
Linn County Extension Council 

Every Iowa county has an elected extension 

council that guides local educational programming 

by partnering with staff. From needs assessment 

through program implementation and evaluation 

of outcomes, the council represents the issues 

and people of the county. 

We want communities and farmers to thrive, and 

families and children to be healthy.  And 

eventually we want to turn the world over to the 

next generation better than we found it. 

Health and Well-Being 

Human Nutrition specialists provided ServSafe ® training for 
144 people from 72 different food establishments in Linn County. 

Human Sciences Specialist conducted Early Childhood 
Environmental Rating Scale (ECCERS) reaching 17 
professionals representing 13 child care centers impacting over 
800 children in Linn County. Participants learn to assess and 
improve the quality of their child care program using these 

nationally recognized tools for quality care.  

Parent Education Consortium provided 20 parenting education 
classes and supported 271 Linn County parents of 314 children up 
to age 5. 

Kaleidoscope Play & Learn ® held 42 weekly sessions at the 
Hiawatha Library, and pop up Play and Learn sessions at Ely 
Library and Cedar Rapids Public Library serving a total of 1,324 
participants. 

Participated in the 2nd Annual CRPrideFest in July. 

ISU Extension and Outreach of Linn County partnered with over 16 
local businesses, organizations, and individuals to bring awareness 
to the challenges faced by local farmers in 2018.  The Thank a 
Farmer—Fill Their Bucket campaign distributed 50 buckets to 
local farmers filled with items to promote safety, health and well-
being during harvest season.  

Economic Development 

A thriving and healthy community needs a wide variety of land 
uses. Balancing the mix can be challenging. Eric Christianson, a 
Local Government Specialist housed in Linn County provided 
planning and zoning training for 50 staff members and officials of 
the City of Cedar Rapids. The 3 hour session introduces the basic 
principles of land use planning and then applies these principles to 
some of the more difficult situations that cities face. The training 
equipped the participants with the knowledge and skills they need 
to properly and efficiently perform their duties for the citizens of 
Cedar Rapids. 

Winning the Game, pre-harvest marketing plan education, was 
provided to approximately 40 farmers and business partners in 
Linn County through a partnership with Farm Bureau and Hills 
Bank. 
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2018 IN LINN COUNTY 

Iowa State University Extension and Outreach connects the needs of Iowans with Iowa State  

University research and resources. We are working with the people of Linn County for what we all 

want: a strong Iowa.  



Food and Environment 

The 32
nd

 Celebration of Agriculture welcomed 
686 guests for a delicious meal, friendly 
socialization, and recognition of our local 4-H and 
FFA members. The keynote address was 
provided by our very own ISU President Dr. 
Wendy Wintersteen. Those present donated  
$7,103 to be directed to the local food pantry and 
would provide nearly 5,920 meals to local 
families. 

ISU Extension and Outreach holds membership 
on the Linn County Local Food System Policy 
Council.  This Council is an advisory to the Linn 
County Board of Supervisors with the mission to 
bring together representatives of food systems—
from production to consumption— to guide and 
advise the County on the necessary policies and 
programs for a strong, safe and sustainable food 
system.  

 
MASTER GARDENERS making a difference in 
food and environment: 
 
With 18 specific program committees and 4 
standing committees, the Linn County Master 
Gardeners have year-round programming. 
This includes a collaborative greenhouse with the 
city of Marion at Lowe Park, used as a teaching 
greenhouse that reaches over 400 people per 
year. The teaching greenhouse grows plants for 
events and donation to food pantries.120 Master 
Gardeners volunteered 14,959 hours of 
service which is a $332,837 economic 
contribution to Linn County.  
 After completing a 10 week course, and an Iowa 
State University campus class, 16 new Master 
Gardeners joined the growing team in Linn 
County. 

Linn County Master Gardeners donated over 
6,000 lbs of fresh fruits and veggies to local 
food pantries to address local food insecurities.  
Most  of this grown in Master Gardener 
community gardens. 

 Master Gardeners support 15 community 
gardens used for teaching and growing produce 

for donation.  Some locations for these gardens include Olivet, 
Catherine McCauley, Newbo Market, Department of Corrections, 
and Tanager Place. 

 
K-12 Youth Outreach & 4-H Programing 
 
ISU Extension and Outreach in Linn County offers Pick a Better 
Snack, a program funded through a grant from the Iowa 
Department of Public Health, for schools with 60% of students 
who qualify for free or reduced lunch. It emphasizes good food 
choices and healthy activity and reaches eight elementary 
schools in Cedar Rapids, impacting more than 1,000 youth 
each month. 

18 very active 4-H Clubs in Linn 
County with 458 4-H and Clover Kids 
enrolled (K-12th grade).  2.5 full-
time staff support the 4-H and 
youth programming in Linn 
County. 

12 teams participate in  Linn County 4
-H STEM clubs this season. This 
includes FTC Robotics teams, & 
FIRST LEGO ® League teams. 

10 members of the Youth Programs 
Committee and members of the 4-H 
Youth Council provide positive 
experiences for youth through youth 
and adult partnerships. 

12 youth and 2 adults attended the 2018 Legislative day bus 
trip in March to attend 4-H Day on the Hill. 

ISU Extension and Outreach, Linn County and Linn County 
Farm Bureau Education Outreach partnered with Farm 
Credit Services of America to offer a unique, up-close 
agriculture experience to kindergarten and first grade classrooms 
in Linn County. Baby chicks were hatched in 6 six classrooms in 
five schools during the 
month of April.  

ISU Extension and 
Outreach, Linn County  
4-H partners with the 
Linn County Fair Board 
to provide a memorable 
experience each summer 
for all Linn County 
residents. 
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County Extension Staff 

Iowa State University Extension and Outreach does not discriminate on the basis of age, 

disability, ethnicity, gender identity, genetic information, marital status, national origin, pregnancy, 

race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, socioeconomic status, or status as a U.S. veteran.       

Direct inquiries to the Diversity Officer, 515-294-1482, extdiversity@iastate.edu.  
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