
 

 

Serving the People of Union County 

ISU Extension and Outreach Union County began 2020 

focused on the following efforts: 

• Economic Development 

• Environment and Agriculture 

• Food, Health and Well-Being 

• K-12 Youth Outreach 

Our office staff are continuously looking for ways to better 

our community. A few highlights of our economic impact 

include partnering with a local investment firm to deliver 
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First Tech Challenge 

Robotics Club 

Nine middle school and high school 

students make up the First Tech 

Challenge Robotics Club.  The club has 

its Season Kick-Off meeting the second 

weekend in September when the new 

season’s challenge is revealed.  The 

club meets once per week where 

members are actively engaged in 

building and programming a working 

robot to complete missions in the 

season’s challenge. 

This year beginning in December the 

club participates in virtual League Meets 

in which they plan to submit scores for 

three meets. The League Championship 

is scheduled for February follow by the 

Super-Qualifier event in March.  

Earlier this year, The Union County FTC 

Robotics club made it to the Super-

Qualifier event but fell just short of 

advancing to the State competition! 

We are proud to offer this STEM 

opportunity to the youth in Union County 

and look forward to continue seeing the 

team grow in size and experience in the 

coming year.  

Get In Contact:  

Union County Extension Staff 

xunion@iastate.edu 

investment strategies to equip participants for the future. We 

participated in the annual Bright Eyes in the Park event 

sponsored by the Creston Animal Rescue League. Close to 

400 children received 4-H To Go activity bags, and their 

families received information about 4-H, Clover Kids, and 

SPIN (special interest) Events.  

We hosted eight commercial manure and commercial 

pesticide applicator trainings, and one private pesticide 

applicator training between January 1—March 16th. Sixty 

applicators attended these trainings to remain certified to 

spray chemicals and/or spread manure in a safe manner to 

protect themselves and their customers. 

Human Science Specialists Barb Fuller and Sandra 

McKinnon had several programs scheduled throughout the 

year many of which were cancelled after travel restrictions 

were implemented in the interest of keeping fellow Iowans 

safe and stopping the spread of Covid-19.  Fuller was able to 

successfully offer a face to face spring session of the 

ServSafe Food handling class to seven food handlers 

currently working in the food industry for a total of eight 

hours of training.  

Adjusting to the Pandemic 

As the COVID-19 pandemic changed daily life, ISU Extension 

and Outreach prioritized health and safety as we developed 

new ways to bring research-based education to the people of 

Union County. We remained open for business and we 

continued to educate, engage, and serve Iowans. 

• Union County Extension Staff began rotating days in the 

office to remain available for our clients.  

• Union County Extension reopened its doors to the public 

in mid-September and continued regularly cleaning and 

disinfecting surfaces to ensure safety for staff and 

clientele. 



 

 

 

(Top) Clarissa Hoffman delivering the first part of a virtual sewing day camp 

to older day campers. (Bottom Left) Addie Ebersole simultaneously deliv-

ered a separate day camp to a group of younger children. (Bottom Right) 

2020 Americorps Staff Members: Clarissa Hoffman, Hannah Hood, and 

Adelyade Ebersole. 

• Most programs were moved to a virtual 

format with in-person meetings by 

appointment only. 

Union County Extension Staff began rotating 

days in the office to remain available for our 

clients. While our doors were locked, we 

were still in the office, available by phone 

and by appointment working hard to keep 

moving forward with youth and outreach 

programming while following the Centers for 

Disease Control and Iowa Department of 

Public Health guidelines and 

recommendations. 

After a few months of working behind locked 

doors, we reopened the office to the public 

and resumed business as normally as 

possible while still staying within the 

guidelines set forth by the CDC and IDPH. 

We continued regularly cleaning and 

disinfecting our office to ensure the safety of 

our staff and clientele. 

Summer programming and day camps were 

moved to a virtual format. The AmeriCorps 

summer staff managed several Camp-in-a-

Bag day camps. Parents picked up activity 

bags from our office and the AmeriCorps 

staff would share the lesson and lead the 

kids in the activity in a virtual camp. This was 

a great and fun way to introduce kids to the 

world of virtual meetings. For the first time in 

our county, the virtual day camps made it 

possible for day care providers to attend the 

day camps with their children. At least one 

home day care provider participated in these 

camps with some of her older day care children. 

Providing a County Fair Experience 

Although the traditional fair was not possible because of the 

pandemic, ISU Extension and Outreach Union County 

worked with our partners to provide an alternate experience 

to demonstrate and showcase the work of our 4-H youth. 

• Static exhibits judged state fair style. 

• Livestock shows were held in show-and-go style 

• Livestock Sale was modified 

In an effort to reduce the risk of exposure, static exhibitors 

in Union County participated in a closed judging static day. 

Exhibitors did not show their projects in front of a judge as 

usual. Instead exhibitors were encouraged to create a 

complete project write up for the judge(s) to know exactly 

what the exhibitor’s goal was and what they learned while 

doing the project. Several exhibitors were able to develop 

the skill of communication through writing because of the 

modified format.   



 

 

Livestock exhibitors also participated in a 

modified fair format this year.  4-H and FFA 

youth livestock exhibitors exhibited their 

animals in a show and go format. In this 

style, exhibitors could not bring their animals 

to the fair until the day of the show. If they 

were not planning to participate in the 

livestock sale, they had to take their animals 

home after the show. Only those animals 

being sold were allowed to stay on the 

grounds. More than 70 exhibitors opted to 

participate in the sale where they were able 

to pick one animal to show in the ring. 

Overall, this was a successful event format 

and reduced the prolonged risk of exposure 

to exhibitors, staff, volunteers and visitors by 

reducing the number of people on the fair 

grounds. 

Planning for Recovery 

ISU Extension and Outreach Union County is 

determined to help Iowans help each other. 

Looking ahead to 2021, we will focus on 

supporting Iowans in reviving the Iowa 

economy, including the farm economy.  ISU 

Extension and Outreach believes in the 
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power of entrepreneurs and the value they bring to our 

communities. We support small businesses through 

research-based training and technical assistance. We 

provide agribusinesses and farmers with research-based 

education to inform their decisions. We are committed to 

helping Iowa’s rural communities, agribusinesses, and 

farmers remain financially solvent, connect to appropriate 

resources, find alternate markets, and increase their 

profitability. 

Our plan for Union County includes:  

• Increased awareness of assistance available through 

promoting resources and expanded programming efforts 

of Agriculture and Natural Resource and Community and 

Economic Development Field Specialists. 

• Enhance Extension connections with Economic 

Developers in Union County and around the area. 

Explore possibilities of collaborating in new economic 

recovery efforts; knowing that together we can build a 

#StrongIowa. 
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