
Extension Council Members 

We want communities and farmers to thrive, and families and children to be 
healthy. And eventually we want to turn the world over to the next generation 
better than we found it. 

Shelby County Extension Council 

Every Iowa county has an elected extension 

council that guides local educational programming 

by partnering with staff. From needs assessment 

through program implementation and evaluation 

of outcomes, the council represents the issues 

and people of the county. 

 

We have identified these local issues as priority 

topics for current and future programming: 

 Economic Development  

 Food and the Environment  

 Health and Well-being  

 K12 Youth Outreach  
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2018 IN SHELBY COUNTY 

Iowa State University Extension and Outreach connects the needs of Iowans with Iowa State Univer-

sity research and resources. We are working with the people of Shelby County for what we all want: 

a strong Iowa.  

Shelby County Extension celebrates 100 years 

 
2018 has been a year of honoring our heritage, celebrating mile-
stones, and looking forward to how Extension can effect and impact 
our communities, environment, families and youth in a positive way 
in the future. 

County Extension Staff 
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Child Care Provider Trainings  

Iowa currently ranks third in the nation for the 

percentage of young children with all parents in the 

household employed. Professional training and 

continuing education for child care providers and 

teachers lead to higher quality care environments 

for children and improved outcomes for future 

academic success.   

In August, ISU Extension and Outreach Shelby 

County hosted a child care nutrition training called 

“Color Me Healthy”. The training helped child care 

providers identify health benefits related to various 

colors of fruits and vegetables. With participation in 

activities from the Color Me Healthy kit, providers 

set goals predicting increased use and color variety 

of fruits and vegetables served to children in their 

care. Each of the 15 providers attending took home 

a free Color Me Healthy kit valued at $84 per kit. 

The course was presented by ISU Extension and 

Outreach Human Sciences Specialists in Nutrition 

and Wellness Ann Parker and Barb Fuller.  

 

The Early Childhood Environmental Rating Scale 

(ECERS-3) is used nationally to assess quality in an 

early childhood care group. The ECERS-R tool 

assesses classroom interactions that as well as the 

interactions children have with educational materials 

and activities in the environment.  The assessment 

has been found to be more predictive of child 

outcomes than staff to child ratio, group size, cost of 

care, and even type of care, in either a child care 

center or family child care home. 

Five local child care providers attended 4-session 

series in Harlan in the Fall of 2018.  The course was 

taught by David Brown, Human Sciences Specialist, 

Family Life.  

Iowa State University Extension and Outreach does not discriminate on the basis of age, 

disability, ethnicity, gender identity, genetic information, marital status, national origin, pregnancy, 

race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, socioeconomic status, or status as a U.S. veteran.       

Direct inquiries to the Diversity Officer, 515-294-1482, extdiversity@iastate.edu.  

ISU Extension and Outreach   

Shelby County 
906 6th Street 

Harlan, IA  51537 

55712-755-3104 

www.extension.iastate.edu/shelby 

K-12 Youth Outreach                                                 

In the Summer of 2018 Shelby County Extension hosted 13 day 

camps for youth Pre-K—5th grade. Over 150 youth attended 

camps with topics varying from Nature/Horticulture, Robotics, 

Healthy Living and Babysitting/CPR/1st Aid. The day camps are 

led by Shelby County Extension staff and youth with subject mat-

ter expertise.  Monarch’s on the Move was a popular day 

camp led by 4-H’er Madison Rivera and summer assistant Jen 

Sellner.  Madison was selected to be one of 14 youth leaders in 

the state trained in the new STEM curriculum “Monarchs on the 

Move.”  The curriculum, created by ISU Extension and Outreach 

at the request of the National 4-H Council highlights the life cycle 

of the monarch butterfly and the importance of biodiversity in ag-

riculture and explores ways to increase habitat for the monarch 

butterfly and pollinators.  

Robotics was another popular day camp led by 4-H’er Jon 

Franke.  Jon has been a part of FLL and FTC robotics competi-

tions for 6 years. He led a group of 10 Shelby County youth in a 

day long robotics challenge.  

Shelby County Extension & Outreach, along with Myrtue Medical 

Center offered a babysitting course to 40 local youth.  Partici-

pants learned safe babysitting practices as well as first aid and 

CPR, which completes a high school graduation requirement. 

Insect Zoo from Iowa State University drew a crowd of over 125 

children to the Harlan Community Library in May.  Youth had the 

opportunity to participate in hands on activities led by Extension 

staff as well as library staff and Insect Zoo personnel.  
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