
 

 

The Muscatine County Extension Council 

has been elected by the people of the county to 

guide local educational programming by 

partnering with extension staff. From needs 

assessment through program implementation 

and evaluation of outcomes, the council 

represents you and your issues. We are always 

serving Iowans and we are here for you. Now. 

Always. 

Thank you for your support. 
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2020 IN MUSCATINE COUNTY 
Iowa State University Extension and Outreach connects the needs of Iowans with Iowa State research and 

resources. We listen, learn, and work with the people of Muscatine County for a #STRONGIOWA: 

Serving the People of Muscatine County 

ISU Extension and Outreach Muscatine County began 2020 with 
face to face trainings. A couple of the trainings held were: 

• Money Smart for Adults: Building Assets for a Solid Financial 

Future: Thirty-nine individual sharpened their money management 

skills. They learned key financial concepts and practiced building 

financial skills. 

• Private Pesticide Applicator Recertification Program: Seventy-

eight individuals were recertified to be private applicators which is a 

requirement for restricted use on private property. 

Adjusting to the Pandemic 

As the COVID-19 pandemic changed daily life, ISU Extension and 
Outreach prioritized health and safety as we developed new ways 
to bring research-based education to the people of Muscatine 
County.  

• On April 7th, 2020 after the Governor’s Proclamation, the 
decision was made to close the office doors to the public. 
While we were closed to the public, office staff remained 
working in the office to answer questions for all community 
members. We also provided “curbside” service. 

• On September 17th, we re-opened our doors to the public and 
meeting room for Extension programming. All visitors are 
required to wear a face covering while in the office and 
maintain social distancing. The maximum occupancy of the 
meeting room is 10 people. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Virtual Agriculture Field Day 
Muscatine County is a member of the Southeast 

Iowa Agricultural Research Association, which 

owns and co-manages the Iowa State University 

Southeast Research and Demonstration Farm 

near Crawfordsville, Iowa. The Spring Field Day 

was conducted virtually this year, and was the 

only Iowa State University (ISU) research farm to 

conduct a Spring Field Day in 2020. The Spring 

Field Day presentations are available on https://

m.facebook.com/ISUSERF/  

Day Camp In A Bag 

Nine themed day camps in a bag were provided 

for at home learning in June through August. 

Over 225 bags were distributed to K-8th grade 

youth. Each day 

camp bag 

included a book, 

5+ activities with 

instructions, 

supplies, list of 

resources 

available to 

enhance 

activities. Weekly 

activities included 

the following topic 

areas: Literature 

Day, STEM, Healthy Living, Civic Engagement/

Community Involvement and Visual Arts. Along 

with the bags a live book read and career 

interview were posted onto the Muscatine County 

Extensions YouTube page. 

County Fair Experience 

Although the traditional fair was not possible 

because of the pandemic, ISU Extension and 

Outreach of Muscatine County developed and 

provided a virtual fair experience for 4-H and FFA 

members. Youth entered 318 exhibits by taking 

photographs, writing documents, and creating 
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videos about their 

projects. 4-H members 

showcased their efforts 

and knowledge in areas 

like photography, home 

improvement, nutrition, 

citizenship, livestock, and 

more. The nine Muscatine 

County 4-H Community Clubs and one Clover Kids Club served 

over 240 youth in the 2019-2020 program year. These clubs 

were led by 24 adult volunteers. 

Food Preservation Online 

Iowans struggled to find food at the grocery store during the 

pandemic and responded by expanding their vegetable gardens, 

or starting a new one. This increased the need for food 

preservation training as evidenced by increased Answer Line (1-

800-262-3804) questions on preservation. We responded by 

providing free on-line food preservation classes. Seven basic 

food preservation sessions were held, 339 participants attended 

from 81 Iowa counties (including Muscatine), 20 other states and 

Canada. 

Planning for Recovery 

ISU Extension and Outreach Muscatine County is determined to 

help Iowans help each other. Looking ahead to 2021, we will 

implement a recovery action plan that will focus on two 

initiatives: expanding educational opportunities for youth and 

their families in Muscatine while engaging Iowans in addressing 

mental health issues. 
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