2018 IN PAGE COUNTY
Iowa State University Extension and Outreach connects the needs of Iowans with Iowa State University research and
resources. We are working with the people of Page County for what we all want: a strong Iowa.

Page County Extension Council
Every Iowa county has an elected extension
council that guides local educational programming
by partnering with staff. From needs assessment
through program implementation and evaluation
of outcomes, the council represents the issues
and people of the county.
We have identified these local issues as priority
topics for current and future programming:
 Continued Economic Development and
Community Support
 Strengthening the Family
 Financial Literacy
 Youth Programing
 Agriculture and Natural Recourses

Community
Iowa State University Extension and Outreach works with local
communities in Page County to help with growth and economic
development. Each year we partner with local organizations as
part of many wonderful programs for the community.
We help organize the annual Clarinda famers market where
vendors learn about rules and regulations as well as safety. We
also take part in a number of community events like health fairs,
back to school bashes and Chamber events.
This year we participated in the Adopt a Class program with
Clarinda Schools. Mr. Almelien and his 4th grade students were
our selected class this year.
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Page County Programs in 2018:
It is always exciting to try something you have never
done before and in 2018, several participants in our
newer programs were able to do that. There were 12
youth participants in our first ever sewing club. The
club originally started as a way to increase
participation in 4-H events like Fashion Revue and
sewing projects at the fair. Our goal was to teach the
basics of sewing and as the group learned, each
young person practiced sewing techniques and
improved their skills. In addition, club members
learned basic functions and maintenance of the
sewing machines gaining confidence and comfort with
sewing. They made a variety of projects throughout
the year including backpacks, cell phone holders, and
table runners.
The Story of My Dinner was presented as part of a
new pilot program. Page County was chosen to be
one of the initial counties receiving the new program.
To support home cooks in getting safe and healthy
meals on the table, the non-profit Partnership for Food
Safety Education and ISU Extension and Outreach
hosted the training. Human Services Specialist, Barb
Fuller and Page County Extension Director, Kimberly
Cavalier presented the program. As the program was
delivered to adults, Parent Educator Mary Auten,
provided activates for the children. In addition to
learning about food safety, participants were able to
try some of the wonderful recipes to use in their
homes.
For more information about these programs or to
inquire about other programs we offer contact:
Kimberly Cavalier—Extension Director, Mary Auten–
Parent Educator or Deb Swanson– Youth Coordinator

Community– cont.
We visited their class several times and provided information
about what we do at our local Extension office. We concluded
the year with a tour of our office, a video about Extension and
Outreach plus a tour of the fairgrounds complete with chickens,
rabbits, horses and dogs.
As part of Extension and Outreach week this year, Page County
sponsored a food drive. Local businesses, 4-H clubs and
individuals collected and dropped off food and non perishable
items to be delivered to the local food banks. We were able to
deliver five big boxes filled with over 500 items, to help our
community.

Health and Well-Being
Growing Strong Families serves families with children
prenatal-5 years through home visitation. Fifteen families and
nineteen children participated in over 150 visits this past
year. 100% of families reported increased knowledge about
child development and parenting and reported that they
increased or maintained their social supports, while 78% of
families were connected to additional concrete supports in their
community.
Growing Strong Families provides developmental screenings for
children, and group connections for both parents and children to
meet one another. Growing Families Program earned the Iowa
Family Support Credential validated through an external
evaluation to be in substantial adherence to the Iowa Family
Support Standards.
Child Care Provider Training—Many children spend up to 50
hours a week or more in child care settings. Childcare providers
participated in trainings which meet their licensure renewal and
recertification needs. To improve the quality of care a total of
30 providers completed over 60 hours of training.

Food and Environment
ServSafe™- A certification program for food
service managers developed by the National
Restaurant Association. Thirteen participated in
the 8-hour training. Across the State of Iowa,
2510 people attended.

Food and Environment– cont.
The goal of the Wellness and Independence
through Nutrition Program (WIN) is to reduce
hunger in underserved mid-life and older Iowans,
age 50 years and older. The WIN program and
presentations are available to anyone who is
interested in learning more about reducing
hunger in older Iowans.

determine a fair 2019 cash rental rate and the importance of good
tenant/landlord communications.
Emerald Ash Borer Informational Session
2018 brought the confirmation of Emerald Ash Borer in 3 more
Iowa Counties. Page County was one of those 3 counties. Since
the Emerald Ash Borer can be destructive, Page County hosted a
public meeting about the invasive insect. Over 20 residents and
local business owners learned the latest information from experts.

Agriculture and Natural Resources
This year in Page County many beneficial and
timely Ag and Natural Resources programs were
offered to producers in the region.
Farmland Leasing Meeting
In August, Shenandoah was the host site for the
Farmland leasing meeting. Landowners, tenants,
and loan officers from across Southwest Iowa
attend the meeting where Charles Brown, Farm
Management Specialist, with ISU Extension and
Outreach, spoke about various methods to
Commercial and Private Pesticide Applicator
Every year, we hold training sessions for commercial pesticide
operators during the spring and fall. Classes offered include:
Commercial Ag Weed, Insect, Ornamental and Turf grass
Applicators, Aerial Applicators, Mosquito/Public Health Pest
Management and Fumigation. These classes teach the operators
about new techniques and safety precautions in order to keep
their license current. Page County hosted Private Pesticide
Applicators training in December. In 2018, there were 143
residents of Page and neighboring counties who attended one of
the 2 sessions hosted by Aaron Saeugling, Field Agronomist with
ISU Extension and Outreach.

K-12 Youth Outreach
The youth of Page County have a variety of
programs they can be part of throughout the year.
Page County Youth programs reached over 60%
of children in grades K-12.
4-H and Clover Kids are big part of our outreach
for K-12 graders. This year there were 249 4-H
members and 50 Clover kids throughout Page
County. They each belong to one of eleven 4-H
clubs, one specialty club or two Clover Kid clubs.

One of the youth education programs in Page
County is First Lego League. First Lego league is
a hands-on way to learn about science,
technology, engineering and math (STEM)
through programming Lego robotics. Along their
discovery journey, participants develop critical
thinking and team building skills, basic STEM
applications, and presentation skills. Clarinda has
3 Lego teams who compete. With the addition of
another team leader added, we hope to add more
teams in the upcoming year.
Marsville has been part of Page County’s
programing for over 22 years. Students in 6th
grade are part of this STEM project that
challenges students to design a habitat suitable
for life on Mars. The students must work with
teams from other schools to design and build
their unique habitats.
This year was another successful year for youth
at the Page County Fair. There were 193
exhibitors who brought over 1,600 projects
including livestock, static exhibits, educational
presentations and more.
Page County is the home of Jessie Field
Shambaugh, known as the mother of 4-H and our
K-12 programs continue the vision of preparing
Iowa’s youth to be successful, contributing
members of society.

In Memory of Terry Rolf
This year we said goodbye to Terry Rolf.
Terry was a long time member of the Page
County Extension Council.
Terry dedicated many years to the youth of
Page County with his work on the council and
fair board. Terry was always willing to help others and he will be
greatly missed by everyone.

County Extension Staff
Kimberly Cavalier
County Director

Deb Swanson
County Youth
Coordinator

Scarlet Schwab
Office Assistant

Mary Auten
Parent Educator–
Growing Strong
Families

ISU Extension and Outreach
Page County
311 E Washington St
Clarinda, IA 51632
712-542-5171
www.extension.iastate.edu/page

Iowa State University Extension and Outreach does not discriminate on the basis of age,
disability, ethnicity, gender identity, genetic information, marital status, national origin, pregnancy,
race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, socioeconomic status, or status as a U.S. veteran.
Direct inquiries to the Diversity Officer, 515-294-1482, extdiversity@iastate.edu.
ADV.18.04H September 2018

