
 

 

Serving the People of Marion County 

ISU Extension and Outreach began 2020 focused on the 

following efforts: 

 Participants in the “Cattle in the Green” workshop series 

gained a better understanding of their own businesses. 

Learning to work smarter, not harder, producers 

incorporated changes that helped them realize 

immediate gains in profitability and quality of life.  

 Youth education through workshops and events such as 

Junior Fun Night, Baking & Make It workshops, and Ag 

in the Classroom provided opportunities for learning new 

skills along with development of communication and 

leadership 

 Youth developed knowledge of horse care and the 

industry through Hippology. Marion’s team finished 2nd 

in a national competition 
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2020 IN MARION COUNTY 
Iowa State University Extension and Outreach connects the needs of Iowans with Iowa State research and 

resources. We listen, learn, and work with the people of Marion County for a #STRONGIOWA: 

Marion County Extension Council 

The Marion County Extension Council has been 

elected by the people of the county to guide local 

educational programming by partnering with extension 

staff. From needs assessment through program 

implementation and evaluation of outcomes, the council 

represents you and your issues. We are always serving 

Iowans and we are here for you. Now. Always.       

Thank you for your support. 

 

 

 

We want communities and 

farmers to thrive, and 

families and children to be 

healthy. And, eventually we 

want to turn the world over 

to the next generation 

better than we found it. 



 

 

Adjusting to the Pandemic 

As the COVID-19 pandemic changed daily 

life, ISU Extension and Outreach prioritized 

health and safety as we developed new 

ways to bring research-based education to 

the people of  Marion County. We remained 

open for business and we continued to 

educate, engage, and serve Iowans. 

 Human Sciences specialists quickly 

adapted by offering classes virtually 

through the Zoom and Canvas Platforms. 

This allowed us to meet the need for 

these trainings and open all trainings to 

providers statewide, making them more 

accessible. Included were Online Food 

Preservation,  Sow_Grow_Eat_and 

Keep, and Online childcare provider 

training, to name a few trainings. 

 In place of face 

to face 

workshops, 

youth learned 

through “4-H To 

Go” lessons 

 In person 

education was 

offered while incorporating “Social 

Distancing” and other safety measures.            

 

 

 

 

Mom and daughter 
display their 
arrangements made  
in the Floral Design 
Workshop 

            

Providing a County Fair Experience 

Although the traditional fair was not possible because of 

the pandemic, ISU Extension and Outreach Marion County 

worked with our partners to provide an alternate 

experience to demonstrate and showcase the work of our 

4-H youth. 

 Show and Go was a popular choice for the 4H’ers and 

their animals 

 Judging in Dyer Hudson was changed from in-person 

to non-conference judging 

 Handwashing stations and other safety measures were 

implemented throughout the fairgrounds 

Planning for Recovery 

ISU Extension and Outreach Marion County is determined 

to help Iowans help each other. Looking ahead to 2021, we 

will support Iowans in reviving the Iowa economy, including the 

farm economy. ISU Extension and Outreach believes in the 

power of entrepreneurs and the value they bring to our 

communities. We support small businesses through research-

based training and technical assistance. We provide 

agribusinesses and farmers with research-based education to 

inform their decisions. We are committed to helping Iowa’s rural 

communities, agribusinesses, and farmers remain financially 

solvent, connect to appropriate resources, find alternate markets, 

and increase their profitability.  

ISU Extension and Outreach Marion County will partner with 

businesses, CED organizations and communities across 

the county and region to develop and work toward 

identified common goals for economic recovery.   

Sherry Ford 

Regional Director  

Mindy Hardman 

County Youth 

Coordinator 

 

 

Lydia Dingeman 

Adult County Program 

Coordinator 

Andy Kraber 

County Director 

Extension Staff 
ISU Extension and Outreach   

Marion County 

410 North Iowa St 

Knoxville, IA 50138 

 
This institution is an equal opportunity provider. For the full non-discrimination 
statement or accommodation inquiries, go to www.extension.iastate.edu/diversity/
ext. ADV.20.04X September 2020 


