
Page County Extension Council 

Every Iowa county has an elected 

extension council that guides local 

educational programming by partnering 

with staff. From needs assessment through 

program implementation and evaluation of 

outcomes, the council represents the 

issues and people of the county. 

We have identified these local issues as 

priority topics for current and future 

programming: 

Community Development and Support  

Family Health and Well Being 

Youth Programing  

Agriculture and Natural Resources  

Celebrating 100 Years of ISU Extension and 

Outreach in Page County 

Throughout the year in 2019, Page County Extension staff, 

council and partners celebrated an important milestone–100 

years of Extension Service to the people of Page County.    
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Iowa State University Extension and Outreach connects the needs of Iowans with Iowa State research and 

resources. We listen, learn, and work with the people of Page County for a #STRONGIOWA. 
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In 2019 we celebrated 100 Years of ISU Extension and Outreach in Page County. The Council along with current 
and past staff were presented a 100 year plaque by Chad Higgins, Senior Director for ISU Extension and Outreach.  



100 Years of Extension in Page County Continued 

In 1919, as part of a rapid statewide expansion of the  

Extension system in Iowa, Page County hired its first 

Extension agent, Henry Eickling. Though the staff, and 

structure of Extension has seen many changes in the past 

100 years, the mission and dedication to serving the people 

of Iowa has remained constant. Today, as one of 100 

Extension Districts across Iowa, Page County Extension 

helps fulfill the land-grant mission of Iowa State University– 

taking the research and education of the University and 

sharing it with the people of Iowa, so they can apply it to 

their everyday lives. ISU Extension, across the state, fulfills 

this mission by building partnerships and providing research-

based learning opportunities to improve quality of life in 

Iowa.  

To celebrate this milestone Page County hosted several fun 

events. 100 painted rocks were hidden across the county 

with prizes awarded for finding certain rocks. Many rocks are 

still traveling across the state and country. An old but fun fair 

event, Milk Made Magic, was brought back as a competition. 

A parade was held featuring current and former 4-Hers and 

past queens, including Fair Queens, Poultry Queens, Beef 

Queens and Rodeo Queens from Page County came back 

Growing Strong Families  

Helping Parents Become Their      

Child's First Teacher 

Growing Strong Families is a voluntary 

home visitation program offering research 

based education and support for parents. 

Any family in Page county who is expecting 

or has a child 5 or under is eligible to 

participate in the program.  

Mary Auten, a certified Parent Educator, 

works with families across the county. 

Growing Strong Families provided 115 

home visits in 2019 serving18 families and 

22 children and provided prenatal services 

for 10 families.  

Growing Strong Families reaches the 

community through many events including 

STEM festivals, Story Time and Book 

Babies at the library, Raising School ready 

Readers, the Community Baby Shower. 

Back to School bashes, Ghost Walk in 

Clarinda and  Midnight Madness in 

Shenandoah.  

This program provides families with 

positive learning experiences and helps 

parents and children grow and develop 

their skills. For more information on contact 

Mary Auten at 712-542-5171 or email her 

at Auten@iastate.edu.   

 

Senior Director of Extension Chad Higgins, Council Member Rosanne Cavin,  
Extension Director  Kimberly Cavalier, Regional Director Alan Ladd. 

 Several past fair, beef, poultry and rodeo queens and court members 
joined the 2019 Page County Fair Queen,  Kandalyn Davies, to celebrate 
100 Years of Extension in Page County .  



to be part of the celebration. ISU mascot Cy 

who greeted attendees at the BBQ kickoff 

and helped Chad Higgins, Senior Director of 

ISU Extension and Outreach presented 

council chairperson, Lindsey Lundgren with 

the 100 year plaque.  

Health and Well-Being 

One of the major focuses of the Human 

Services team is community health and well 

being.  Throughout the year there were 

several programs offered in Page County.  

Each year, Barb Fuller trains food service 

managers, in ServSafe, a food service 

certification program developed by the 

National Restaurant Association. In Page 

County, 15 food service and restaurant 

workers participated in the 8-hour training. 

Across the State of Iowa, 2,434 people 

attended the training.  

Food safety and food education are not just 

important for restaurant workers, but for all 

the community. Food Safety for Concessions 

was taught in the Essex Schools for their 

junior class who run concession stands 

throughout the year.   

Page County also offered 2 classes called Spend Smart, 

Eat Smart. The classes taught participants about spending 

their shopping dollars wisely and making healthy choices 

when shopping. Food Preservation 101 showed 

preservation techniques such as canning, dehydrating, and 

freezing. In addition, Selfcare is not selfish and Linking 

Literacy with Food and Smart Money programs were 

offered Page County this year.  

Ag and Natural Resources 

Agriculture is a huge part of SW Iowa living and ISU 

Extension and Outreach ag programming in Page County 

is a huge part of our educational outreach. Some of these 

programs included: 

 17 local farmers, land owners and Ag loan officers 

participating in Shenandoah’s Farm Leasing meeting. 

 Pasture Clinic training for local farmers held at Ron 

Beaver’s farm including a meal prepared by the Page 

County Cattlemen and education on water options, 

weed control and other important topics.  

 The  Winter Agronomy Series running from November 

2019– April 2020 featuring topics including Alternative 

Crops and Herbicide Programs. 

 The Pro Ag Series held in Shenandoah with speakers 

from the ISU campus sharing information on planning 

and decision-making in the coming year.   

 The Farm Bill Meeting was held in conjunction with 

Montgomery and Taylor Counties to help farmers 

understand the new farm bill.  

 Commercial Pesticide Applicators attend yearly 

trainings hosted by ISU Extension and Outreach. 

Classes educate professionals on chemicals used 

during their jobs. Over 100 Private Pesticide 

Applicators received training this year to keep their 

licenses current.  

Erika Lundy, Beef Specialist, Aaron Saeugling, Crops Specialist, and Shawn 

Shouse, Ag Engineer, lead discussion at Ron Beavers farm in Page County as 

part of the Pasture Clinic.  

Senior Director of Extension Chad Higgins and Regional Direc-
tor Alan Ladd with Ron Sanson,  Page County Director from 
1970 to 2000.  

Senior Director of Extension Chad Higgins and Regional Direc-
tor Alan Ladd with Ron Sanson,  Page County Director from 
1970 to 2000.  

Human Sciences Team Sandra McKinnon and Barb Fuller 
with ISU Mascot CY 



K-12 Youth Outreach 

As always it was a busy year for the youth of 

Page County with programming through ISU 

Extension and Outreach.  

In January, 15 youth attending babysitting 

classes held at the Extension office. 

Attendees learned the responsibilities of a 

baby-sitter, caring for infants and young 

children, age appropriate toys, snacks  and 

activities along with basic first aid.  

Throughout the year several classes, 

activities and camps were held including the 

Sewing club (now in its 3rd year) and the 

Lego League at Clarinda Schools.  Water 

Rocks visited South Page and Shenandoah 

schools, and a summer STEM camp was 

offered for students in grades K-3.   

The staff adopted a class—Mr. Almelien and 

his 4th graders. The class was visited by 

Extension staff and at the end of the school 

year got to visit the page county office and  

tour the fairgrounds where students were 

introduced to a variety of animals.    

4-H is a big part of 

the youth outreach 

in Page County. 

There are 10 4-H 

clubs, with almost 

250 members 

throughout the 

county along with 2 

Clover Kids groups, 

grades K-3, with 

over 60 members.  

Nineteen adult volunteers help lead these 

clubs in the numerous activities throughout 

the year. This year was full of fun events like 

volunteer work, a dodgeball tournament, and 
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the Soup and Pallet Challenge. 209 youth participated in the 

fair with 1,168 total projects and 138 youth livestock projects.  

Milk Made Magic, a nostalgic fair event from years ago, 

made its return with almost 40 entries. Page County was well 

represented at the Iowa State Fair with 4 Educational 

Presentation exhibitors, 5 working exhibit participants, 2 

Share the Fun participants, 36 State Fair Static projects, and 

12 livestock exhibitors.  

In October, Lexy Davies, a 2019 4-H Alumni of the Day 

winner, joined the team as the new County Youth 

Coordinator.  Lexy has been hard at work with the new 

healthy living program SWITCH and several other programs 

that will be part of the 2020 calendar.  

4-H Royalty at the fair 2nd Runner Up- Jennifer Bramble, 1st Runner Up & Miss 
Congeniality- Bradlie Wilmes, 2019 Page County Fair Queen -Kandalyn Davies, 
and 2018  Queen- Sadie Graham.  
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