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A note from Nicole, County Youth CoordinatorA note from Nicole, County Youth Coordinator

Happy Holiday’s! I hope all of you take some time to enjoy Happy Holiday’s! I hope all of you take some time to enjoy 
family, friends, and the magic of the Holiday season this family, friends, and the magic of the Holiday season this 
year.year.

Beef Weigh-InBeef Weigh-In
Beef weigh-in will be December 29th at the Denison Sale Barn from Beef weigh-in will be December 29th at the Denison Sale Barn from 
10am-12pm. Reminder that all market beef have to be indentified 10am-12pm. Reminder that all market beef have to be indentified 
in 4honline by February 1st.in 4honline by February 1st.

Weigh-in procedure:Weigh-in procedure:
Unload calves at the south end of the sale barn. Unload calves at the south end of the sale barn. 

Move calves to the chute for tagging. Move calves to the chute for tagging. 

Notify workers if calves are 4-H or FFA and if they will be shown at Notify workers if calves are 4-H or FFA and if they will be shown at 
the Iowa State Fair. Workers will perform retinal imaging for the the Iowa State Fair. Workers will perform retinal imaging for the 
state fair.state fair.

Move calves to the scale, scale workers will help weigh them. Move calves to the scale, scale workers will help weigh them. 

If the calf is county-born, fill out the County Born Forms. Make sure If the calf is county-born, fill out the County Born Forms. Make sure 
they are turned in that day. If you don’t have the breeder signature, they are turned in that day. If you don’t have the breeder signature, 
they can stop at the Extension Office to sign the form. they can stop at the Extension Office to sign the form. 
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Turn in the forms and pay any fees to the person in the stands by the sale ring. $1.50 per tag, $5.00 Turn in the forms and pay any fees to the person in the stands by the sale ring. $1.50 per tag, $5.00 
per state fair calf. per state fair calf. 

Keep the card as YOU will need to enter the information into 4honline. This must be done by February Keep the card as YOU will need to enter the information into 4honline. This must be done by February 
1st. 1st. 

Load the calves out the southwest side. Load the calves out the southwest side. 

Enrollment for 2023-2024Enrollment for 2023-2024
Enrollment for the new 4-H year ends on December 31st. Please 
enroll through 4honline. 

ID Deadline Schedule 

FEBRUARY 1: All market steers and market heifers must be owned and identified in 4-H Online by 
February
 1. By the time of the weigh-in, the animal(s) must be cared for by the 4-H member. In addition to 
having an official 4-H tag and beginning weight collected, all Iowa State Fair market beef must have 
retinal images collected. 

MAY 15: All other animals, with the exception of pets, poultry, and rabbits, must be owned and iden-
tified in 4-H Online by May 15.

JULY 1: Rabbits must be identified by July 1 in 4-H Online. By the time of the weigh-in, the animal(s) 
must be cared for by the 4-H member. 

JULY 1:  YQCA Deadline, Crawford County Fair Entry Deadline & State Fair Entry Deadline

Table Setting WorkshopTable Setting Workshop

There will be a table setting workship this Sunday, December 3rd in Harlan. There are still open 
spots. If you wish to attend please contact Nicole at her email, nicoleb2@iastate.edu.

YQCA In-Person TrainingYQCA In-Person Training

Nicole will be offering an in-person YQCA class on January 2nd from 10:00 am to 11:30 am. Reach 
out to the office if you plan to attend. 



ScholarshipsScholarships

College scholarship applications through the Iowa 4-H foundation are now open through March 1, 
2024. Apply today! Find out more information about the available 4-H scholarships here: 

https://www.iowa4hfoundation.org/what-we-do/funding-for-4-h-ers/scholarships

County AwardsCounty Awards

There will be no awards ceremony again this year. Nicole will be scheduling a time to come to each 
club meeting and hand out awards. 

Home Improvement WorkshopsHome Improvement Workshops

4-12 grade 4-H members in Crawford county who plan to participate in home improvement are en-
couraged to register to attend the upcoming virtual statewide 4-H Home Improvement workshops! 
This trio of workshop opportunities will empower 4-H members to explore the home improvement 
project area and practice technical skills related to developing their home improvement project 
work. Registration space for workshops is limited, and youth will register to attend in 4-H Online 
Events.

State 4-H Recognition State 4-H Recognition 

4-H members grades 9-12 can apply to be selected for special statewide awards and trips through 
the state 4-H recognition event.

Some opportunities inlcude state project awards, National 4-H Conference, National 4-H Congress, 
and more!

Applications open January 1st in 4honline. Applications are due February 1st at 11:59 pm. 

http://www.extension.iastate.edu/4h/recognition-opportunities



Smithfield Swine ProjectSmithfield Swine Project
Smithfield will be offering the Smithfield Swine Production Class again this 
year. This will be the fifth year for this class and we are very excited to be 
offering it again! A little background about this class is below. 

Smithfield hog production has stepped up to help fund this class as they will 
provide each exhibitor that is interested with four hogs around seventy-five 
pounds. Pigs will be available around March or April at fifty dollars a piece 
from their source of pigs.  

The structure of the program would be centered around more of the day to day 
activities with the kids getting to bring the pigs to the fair. These pigs would 
show in a separate class of just these hogs and be judged on the uniformity of 
the group as well as the records that are kept. The day to day activities would 
be the daily care of the hogs and record keeping. Each exhibitor would need 
to keep track of the feed, medications, daily observations of the pigs and vis-
itors to the farm. Each exhibitor would also need to conduct a line of separa-
tion within the guidelines of the secure pork act and pass a mock site assess-
ment and common swine audit performed by a certified PQA plus advisor.

The 2024 Smithfield Contract can be found on our website at https://www.
extension.iastate.edu/crawford/4h Contracts are due to the extension office 
by February 1st. If you have questions please call the office at 712-263-4697 
or email  Nicole at nicoleb2@iastate.edu






