The reasons presenter will be interrupted after five 

(5) minutes. Presenters may be asked questions by the reason taker to confirm comments made during 

the reasons if desired by the reason-taker. 

 

Confirmation parts of the dairy goat will be identified per the “Part of a Goat” graphic included in the 

rules packet. 

 

Placings will be made by the official judge, and he/she will make the cuts for incorrect placings. The 

determination of ratings for contestants will be fifty points for a correct placing and a maximum of fifty 

points for a reasons score. 

 

No contestant shall be allowed to take any books, notes, or writing paper into the contest except those 

items provided by the Superintendent. No contestant shall wear pins, badges, or other marks of 

identification which may reveal his or her identity or that of the state represented. Clipboards and 

placing cards for each class will be provided for each contestant by the Superintendent. 

 

Contestants are not allowed to bring in or use any cell phone or other electronic devices for 

communications during the contest. 

 

While the contest is in progress there will be no communications among the contestants, or between a 

contestant and anyone else, except the squad leader. Coaches and non-participants are not allowed to 

be in the ring with the contestants during the contest. 

 

Any contestant violating any rule shall be barred from the contest after a single warning. 

 

No handling of the animals will be permitted by the contestants. 

 

Animals will be judged on breed type. 

 

Contestants will be allowed 15 minutes to place each class, including both reasons and non-reasons 

classes. 

 

The goats shall be designated by numbers (1, 2, 3, 4) on the back of the leadsperson of the animal. 

 

Placing cards for each class with the contestants desired placing marked clearly will be collected at the 

end of each class and filed with the Superintendent of tabulation. 

 

The superintendents of the contest, in cooperation with the show management and the Extension staff, 

will oversee the contest and conduct it in compliance with these rules and regulations. They shall have 

the authority for the interpretation of the rules. 

 



Animals will be shown in a careful manner so that all contestants will have a fair chance to 

observe them. Animals will be paraded, held head to tail and stood side by side. Contestants 

shall not, at any time, place their hands on any animal. 

 
 

The final rank for each contestant shall be determined by totaling scores on placings and reasons. The 

overall individual ranking shall be determined by adding those scores. The overall team ranking for 

placings and reasons shall be determined by totaling the respective scores of the three highest scoring 

team members.  

 

Whenever there are tied placing scores, the advantage will be given to the contestant or team with the 

highest reason scores. In reason scores, the advantage will be given to the contestant or team with the 

highest placing scores. Ties will not be broken in the novice divisions. 

 

The top individual in each division (Novice and Senior) will receive an award belt buckle. Placing from 

second to fifth will receive ribbons. Members of the winning teams will receive a rosette ribbon. Second 

to fifth place team members will receive ribbons. 

 

Complete rules are available on-line at: 

https://www.extension.iastate.edu/dairyteam/dairy-goats-sheep 

 

APPENDIX: 

 

 

https://www.extension.iastate.edu/dairyteam/dairy-goats-sheep


 
 



 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This institution is an equal opportunity provider. For the full non-discrimination statement or accommodation inquiries, go to 

www.extension.iastate.edu/diversity/ext. 
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