2018 IN WEST POTTAWATTAMIE COUNTY
Iowa State University Extension and Outreach connects the needs of Iowans with Iowa State
University research and resources. We are working with the people of West Pottawattamie County
for what we all want: a strong Iowa.
West Pottawattamie County Extension
Council
Every Iowa county has an elected extension
council that guides local educational programming
by partnering with staff. From needs assessment
through program implementation and evaluation
of outcomes, the council represents the issues
and people of the county.
We have identified these local issues as priority
topics for current and future programming:
 Economic Development example
 Food and the Environment example
 Health and Well-being example
 K12 Youth Outreach Example

Economic Development
In 2018 ISU Extension and Outreach West Pottawattamie hosted a
series of farm transition and estate planning programs. These
programs aid in the decision making for farmers, managers, and
most importantly, families. This education has proven critical to the
success of transitioning farmers, helping farm businesses pass to a
new generation.
West Pottawattamie was also co-host to the area’s first Annie's
Project class. This innovative program is a farming educational
program specifically designed to strengthen women’s roles in the
modern farm enterprise. Annie’s Project fosters problem solving,
record keeping, and decision-making skills.

Extension Council Members
We want communities and farmers to thrive, and families and children to be
healthy. And eventually we want to turn the world over to the next generation
better than we found it.

Dr. John Lawrence, Vice President for ISU Extension and Outreach presented Kevin Ross of the ISU
Extension and Outreach West Pottawattamie
Council, with the 100 year anniversary plaque .
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Health and Well-Being
We addressed health and environmental
concerns by educating 150 commercial pesticide
applicators and 94 private applicators. The
education helps to protect the environment and
water quality, while meeting the needs of
customers.
ServSafe™ was offered throughout the county to
keep our community safe from food borne
illnesses. This education was taken by those who
work in foodservice operations like restaurants,
hospitals, and schools, as well as child care.

Specialized Pollinator Gardens were developed
and installed at fairgrounds. This effective
educational tool demonstrated the complex
relationship between nature and people, in
ensuring nature’s well-being. These gardens
show how food systems and ecology are tied
together .

Food and Environment
Canning and electric pressure cooker classes
were offered to advice consumers on how to
safely and efficiently preserve foods. Class
recipes are all scientifically valid with food safety
risks evaluated and addressed.
West Pottawattamie’s new County Director, Carol
Waters spent time meeting with the community to
discuss high tunnel farming with local food
producers. These unheated greenhouses play an
integral part of local food systems, aiding in fruit
and vegetable crop production.
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In 2018 West Pottawattamie county trained twelve new
volunteers through the Iowa Master Gardener Program. To
date, 65 volunteers have contributed educational and
beautification projects around our county. They provide current
research-based information, connecting the expertise of the
university’s horticulture department while helping our citizens
answer horticultural questions, providing guidance on best
practices for transplanting and pest/disease management, as
well as education surrounding pollinators and landscape design.
Their resources can also be accessed though the Master
Gardener hotline, open seasonally for the public to use for
questions and identification.

K-12 Youth Outreach
Our 4-H summer STEM camps addressed community needs
such as affordable summer learning programs and provided
youth with hands-on learning experiences.
West Pottawattamie’s 4-H program had nearly 400 club
members. The end of 2018 was an exciting time with the
unveiling of a WestPott4H app to expand the program to reach
and fulfill all of West Pottawattamie 4-H’ers needs.
Juntos: Together for a Better Education 2018 marked the
11th time this multifaceted series has been presented in West
Pottawattamie. Juntos is a program that brings together Latino
middle/high school youth and their parents to support each
other as they enter high school and prepare for higher
education. Participating families have visited several local
colleges, with one youth boasting that after this class she
realizes that "I have a bright future. "
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