
Extension Council Members 

We want communities and farmers to thrive, and families and children to be 
healthy. And eventually we want to turn the world over to the next generation 
better than we found it. 

Shelby County Extension Council 

Every Iowa county has an elected extension 

council that guides local educational 

programming by partnering with staff. From 

needs assessment through program 

implementation and evaluation of outcomes, 

the council represents the issues and people 

of the county. 

We have identified these local issues as 

priority topics for current and future 

programming: 

• Economic Development  

• Food and the Environment  

• Health and Well-being  

• K12 Youth Outreach  

Economic Development 

Local nonprofit 

directors, managers 

and volunteers were 

invited to participate 

in Grant Writing 101 

this spring. Twenty 

four participants 

discussed grant writing strategies, project planning, funder 

research and best practices.  

Stay Independent: Spot, Stop and Avoid Fraud was presented 

by Carol Ehlers, ISUEO Family Finance Specialist.  The 

partnership with Shelby County Extension and Harlan Senior 

Center improved knowledge and consumer action skills of seven 

adults.  This program provides consumer advice for protecting 

themselves by learning about avoiding imposter scams, 

identifying theft and telephone fraud by recognizing key signs of 

fraud, strategies to avoid scams and how to report fraud.  
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2019 IN SHELBY COUNTY 

Iowa State University Extension and Outreach connects the needs of Iowans with Iowa State research and 

resources. We listen, learn, and work with the people of Shelby County for a #STRONGIOWA. 
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Health and Well-Being 

Food tasting was 

held at all school 

districts within 

Shelby County. 

Students from 

Harlan Community, 

Shelby County 

Catholic, Exira– Elk Horn Kimballton, and Irwin-

Kirkman-Manilla-Manning sampled roasted 

purple sweet potatoes. Encouraging youth to 

taste healthy foods is at the heart of nutrition 

education, because if students have the 

opportunity to try and like healthier foods, they’ll 

be more likely to become healthier eaters.  

Food and Environment 

Farm succession is a very difficult process for 

families.  ISU Extension and Outreach-Shelby 

County along with West Pottawattamie and 

Harrison County offered a farm succession 

workshop for two weeks to 23 people.  The 

workshop included presentations by Tim 

Christensen, ISU Farm Management Specialist 

and Kate Kohorst, a local attorney.  Families 

were encouraged to have conversations about 

what they wanted and how best to accomplish 

their wishes. 

 

ISU Extension 

and Outreach 

Shelby County 

worked with 

the 8th grade 

STEM class in 

Exira-Elk Horn Kimballton to research, plan, 

prepare and plant a pollinator garden by their 

classroom.  They took an underused area and 

turned it into a viable home for pollinators. They 

included bee houses made by some sixth 

graders during the Sixth Grade Conservation 

Day at the extension break-out session. 

K-12 Youth Outreach  

Over 120 youth from Shelby 

County attended our first Early 

Childhood STEM festival.  

Committee members from 

Shelby County Catholic, Exira-

EHK, Harlan Community and the 

Governor’s STEM advisory 

council partnered with Shelby 

County Extension to host the event. Vendors from around the 

county provided hands-on learning activities for youth grades 

Pre-K-3rd grade. 

The Harlan Community Library and 

ISU Extension and Outreach Shelby 

County partnered to offer a Science 

Fair for students grades 3-5.  Thirty 

eight youth participated in the event.  

Youth learned about the scientific 

method and presented their 

research to a panel of caring adults.  
 

Clover Kids are growing in Shelby 

County.  This year we had nearly 100 

youth grades K-3 participate in the 

year round program.  With 9 Clover 

Kids clubs run by 15 volunteers, there 

is a club for every interest and 

schedule.  Extension staff, along with 

several volunteers, offered two Clover Kid Fun Days for 

enrolled Clover Kids. 40 youth attended the “Heart of Giving” in 

December where youth learned about the importance of giving 

gifts while they learned to 

measure, cut, glue, paint, code, 

decorate and have fun!   

Over 350 youth from around the 

county attended Ag FEST; a 

STEM festival focusing on the 

past, present and future of 

agriculture.   
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