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For bottle-feeding colostrum, proceeds as follows:

1) Weigh the newborn kid

2) Convert its weight into ounces. Calculate 10% of total body weight in
ounces, divide that number by four feedings, and feed that amount of
colostrum over a 24-hour period.

Example for a 5 lb kid

- 5 lb kid x 16 oz/lb = 80 oz

- 80 oz x 10% = 8.0 oz per day

- 8.0 oz into 4 feedings = 2.0 oz per feeding

- Us a baby bottle and wash it thoroughly between feedings.

luginbuhl, J.M. (2022, FEB. 2). Nutrition of newborn kids:  Colostrum and bottle feeding.
https://content.ces.ncsu.edu/nutrition-of-newborn-kids  

Colostrum Keys
First feeding before 6 hours of birth

10% of body weight
4 feedings in 24 hours
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Housing Type Doe resting(area/goat)
Buck
resting(area/goat)

Young kid
resting(area/kid)

Growing kid
resting(area/kid)

Bedded pen/with lot 12 - 18 ft2 30 - 40  ft2 3 - 5.5  ft2 8 - 10  ft2

Dirt lot 25 - 40 ft2 100  ft2 15 - 20  ft2 20 - 30  ft2

Paved lot 16  ft2 50  ft2 5  ft2 10  ft2

Bedded pen - total
confinement

20 - 25  ft2 50  ft2 8 - 10  ft2 8 - 10  ft2

Individual pen 6’ x 6’ 6’ x 6’ 4’ x 4’ 4’ x 4’

Kidding pen(1 pen
per 10 does)

5’ x 5’ N/A N/A N/A

Table from:  Merkel, R.C., Gipson, T.A., & Sahlu (editors). (2016). Diary Goat Handbook. American Institute for Goat Research,
Langston University. Pg. 251.Data adapted from:Ensminger & Parker. (1986). Sheep and goat science. & MWPS Sheep
Handbook. (1994).
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