
 

 

Serving the People of Wright County 

ISU Extension and Outreach Wright County began 2020 

focused on the following efforts: 

• In February and March, the Wright County Extension Office 

partnered with Hamilton County to offer Managing for Today 

and Tomorrow, a succession, business, estate, and retirement 

planning course. The program is designed to empower farm 

women to be better business partners through networking and 

by managing and organizing critical information.  

• Additional programming efforts included soil fertility, dry 

manure certification, seed treatment, ornamental and turfgrass 

applicators, and commercial manure. 
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The Wright County Extension Council has been 

elected by the people of the county to guide local 

educational programming by partnering with 

extension staff. From needs assessment through 

program implementation and evaluation of outcomes, 

the council represents you and your issues. We are 

always serving Iowans and we are here for you. 

Now. Always. 

Thank you for your support. 
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Program Spotlight:  

 Happy Harvest Bags for Farmers 

Iowa farmers have experienced many 

challenges this year, including farming 

obstacles and stress due to the COVID-19 

pandemic, the 2020 derecho, and drought.  

The ISU Extension and Outreach Wright 

County Office, in collaboration with First 

Citizens Bank in Clarion, provided 149 

Happy Harvest Bags to area farmers and 

farm hands. 

“Thank you so very, very much,” said Eagle 

Grove resident, Colleen Smith. “It (Happy 

Harvest Bag) couldn’t have come at a more 

opportune time.” 

Items in the bags included Gatorade®, ear 

plugs, hand sanitizer, various snacks, 

BAND-AID®s, Iowa Concern Hotline 

information, as well as bottled water, pens, 

and notepads donated by First Citizens 

Bank. 

Bags were available for pick-up at the 

Wright County Extension Office. Staff 

delivered most of the bags to farmers while 

they were working in the fields. Plans are 

underway to continue the program in the 

spring with a focus of safety and mental 

health awareness to assist farmers during 

pandemic recovery efforts. 

Get In Contact:  
Missy Loux  

louxm@iastate.edu  

Adjusting to the Pandemic 

As the COVID-19 pandemic changed daily life, ISU Extension 

and Outreach prioritized health and safety as we developed 

new ways to bring research-based education to the people of 

Wright County. We remained open for business and we 

continued to educate, engage, and serve Iowans. 

• The Wright County Extension Office closed to the public 

in April and May, reopening in June by appointment only 

until further notice. 

• The Wright County Extension Office has adopted policies 

to protect visitors, program attendees, and 4-H leaders.  

In-person participants attending extension events are 

required to follow the Wright County mandate issued 

Nov. 10. The mandate requires face coverings in all 

indoor public spaces, with social distancing protocols and 

enhanced cleaning measures.  Disposable face 

coverings and hand sanitizer are available during 

programs and at the extension office. 

• Many programs moved to an online format to offer quality 

educational opportunities. Private Pesticide Applicator 

Training, Farmland Leasing, and a free Radon Aware 

Program have been done in person since July 2020. 

Pesticide Safety Education Program 

The goal of the Pesticide Safety Education Program (PSEP) 

is to provide educational information on the safe and 

effective use of pesticides. Private pesticide applicators are 

required by law to be certified to purchase and use restricted 

use pesticides. This certification requires two hours of 

annual continuing education or to take and pass a 

certification exam once every three years. ISU Extension 

and Outreach is the only entity to provide training to private 

pesticide applicators.   



 

 

 

In the top photo, 4-H members show cattle during the 2020 Wright County  

4-H and FFA livestock exhibition.  Bottom right, Cooper Nosbush proudly 

shows off his entry for the 4-H and FFA livestock exhibit. 

In 2020, there were 20,610 licensed private 

pesticide applicators in the state of Iowa.  

There are 187 licensed private pesticide 

applicators in Wright County. Of this number, 

52% chose to attend recertification training 

offered via ISU Extension and Outreach 

Wright County by either attending one of the 

two face-to-face meetings offered or by 

watching the continuing instructional course 

video.  

 

Topics include a review of the pesticide 

bureau responsibilities, a review of 

requirements for employers to provide 

Worker Protection Standard (WPS) training 

to employees, the use and requirements of 

personal protective equipment, the 

importance of pesticide impact on wildlife 

conservation and endangered species, how 

to recycle pesticide containers, safely 

dispose of unused pesticides, and how to 

work with local emergency planning 

committees for spill or incident response.  

Providing a County Fair 

Experience 

Although the traditional fair was not possible 

because of the pandemic, ISU Extension and 

Outreach Wright County worked with our 

partners to provide an alternate experience 

to demonstrate and showcase the work of 

our 4-H youth. 

• While the fair was canceled in the 

traditional sense, the exhibition of 4-H 

and FFA livestock and static exhibits took place using 

COVID-19 guidelines current at the time by the Centers 

for Disease Control and Iowa Department of Public 

Health.   

• Important safety measures were put in place to allow 4-H 

and FFA participants to show projects they put together 

with pride in a safe environment.  All attendees were 

screened by Wright County Emergency Management to 

help mitigate the spread of COVID-19. Face coverings 

and social distancing were encouraged, and plexiglass 

was used during static judging to protect judges and 

participants.   

• While the fair was not open to the public, families, friends, 

and fair enthusiasts were able to view livestock shows 

through a live feed on the Wright County Fair Facebook 

page.  Additional handwashing and hand sanitizing 

stations were available to attendees. The 4-H Awardrobe 

Clothing Event was held virtually as a safe way for 

participant projects to be judged.  

 

 



 

 

• This year, the fair focused fully on the 

amazing contributions of our area youth.  

There were 123 4-H and FFA participants 

with 523 exhibits submitted for judging.  

Youth also had the option to virtually 

participate in the 2020 Herdsmanship 

Contest sponsored by the Iowa Corn 

Growers Association.   

• Select 4-H and FFA participants were 

allowed to show at the Iowa State 

Fairgrounds through the 2020 Fair 

Special Edition Livestock Show. 4-H 

Show Iowa provided a virtual celebration 

on a state level of 4-H exhibits, 

communication events, and Awardrobe 

clothing selection. 

Planning for Recovery 

ISU Extension and Outreach Wright County is  

determined to help Iowans help each other. 

Looking ahead to 2021, we will:  

• Provide mental health and safety 

programming to farmers, hired hands, 

and farm families. The Wright County 

Extension Office will serve as a resource 
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Extension Staff 

to connect farmers with area ag-related businesses and 

organizations, as well as extension ag specialists, to help 

meet increasing mental health and safety needs. 

• Provide programming and support for caregivers of 

adults with chronic conditions and children with special 

health and behavioral needs. The Wright County 

Extension Office will partner with area schools and 

agencies to address the needs of the caretakers of their 

clientele. 

• Facilitate a coalition comprised of Wright County food 

pantries; Belmond, Clarion, and Eagle Grove school 

districts; Food Bank of Iowa; and Upper Des Moines 

Opportunity. The coalition will address growing food 

access needs in each community, including providing 

Wright County residents information on each food pantry 

location; programming regarding food supply, safety, and 

access; and increase access to fresh produce. 
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