
 

 

Serving the People of Monona County 

ISU Extension and Outreach Monona County began 2020 

with a full schedule of events. Highlights included: 

• 4-H Legislative Day—5 county youth attended a full day 

at the State Capital and spoke to Representatives 

• 4-H Family ice fishing, 4-H Gifts from the Heart, 

Volunteer Recognition Banquet & 4-H trip to Ida Grove 

• Fresh Conversations  - monthly nutrition wellness 

program for older adults 

• Crop Advantage  - Current research-based crop 

production event in Denison reaching over 200 farmers 

2020 IN MONONA COUNTY 
Iowa State University Extension and Outreach connects the needs of Iowans with Iowa State research and 

resources. We listen, learn, and work with the people of Monona County for a #STRONGIOWA: 

The Monona County Extension Council has been 

elected by the people of the county to guide local 

educational programming by partnering with 

extension staff. From needs assessment through 

program implementation and evaluation of outcomes, 

the council represents you and your issues. We are 

always serving Iowans and we are here for you. 

Now. Always. 

Thank you for your support. 
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Council Member 
4-H’ers Paige Wooster, Brenyn Teel, Ashley Rosener, Dena  Nichols, Lauryn 

Teel and County Director Melissa Beermann met with Matt Windschitl, Iowa 

House of Representatives. Youth shared their 4-H experiences and got a glimpse 

about what life is like as a State Representative.  



 

 

Live Healthy Iowa 4-H Walk  

 

 

Monona County Extension partnered 

with Live Healthy Iowa to celebrate 

National 4-H Week. A community walk 

with 60 in attendance was held on 

October 7th at Blue Lake. Participants 

walked the 1.5 mile loop, completed a 

nature scavenger hunt and enjoyed a 

free dinner by caterer Tara Wright. 

Extension 

partnered 

with local 

schools 

distributing 

nearly 500   

4-H 

lanyards for 

students to 

use to hold 

their face 

masks. 

West 

Monona 

and Whiting schools students walked 

outside for at least 20 minutes on 

October 7th to live a healthier life. Iowa  

4-H provided 200 pedometers that were 

given away to Monona County 

 1,000 Facemasks Sewn by Monona County 

4-H—Over 28,000 Statewide 

Amid a quickly evolving situation in the spring, our 4-H 

community did what they know best—help the community. 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, personal protective 

equipment was in short supply. Monona County donated 

over 1,000 hand-made masks to Burgess Hospital, Horn 

Memorial Clinic and local nursing home staff.  

Adjusting to the Pandemic 

As the COVID-19 pandemic changed daily life, ISU Extension 

and Outreach prioritized health and safety as we developed 

new ways to bring research-based education to the people of 

Monona County. We remained open for business and we 

continued to educate, engage, and serve Iowans. 

• Extension Council approved remote work for county staff 

beginning on March 18, returned to staggered office 

coverage in late June, full coverage in August, & back to 

staggered coverage and remote work in mid-November. 

• Staff completed professional development virtually, 

including access to national conferences.  

• Virtual meetings for fair superintendents, 4-H leaders, 

Extension Council, & 4-H County Youth Council became 

the norm.  

• Clover Kids Kits - Hands-on activity kits were mailed to 

all county K-2nd grade 4-H’ers in May. 

• 4-H Fruit Delivery - The 30th year of delivery was 

adjusted quickly for safe handling due to the pandemic. 

Seven devoted volunteers sorted and did a drive-through        

pick-up for each club. 

• Virtual programs offered: Safe Mushroom Foraging, 4-H 

at Home, Animal U, YQCA, Science of Parenting, Farm 

Stress, Crops TV, Babysitting, Master Gardener, 

Gardening to Give, Women in Ag Leadership and more. 

 

Private Pesticide Training 

The COVID-19 pandemic offered new 

ways for private pesticide applicators to 

receive their continuing education 

training. With the pandemic hitting right 

in the middle of private pesticide training 

IDALS allowed ISU extension to renew 

licensing through September 30, 2020 

for all applicators whose license expired 

at the end of 2019. Numerous showings 

of the private pesticide training materials 

were shown in the Monona County office 

once it reopened in early summer. 

(L-R) Jakob Brewer, Rosara Reicks and Troy Nichols and their masks 



 

 

 Kira Anderson 

shown modeling her 

hand-made dress 

and mask for the 

virtual State Fair 

Awardrobe contest. 

Claire Smallwood 

and Poultry          

Superintendent Rick 

Deen practicing 

showmanship in a 

special educational 

clinic at the fair.  

4-H Swine & Poultry Projects 

Expand Despite Pandemic 

The Monona County 4-H swine program is a 
hands-on animal science educational 
experience for youth in grades 4-12.  The 
program provides youth of all backgrounds 
and residences access to animal science 
education. Livestock are housed at the ISU 
Western Research Farm and participation 
fees are only $30.  Youth are required to 
attend several in-person sessions in 
preparation for exhibition at the Monona 
County Fair. Those skills include livestock 
showmanship, cuts of meat, ethics, 
biosecurity, breeds, proper feed rations,    
rate-of-gain and more.    
Thanks to grant funds through ISU Ag & 
Natural Resources, the project was able to 
expand in 2020 to reach a more diverse 
audience.  Funds helped facility 
improvements for a market broiler project.  
Funds also covered 4-H membership dues,   
t-shirts, work boots and show equipment.  
Youth from the Denison Science Bound 
program (Crawford County) were invited to 
participate just before COVID forced school 
& business closures in March. Four Science 
Bound students joined 22 Monona County 
youth for the project. Science Bound 
currently works with more than 70 ethnically 
and racially diverse students who have made 
a 5-year commitment to their success.  
Guiding principles are empowered with 
interpersonal skills, AgSTEM experiences 
and learning outside the classroom. 
Students completed online hours during from 
March-June through the Iowa 4-H ‘Animal U’ 
modules, Youth Quality Care of Animals 
(YQCA) certification and virtual club 
meetings.  Typically the youth visit the ISU 
Western Research Farm near Castana every 
other week to gain skills. Due to COVID, in-
person sessions weren’t able to begin at the 
farm until late June. Staff taught 6 in-person 

sessions each week in preparation for exhibition at the 
Monona County Fair. 4-H’ers each completed between 35-
65 online and hands-on hours. The project became a 
chartered 4-H Club, appropriately named  the                            
“4-H Breakfast Club” (bacon and eggs).  
The club promotion “Buy a Chicken, Donate a Chicken” 
earned enough funds to donate 58 whole processed 
chickens to local residents in need.  
The swine project began in 2014 after there was only 1 pig 
exhibited at the Monona County fair in 2010.  Swine 
numbers have consistently grown to near 100 each year 
since.  Thanks to the market broiler project, 2020 had the 
highest number of poultry exhibitors in over 15 years.  

Providing a County Fair Experience 

Although the traditional fair was not possible because of the 

pandemic, Monona County staff and volunteers worked to 

provide a hands-on experience for youth. The pandemic 

didn’t slow down exhibitors—only 3 less than in 2019. There 

were, however approximately 300 less total exhibits than in 

2019. 

• Pet & dog shows cancelled due to CDC 

recommendations on COVID transmission. 

• No face-to-face conference judging—Members dropped 

off & picked up exhibits at assigned times. Detailed goal 

write-ups were required with each exhibit entry.   

• 4-H Shows closed to the general public—Each family 

received 4 wristbands per show. 

• Livestock were on the grounds for only 24-48 hours. 

Shows times were spread out and livestock stalls spread 

out to allow for social 

distancing  

• Extra sanitation, hand-wash 

stations, masks and gloves 

were readily available. 



 

 

New Improvements to 

Fairgrounds                                           
A new Morton building was built on the 

fairgrounds to accommodate office space for 

Extension staff. The new facility includes 

much-needed 

accessible restrooms 

and showers.  New 

steel hog pens were 

installed in the West 

barn thanks to a grant 

from Monona County 

Community Partners 

and support from the 

Extension Council.  

Adjusting to New Fair Software                                           

Staff implemented new fair software for 

entering fair projects. This new software 

integrated with 4-H online so entering all        

4-Her’s information was as easy as clicking a 

button. The new software allowed us to enter 

static exhibits prior to fair & all exhibits both 

static and livestock were bar-coded. This 

allowed for results to be entered as they 

happened and staff to post results on social 

media as soon as livestock shows were 

completed and static exhibits were judged.                                              

Planning for Recovery 

ISU Extension and Outreach Monona County 

is determined to help Iowans help each 

other. Looking ahead to 2021, we will 

continue to educate and improve access to 

local, healthy foods. A total of 1,891 pounds 

of produce have been donated in 3 seasons 

at the ISU donation garden. Community and 

private gardens had the highest demand in 

years.  
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Engaging Iowans in Addressing Mental Health                  

Looking ahead to 2021, Monona County will engage Iowans 

in addressing mental health. Mental health disorders and 

suicide do not discriminate. They can affect anyone. One in 

five adult Iowans lives with some form of mental illness and 

one in six youth ages 6-17 will experience a mental health 

disorder. Someone dies by suicide in Iowa every 18 hours. 

These statistics described the situation in Iowa even before 

the pandemic, the drought, and the derecho added to the 

stress many Iowans are facing. Our programs and resources 

for the agriculture sector, communities, businesses, families, 

and youth can help them lower their stress and move toward 

recovery. 

Our strategic plan includes providing Youth and Adult Mental 

Health 1st Aid training to community leaders. Mindful Teen & 

Mindful Family programs, outdoor & healthy family activities, 

substance abuse prevention resources, Iowa Concern, &  

depression & suicide resources to farmers, lenders, clergy 

and community leaders.   

Melissa Beermann 

County Director 


