
Extension Council Members 

We want communities and farmers to thrive, and families and children to be 
healthy. And eventually we want to turn the world over to the next generation 
better than we found it. 

Winneshiek County Extension Council 

Every Iowa county has an elected extension 

council that guides local educational programming 

by partnering with staff. From needs assessment 

through program implementation and evaluation 

of outcomes, the council represents the issues 

and people of the county. 

We have identified these local issues as priority 

topics for current and future programming: 

Economic Development  

Human Sciences 

Ag & Natural Resources 

K12 Youth Outreach  

 

program team returned to the Winneshiek County Extension & 

Outreach office to speak with program coordinators from around 

the region.  

Earlier in the year, CED conducted  a successful grant writing 

workshop and a weatherization workshop. 

ISU CED is excited to continue to develop programming and 

partnerships in the region and looks forward to deepening their 

relationships. 

Get In Contact:  

Scott Timm 

stimm@iastate.edu 

Human Sciences 

Winneshiek is part of a 5 county, 9 agency collaboration to 

enhance outdoor learning opportunities for children and families 

through a research-based and field tested programming called 

Nature Explore. As part of the collaboration, Northeast Iowa  
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2018 IN WINNESHIEK COUNTY 

Iowa State University Extension and Outreach connects the needs of Iowans with Iowa State University research and 

resources. We are working with the people of Winneshiek County for what we all want: a strong Iowa.  

Economic Development 
 
On November 1st, members from the ISU Ex-

tension Community and Economic Develop-

ment, (CED), program visited Decorah for a 

community “meet and greet”, organized by Scott 

Timm, Field Specialist for CED, who is housed 

in our Decorah office. 24 community leaders 

and stakeholders from around the county at-

tended a lunch meeting at  T-Bocks, and multi-

ple discussions followed regarding interest in 

programing and partnerships with CED.   

After the lunch meeting, the CED team met with 

the Leadership Team at Luther College, dis-

cussing leadership programming, facilitation 

opportunities, and potential partnerships includ-

ing a potential shared position.  Finally, the CED  



pesticide applicator certification to handle and apply pesticides in 

the state.  Extension staff develop and deliver the pesticide 

applicator educational materials for those needing to pass 

certification exams. Extension staff also develop and present 

educational materials for recertification workshops provided 

either as live meetings or webcast/video programs. The vast 

majority of the recertification programs are delivered by 

Extension staff within each county. Each winter, Winneshiek 

county conducts four live recertification meetings for about 300 

private pesticide applicators in the county, and about 14 

webcast/video programs at the Extension & Outreach office for 

about 102 commercial pesticide applicators across 16 different 

pesticide certification categories. 

Get In Contact:  

Brian Lange 

bjlang@iastate.edu 

 

Ag & Natural Resources   

Dairy 

Three dairy open houses as part of June Dairy Month events 

were conducted to provide the public the opportunity to 

experience and learn first-hand about the efforts made daily on 

modern dairies to achieve cow care, cow comfort and health, as 

well as hygienic milking procedures, local cropping systems that 

provide quality feed for the dairy herd, manure management and 

land stewardship, respect for family and non-family workers, and 

overall quality and safety of milk and dairy products. The three 

events reached 4000+ participants. Participant’s opinion of 

modern dairy farms following the event was positively and 

significantly increased.  

Tri-State Dairy Youth Expo has been a long standing program 

that has been in existence since the early 1980’s.The Tri-State 

Dairy Youth Expo is held every year on the second Thursday in 

September.  The contest takes place at the Northeast Iowa Dairy 

Foundation near NICC Campus in Calmar, Iowa. This year’s 

 

Community College secured certification for 

the outdoor classroom and now is a host 

sight for Extension and Outreach nature 

related programming. In October, 33 early 

education professionals completed training 

on the importance of nature and how to 

utilize outdoor classroom spaces. 

A statewide contract with the Department of 

Human Services provides ongoing training 

related to high quality child care indicator. In 

Winneshiek county, 12 preschool 

professionals completed the Early Childhood 

Environmental Rating Scale Version 3 

(ECERS-3). Over the course of the 4-night 

series, professionals use information they 

learn in class to self-assess their preschool 

environments and then create an 

improvement plan. Indicators on the ECERS-

3 have been linked to positive child 

outcomes, and completion of the course is 

part of Iowa’s Quality Rating System for 

early childhood. 

A collaboration with Child Care Resource 

and Referral lead to an engaged evening of 

discussion around stereotypes and bias 

statements with an OUCH! That Stereotype 

Hurts workshop. Seventeen early childhood 

professionals explored stereotypes they’ve 

experienced and practiced 6 communication 

strategies for effectively speaking up when 

faced with demeaning statements.  

Get In Contact:  

Cindy Thompson 

Human Sciences Specialist 

cpthom08@iastate.edu 

 

Ag & Natural Resources   

CPAT & PPAT  

In Iowa, commercial and private pesticide 

applicators must obtain and maintain a 

pesticide applicator certification to handle 



contest included the District Dairy Cattle Judging 

and District Dairy Foods Judging, as well as the 

Dairy Youth Expo.  The Expo runs from 8:30 AM 

– 1:30 PM and draws students from up to 75 

miles or more to hear the latest in dairy 

education. The Tri-State Dairy Youth Expo 

prepares participants for a State level FFA 

contest.  However, long-term, this program aids 

in building self-confidence, developing judgment 

skills, and opens up new career opportunities for 

the next generation.  Many of the contestants go 

on to further education after high school, and 

many attend NICC and/or ISU, sometimes based 

on the experience they’ve had at this program. 

This year, Tri-State Ag and Dairy Expo presented 

a new award in memory of Dennis Rud, a former 

FFA instructor and longtime employee of Nelson 

Dairy Consultants. The award is given to an 

individual who has had a significant role in the 

success of Tri-State Ag and Dairy Expo. The 

recipient of the first annual award was Craig 

Morrison, who was recognized for his 

commitment to the expo.  

Get In Contact:  

Jennifer Bentley 

jbentley@iastate.edu 

 

K-12 Youth Outreach 

The 4-H program empowers youth to be 

successful, contributing members of society. 

Sixteen high-school aged members of the 4-H 

County Council attended a Regional Retreat 

training themed, 4-H Grows Mindful Leaders!, 

and focused on dedicating ‘their heads to clearer 

thinking.’ The Clover Kids after-school programs 

captured 45 youth using the STEM-Lit-to GO 

curriculum. Summer Kids Club and Day Camps  

engaged 63 youth, all in grades K-3, with topics including Commu-

nication and the Arts, STEM, and Healthy Living. Seven youth par-

ticipated in a Back to the basics: Button Sewing workshop. 

Nearly 300 4-H and FFA members, with and additional 40 Clover 

Kids exhibited at the 2018 Winneshiek County Fair and Clothing, 

Foods, and Communications Day events. The 4-H year ended with 

total enrollment of Clover Kids (K-3rd) and 4-H members (4-12th 

grade) equaling 382. 

Summer day camps, offered at Calmar and Decorah locations, 

engaged 63 youth, both 4-H and non-4-H, in hands-on learning 

and active reading. At the Dig Those Dinos day camp. Youth creat-

ed fossils, made their own dinosaur armor and stepped into the 

shoes of a paleontologist and excavated chocolate chip bones 

from cookies. Dino campers went home with the book Dinosaur 

Dig, by Jan & Mike Berenstain. At the S.T.E.A.M Challenge 

Camps, youth began by exploring: Are bubbles always round? 

Why? They tested their predictions by making crazy shaped bub-

ble wands. Their next mission was to create a candy moving ma-

chine using recyclables and tape. Pictured are youth at the Calmar 

location testing the drinking straw moving arm, and cardboard con-

veyer belt. All youth who attended the S.T.E.A.M. Adventure Camp 

went home with a copy of, If I Built a Car, by Chris Van Durren. 

Get In Contact:  

Angie Sperfslage 

aksperf@iastate.edu 



 

 

 

 

 

 
Melissa O’Rourke 
Farm Management 

County Extension Staff 

Iowa State University Extension and Outreach does not discriminate on the basis of age, 

disability, ethnicity, gender identity, genetic information, marital status, national origin, pregnancy, 

race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, socioeconomic status, or status as a U.S. veteran.       

Direct inquiries to the Diversity Officer, 515-294-1482, extdiversity@iastate.edu.  
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ISU Extension and Outreach   

Winneshiek County 
125 Washington Street, Suite B 

Decorah, IA 52101 

563-382-2949 

www.extension.iastate.edu/address 

Jennifer Bentley 
Dairy Specialist 

Beth Holthaus 
Office Assistant 

Brian Lang 
Agronomy & Forages 

Tonya Radloff 
Office Assistant/
Program Coordinator 

Francesca Reyes 
Office Manager 

Angie Sperfslage 
County Youth      
Coordinator 

Scott Timm 
Community  
Economic  
Development  
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