
2022 IN POCAHONTAS COUNTY
Iowa State University Extension and Outreach provides research-based education and engages Iowans in solving today’s problems 
and preparing for a thriving future. We listen, learn, and work with the people of Pocahontas County for a #STRONGIOWA.

The Pocahontas County Extension Council 
has been elected by the people of the county 
to guide local educational programming by 
partnering with extension staff. From needs 
assessment through program implementation 
and evaluation of outcomes, the council 
represents you and your issues. We are 
always serving Iowans and we are here for 
you. Now. Always.

Thank you for your support.
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SERVING THE PEOPLE OF  
POCAHONTAS COUNTY
In 2022, ISU Extension and Outreach continued to support 
Iowans in reviving the Iowa economy, including the farm 
economy. As a result, small businesses, entrepreneurs, 
agribusinesses, and farmers connected with education and 
resources so they could remain financially solvent, find 
alternate markets, and increase their profitability. Individuals 
and families learned how to prioritize bills, protect credit, and 
manage debt.

As we went through 2022, we continued to offer our regular 
programs. Because many people are still reluctant to attend 
public programs due to risk of COVID-19, we continued 
offering our research-based classes online and had great 
success with this delivery method. Programs included 
farmland leasing, ServeSafe®, 4th Grade Ag Day, daycare 
training, flower workshops, Farm Bill Meeting, and the 
Legacy Series, for which we partnered with the Pocahontas 
Chamber of Commerce.  

We enjoyed partnering with our local banks, elevators, 
farmers, and individuals in the community this year. 



 
SERVSAFE®  OFFERED IN POCAHONTAS COUNTY
The USDA Economic Research Service estimates prevention 
of a single fatal case of E.coli O157 would save an estimated 
$7 million. Reducing foodborne illnesses by 10% would 
prevent 5 million Americans from getting ill each year, which 
affects productivity, personal income, and health care costs.

ISU Extension and Outreach offered ServSafe® food safety 
training in Pocahontas County. Though class sizes were 
reduced for social distancing, 67% of the participants 
became certified food protection managers. Having a 
certified food protection manager is well documented to 
decrease the possibility of foodborne illness. The FDA 
cites a correlation between the presence of a certified food 
protection manager and better food safety practices and 
behaviors.

PROGRAM SPOTLIGHT: 
READ ACROSS IOWA
Did you know reading to children and 
having books in the home is one of 
the strongest predictors of school 
success? Children who read and listen 
to books hear a greater variety of words 
- up to 50% more - leading to a better 
vocabulary than those who watch media.  

Agriculture is essential to the economy of 
Iowa and is a great way to contextulize 
learning. Everybody eats, and learning 
about our food sysytem can be fun, too! 
Our Read Across Iowa event featured an 
agricultural theme, with resources and 
books that appealed to all readers. 

We shared the book “Right This Very 
Minute” by Lisl Detlefsen with the 
libraries in Varina, Laurens, and Rolfe.  
Story Walks were presented at the public 
libraries in Laurens and Gilmore City. 
Youth were taught the importance of all 
farms as they learned about “My Plate” 
and having the right proportions of fruits, 
vegetables, grains, proteins, and dairy.  
This project helped our community get to 
a place where adults spend time reading 
with children, and children get the 
message that reading is essential!



Top: Group photo of 4-H’ers on the trip to Minnesota.  

Bottom left: 4-H’ers from Pocahontas County on the trip to 
Minnesota with Erica Svuba, Pocahontas County marketing 
and program assistant. 

Bottom right: 4-H’ers enjoying themselves at the Spam 
Museum. The exhibit shown included building spillways with 
logs. 

This photo shows a display explaining how 
SPAM® is made from pigs.

SEE YA LATER IOWA
After taking a break from the pandemic, 
Pocahontas County 4-H’ers were able to 
take a trip to Minneapolis this summer. They 
spent a few days in the city with an itinerary 
full of fun and learning. They visited the 
SPAM® Museum, the Hormel Institute, the 
Mill City Museum, a Minnesota Twins game, 
and the Mall of America. 

The youth learned that SPAM® is a brand of 
canned precooked meat products made by 
Hormel Foods Corporation. The museum 
tells the history of the Hormel company, 
the origin of SPAM®, and its place in world 
culture. They learned that the Hormel 
Institute was started in 1942 by Jay C. 
Hormel. This institute at the University of 
Minnesota has a nearly eight-decade history 
of making significant scientific discoveries 
aimed at improving health in the world. 

The youth learned that the Mill City Museum 
was built within the ruins of the Washburn 
A Mill, the flagship mill of the Washburn-
Crosby Company (later General Mills). It 
was the largest and most technologically 
advanced flour mill in the world when it was 
completed in 1880. 

The 53 youth travelers learned so much 
about these places, but also enjoyed time 
in the evening watching the Minnesota 
Twins play and then stopping at the Mall of 
America. 

 
FARMLAND LEASING AND     
MANAGEMENT WORKSHOP
ISU Extension and Outreach Pocahontas County has served 
our agriculture community through Farmland Leasing and 
Management workshops. Farmland is a limited resource for 
agricultural producers in Iowa, and 67.4% of Pocahontas 
County’s agricultural land is under some form of rental 
arrangement. With an aging landowner population and 
issues related to farmland changing year after year, leasing 
programs and the educational materials used in these 
programs are of great value to the clientele in our county and 
the landowners scattered across the country. 

We had 11 attendees at our event in August with great 
feedback. The post-session survey showed participants were 
looking for more or updated information and knowledge. 
Each of the participants said they were satisfied or very 
satisfied with the program.



POCAHONTAS COUNTY 
AG DAY
Pocahontas County Ag Day returned this 
year after a few years off. It was held at the 
Expo Center with 50 people in attendance. 
Staff collaborated with great sponsors for the 
event, including Pro Coop, Wyffel Hybrids, 
Ag State, and Pocahontas County Farm 
Bureau.  

ISU Extension and Outreach Pocahontas 
County is always working on building new 
partnerships as well, and we did that with a 
planning committee for this event. We joined 
forces with United Bank of Iowa, Pocahontas 
State Bank, and Availa Bank to organize the 
details. We fed the attendees breakfast, had 
the Iowa Corn Growers Association trailer 
there for participants to see, and had two 
speakers talking about market outlooks, farm 
drainage, equipment pros and cons, and 
best practices.  As we wrapped up the day, 
our sponsors gave away two door prizes, 
an iPad and a smoker grill. We are excited 
to keep this event going and look forward to 
identifying ways to improve it and make it the 
best it can be.

EXTENSION STAFF
Michelle Sackville
Regional Director

Dianne Dirks
Office Manager

Lisa Zeman
County Youth 
Coordinator

Erica Svuba
Marketing 
and Program 
Coordinator

Beth Doran
Beef Specialist

Fred Hall
Dairy Specialist

Gentry Sorenson
Crops Ag Specialist

Gary Wright
Farm 
Management 
Specialist

Holly Van Heel
Food and Health 
Specialist

Barb Wollan
Family 
Wellbeing 
Specialist

IOWA STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION AND OUTREACH 
Pocahontas County

305 N. Main Street, P.O. Box 209
Pocahontas, Iowa 50574
712-335-3103
www.extension.iastate.edu/pocahontas
This institution is an equal opportunity provider. For the full non-discrimination 
statement or accommodation inquiries, go to 
www.extension.iastate.edu/diversity/ext. 

http://www.extension.iastate.edu/diversity/ext

