
Extension Council Members 

We want communities and farmers to thrive, and families and children to be 
healthy. And eventually we want to turn the world over to the next generation 
better than we found it. 

Plymouth County Extension Council 

Every Iowa county has an elected extension 

council that guides local educational programming 

by partnering with staff. From needs assessment 

through program implementation and evaluation 

of outcomes, the council represents the issues 

and people of the county. 

We have identified these local issues as priority 

topics for current and future programming: 

 Economic Development example 

 Food and the Environment example 

 Health and Well-being example 

 K12 Youth Outreach Example 

Economic Development 

Crop production is a major Iowa industry. According to the USDA’s 

2017 Iowa Crop production report, this state produced 2.61 billion 

bushels of corn and 561 million bushels of soybeans that year. To 

meet the challenges of each unique year, crop producers need to 

become familiar with research conducted under different climatic 

environments.   

Fourteen Crop Advantage conferences were held across the state 

of Iowa during January of 2018. Attendance at all these sessions 

totaled almost 2000 with over 100 in attendance at the Le Mars 

site.  Survey data showed that just over 65% were active crop 
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2018 IN PLYMOUTH COUNTY 

Iowa State University Extension and Outreach connects the needs of Iowans with Iowa State                    

University research and resources. We are working with the people of Plymouth County for what we 

all want: a strong Iowa.  



farmers, and 29% were agribusiness crop 

advisors.  Topics included dicamba tolerant 

beans, soil fertility, insect management, disease 

management and other crop production topics.  

Impact was measured through surveys where 

524 participants noting they improved their 

knowledge about use of a new technology, 

dicamba resistant soybeans. 303 used the 

information to make changes or confirm plans for 

the 2018 crop year.  

Food and the Environment 

Annie’s Project is a six-part educational program 

dedicated for women to strengthen their roles in 

their farm enterprise.  This program creates a 

comfortable and supportive learning environment 

for women to become more knowledgeable about 

their farm operation.  Annie’s Project was offered 

in Plymouth County in November and December 

of 2018 where fifteen women took part in the six-

session program.  The class focused on five 

areas of risk management: financial, human 

resources, legal, marketing, and production.  

Through this class, farm women have developed 

new networks, learned new decision making 

resources and skills to make their operations 

more successful.   

One class participant remarked, “Annie’s Project 

gave me powerful knowledge to start 

conversations with farming partners.”  Overall this 

program gave women the resources to assist 

them in their operations or to start  one.   
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ADV.18.04H September 2018 

ISU Extension and Outreach   

Plymouth County 
251 12th St SE 

Le Mars IA 51031 

712-546-7835 

Health and Well Being 

Plymouth County participated in the Rising Star Internship 

program with Iowa State University in 2018.  The focus of  our 

region was local foods, farmers markets, and youth The interns 

conducted local food demonstrations with vegetable and fruit 

recipes at farmers markets, planned a local foods dinner and 

assisted with marketing for local food vendors.  The Rising Star 

Interns in region 5 reached over 1000 people during their summer 

programming and demonstrations.   

K-12 Youth Outreach 

A new monthly Dash and Dot after school STEM program 

(Science, Technology, Engineering and Math) was developed in 

partnership with the Le Mars Public Library.  The program 

originally started out with meeting after school once per month and 

now has turned into offering two sessions per month to 

accommodate youth who want to participate. Over 20 youth are 

served each month.  Dash and Dot are real responsive robots, 

packed full of capabilities that allow them to interact with students 

and environments from the built-in motors, sensors, LEDs and 

audio capabilities.  

2018 Our 100th Anniversary—ISU Extension and Outreach has 

been connecting the needs of the people of Plymouth County with 

Iowa State University research and resources for 100 years. 
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