
 

 

Serving the People of Scott County 

ISU Extension and Outreach Scott County began 2020 focused on 

the following efforts: 

• Serving the community with quality afterschool programs for 

youth, allowing parents an option to give their children a safe, 

educational environment is a major program for Scott County 

Extension. Programs centered on STEM with arts added as 

curriculum options. This program, Stepping Stones, is offered 

at Davenport Elementary Schools through a partnership of 

Scott County Extension, Davenport  Community Schools and 

the City of Davenport.  

• Farmers received training on safe application of pesticides 

with two in-person sessions offered by the Extension Field 

Agronomist. 

• 4-H Club members attended meetings with local volunteers   

and leaders received monthly tips and ideas for use with their 

clubs from the Youth Program Specialist. 

• The community continued to be served with on-going support 

through training and collaborative efforts around: trauma and 

Adverse Childhood Experiences, poverty, mental health and 

social emotional well-being, as well as the economic value of 

the Health and Human Services sector. 

• Numerous articles, blogs and social media post were     

       available to citizens on topics such as Science of  

       Parenting, Ag Decision Maker, money management and  

       nutrition. 
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Adjusting to the Pandemic 

As the COVID-19 pandemic changed daily life, ISU Extension and 

Outreach prioritized health and safety as we developed new ways to 

bring research-based education to the people of Scott County.  

• The County office was closed and most of the staff worked from 

home.  We scheduled meetings and appointments and put 

COVID-19 practices in place to keep visitors and staff safe.  

Plexiglass, 6 foot distances, sanitizer, masks-all the common 

procedures were put in place.  Emails of staff were available on 

the website and front door.  Many meetings and trainings were 

held virtually. 

• Face to face meetings are now allowed with the public expected 

to wear masks and social distance themselves from each other.  

• Master Gardeners continued some of their projects with outdoor 

sites where they could take precautions for the coronavirus. 

• For more than 10 years, Scott County 4-H Youth Development 

staff have provided hands-on STEAM (Science,Technology, 

Engineering, Art and Math) programs to Stepping Stones. Prior 

to COVID-19, over 700 K-5 students were served every day 

after school. To accommodate for COVID-19 social distancing 

guidelines, 4-H staff  made alterations to typical group-based 

learning programs. First, staff used a variety of technology to 

create 10-12 minute videos to introduce each STEAM concept. 

Then, individual bags of materials associated with each project 

were created that also contained step by step student 

instructions that include both text and photos.  Stepping Stones 

staff assisted students with their projects, and then resumed the 

video to engage students in reflection and application of the 

concepts they learned during their project.  Over 100 students 

engage in these projects weekly.  

• Universal Social Emotional Screening is a best practice for 

identifying early warning signs of mental health challenges 

among children and youth.  Across the country, school districts 

are implementing this best practice and pairing it with school–

based  intervention groups and referrals for community-based 

services.  In Scott County, ISUEO, Mississippi Bend Area 

Education Agency and Scott County Kids have worked together 

for several years to assist local school districts in developing a 

process for universal screening, data collection, and referrals.  

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the team worked during the 

summer of 2020 to make changes to the Social Emotional 

Screening software, training and reporting features to 

accommodate both hybrid and 100% virtual learners.  In this 

way, the maximum number of students can continue to be 

screened and supported, regardless of how they engage with 

school. 

• Although many in-person activities need to be postponed in 

2020, the Horticulture clinic, run by the Volunteer Master 

Gardeners continued to answer questions through phone calls 

Youth experienced Enrichment in a Box with 

individually sanitized materials for each 

student to use. In one activity, youth learned 

about camouflage in making habitats for 

specific animals.  Youth also made rainforest 

bromeliads.  Bromeliads grow in the rainforest 

on trees.  The shape of their leaves allows 

them to collect rainwater, which creates a 

habitat for lizards and frogs.  In another 

activity, youth made clay models of the Earth 

to learn about the layers of the planet.  



 

 

 after receiving questions they felt good about 

still being able to educate people, especially 

when responses like this came back from a 

client: “You folks are amazing, as always. 

Thank you for your expertise!” 

• While individual field calls phone and e-mail 

conversations still occur, much of ISUEO 

Crops Programs have shifted to on-line 

offerings.  Scott County is a member of  the 

Southeast Iowa Agricultural Research 

Association, which owns and co-manages the 

ISU Southeast Research and Demonstration 

Farm near Crawfordsville, Iowa.  The Spring 

Field Day was conducted virtually and based   

on this model, a statewide Fall Field Day was 

conducted during the week of August 1, 2020.  

Looking forward, ISU Crops Programs will be 

mostly through on-line offerings during the 

winter of 2021.  Details, including updates, can 

be found at Crops TV: http://

ww.aep.iastate.edu/croptstv/ 
• 4-H has always provided a platform for youth to develop life 

skills, one of which is resiliency.  Staff and 4-H leaders 

worked very hard to create safe environments to connect with 

club members in spite of pandemic restrictions.  They 

embraced technology, remained flexible, utilized their 

creativity, and above all, maintained their deep commitment 

to provide exceptional learning experiences for youth. Scott 

County 4-H youth have exhibited amazing resiliency.  In true 

4-H fashion, members have stepped up as leaders to assist in 

carrying out new meeting formats. Youth showed their 

creativity by doing virtual presentations at various locations 

within their homes. Although things looked a little different in 

2020, Scott County 4-H continued to provide opportunities for 

youth to reach their full potential.  

• Annual 4-H Volunteer Training provided an opportunity for 

leaders to learn about face to face socially distant meeting 

protocols and engaging members in virtual meetings. Iowa 4-

H Guidelines and Expectations for In-Person Education were 

discussed.  COVID Safety Kits were created and distributed 

by 4-H staff for each club to utilize at face to face socially 

distant meetings.  Included in the kits were disposable masks 

and gloves, hand sanitizer, disinfectant wipes, pens for each 

member and rope to measure 6 feet.  

• Extension offered nutrition lessons to low-income families 

through the Buy.Eat.Live Healthy program.  The traditional 

visits were replaced by virtual meetings and phone calls to 

offer continued education during the pandemic. 

• With the increasing number of COVID-19 cases in Scott 

County, it was determined that to provide a safe experience 

for the youth, the county fair needed to be virtual.  The Fair 

 

 

• Not being able to host a face-to-face Ag Ex-

ploration Day at the ISU Southeast Research 

and Demonstration Farm for high school stu-

dents, “Ag Exploration in a Box” was created 

to engage students in hands-on learning, get 

students excited to enter careers in agricul-

ture, teach students skills they can use at 

home, and provide networking opportunities. 

Five lessons plans were developed for teach-

ers to incorporate into their classrooms as 

they see fit. The lessons covered crops, ani-

mal science, farm management, horticulture, 

and ag engineering related topics. Each les-

son included some type of hands-on activity 

for the students to complete.  

The 4-H County Council met using social distancing 

and masks to plan future activities for the clubs. 

COVID safety boxes were made for 4-H Clubs. 



 

 

Entry program was used for 4-Hers to send 

pictures and videos of their projects as well 

as their supporting material to 4-H Staff.  

Judges were then able to view exhibits, and 

offer comments back and the 4-Hers 

received ribbons, judges comment and 

premium checks in the mail.  The process 

allowed judges more time to look at exhibits, 

as opposed to the frenzy of county fair when 

others are lined up behind them waiting to 

talk with a judge.  It was a big commitment 

on the part of the judges and staff, but 

allowed the 4-Hers to have an educational 

experience. 

• ISU Extension and Outreach in Scott County 

partners with One Eighty, a local 

organization that focuses on outreach and 

services to individuals in crisis including 

those with substance abuse challenges and 

homelessness.  Their residential program 

provides education and a work program 

(One Eighty Enterprises) to learn skills for 

entrepreneurship and employment. As part 

of the educational outreach, the two-part 

“Making Ends Meet” program was delivered 

in the summer and fall of 2020 as a face-to-

face program. The interactive course 

focuses on key financial concepts as well as 

practical application to increase financial 

empowerment. As one participant shared, 

“Very helpful and valuable. I learned a lot 

and have new resources for future use.”  

• The Extension Spotlight Radio Show on I 

Heart Radio continued during the pandemic.  

The interviews were conducted via phone 

allowing specialists from the area and the 

state to join the show without traveling for a 

face-to-face interview.  Topics ranged from 

nutrition to money management and from 

farm derecho damage to dealing with stress 

during the pandemic.  The goal is for 

listeners to learn something during the 25 

minute show as well as showcase the 

variety of topics offered by Extension. 
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• There is overwhelming research that shows unhealthy and 

abusive relationships between parents are detrimental to 

children’s development and safety.   Negativity in partner or 

marital relationships spills over and is associated with 

negative and ineffective parenting, which adds stress to 

children and puts them at greater risk for abuse and/or 

neglect (Cowan & Cowan, 2002).   Professionals, who work 

in human services and in child welfare, are in a unique 

position to positively influence families and couples.  If they 

are provided with the proper training, tools and skills in 

relationship education, they can help parents improve their 

current couple relationships and help them make better 

decisions in potential future relationships.  Ultimately, child 

outcomes will improve (Schramm, Futris, Galovan, & Allen, 

2013). Human Sciences Extension and Outreach in 

collaboration with Scott County Extension offered the six-

hour Healthy Relationship Marriage Education training for 

16 community agency partners serving youth and families 

in Scott County. When asked the most important lessons 

gained during training, participants reported that they 

learned specific interventions, realized how important 

relationships are to children's development, found tools to 

use with clients and developed some skills in conflict 

resolution. 

ISU Extension and Outreach Scott County  is determined to 

help Iowans help each other. Looking ahead to 2021,  we 

will offer quality youth development programs which will 

include training and resources for school, agencies and 4-H 

Clubs.  We will also continue mental health efforts including 

social emotional screening and work as part of a trauma-

informed community. 
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